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EXPLANATION OF THE FBONTISPIECE. 



THE design is a prostyle temple of the 
. doric order, and is an historical view of ancient 
masonry, I mean that kind of history which is 
universally received and acknowleged in ancient 
lodges. 

The three figures upon the dome represents the 
three great masters of the tabernacle in the wil- 
< derness. The two crowned figures with that on 
their right hand, represents the three great mas- 
ters of the holy temple at Jerusalem. The three 
figures or the left hand represents the three great 
masters of the second temple at Jerusalem. 

The three columns bearing masons aprons, with 
the arms of England, Ireland, and Scotland, and 
supporting the whole fabric, represents the three 
grand masters of England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
whose names are on the front pedestal, and who 
wisely and nobly have formed a triple union to 
support the honour and dignity of the ancient 
craft, for which their Lordship's names will be 
honoured and revered whilst free-masonry exists 
in those kingdoms. 

In the pediment under the figure of Moses, i& 
the coat armour of the most ancient and honoura- 
ble fraternity of free and accepted tnasona accord- 
ing to the old institution, and is thus emblazon 'd* 

Quarterly per squares* counter-changed vert*. 
In the first quarter azure a lion rampant or- In 
the second quarter cr, an ox passant sable.. Itl 
the third quarter or, a man wit» hands erect pro- 
per, robed crimson and ermine In the fourth 
quarter azure, an eagle displayed or* Cresly the 
holy ark of the covenant proper, supported bjr 
cherubims. Motto, Kodes la Adonai^xhat iaAa- 
lines* ta the Lozd* 



THE CONTENTS. 



ON pretended histories of free»maBonry, Page IS 
The origin of modern masonry 22 

Modern masons (by their grand secretary) 
disclaim all right or knowledge of ancient 
masonry 24 

The modern* censure one of their own lod- 
ges for practising ancient masonry 25 

They petition parliament for a charter, and 
are refused 27 

Advice to such as would become free-masons 28 

The difference between ancient and modern 
masonry $4 

Ludicrous description of making modern 
masons 39 

The operative or stone-masons company in 
London, the only society in the kingdom 
who have a right to the tide of free-masons 
of England 42 

Apparent state of ancient and modern mason* 
ryin England, in 1778 44^ 

A letter from the famous philosopher Locke, 
&c. 9 47 

On the seven liberal aits and sciences 57 

Resolutions of the grand lodges of England, 
Scotland and Ireland 58 

The excellency of secrecy 63 

The character of a just man 69 

Free-masons superior to all others in conceal- 
ing secrets 70 

The cause or motive of lite first institution of 
free-masonry ib. 

Its great use to the world 72 

Some of the principles of the craft explained 73 

Benefits arising from a strict observance of 
the craft 74 

What sort of men ought to be initiated into 

the mvRterv ^ 7£ 



8 



What sort of masons arc fit to govern lodges 77 
Oxd Charges of free-masons SO 

1 Concerning God and religion ' " 

2 Of the civil magistrate, supreme and su- 
bordinate ' ibm 

3 Concerning a lodge . . .. B9 

4 Of masters, wardens, fellow-crafts and ap-; - •** 
prentices ' 1(£ 

5 "Of the management of the craft hr woAing 83 * 

6 Free-masons behayiour in the lodge before 
closing, after closing, without strangers, * 

. amongst strangers, and in the neighbour- " 'S 
hood, Stclikewise to foreign brothers', and * 

. behind a brothers back, as well as before- v - 
hi&4ace * * ' ' ~ "t 84 - 

7 Concerning law suits 1H> 
Charge to a new admitted brother - . 87 
Manner of constituting a lodge 89 
Prayer at the opening of a lodge or making f * 

. a new brother, &c. used by jewishiree-ma- % 

sons > $4 

A prayer used amongst the primitive cnris- ' ;\ 

tian masons ' * - 94 

Another, now in general use ' '95 . 

The royal arch prayfer ' " • ' ibi 
The general regulations shewingthe^grand 
' officers power in all lodges 124 

II. Who ought to preside 4n the absence of the 
master of a particular lodge. * 

III. Transactions fit to be written to be kept cm 
Yecord. 

IV. No lodge to be moved from their stated 
" place of meeting without previous notice to the 

grand secretary 
V* Dispensations how obtained 

VI. Concerning visitors • 

VII. Concerning the admission of a new mem* 
ber with regard to a particular lodge and grand 
fund 



VIIL Of clandestine makings, .and how all pfltn* 

ties are to 1be treated «• 
hqdg** ceasing to iqeet shall lose, tbeit prcce* 

IX* 1 he manner of removing lodges 

X. lodges when congregated have a power pfchfr 

stmct their officers when going to the grand 

lodge 

XI. All regular lodges should follow one method 

XII. What makes, a grand lodge, and who are the 
members 

XIII. Business of. the grand lodge* &c. 

Lists of members to be sent to the grand secre- 

TKe grand secretary, and grand treasurer, mem; 

hers of the grand lodge by virtue of their offices 
Grand pursuviant and grand tyler no members of 

the grand lodge 

XIV. Who shall preside in the grand matter's ah- 
sence 

X V. Who shall preside in the grand warden's 
absence 

XVI. AH applications should be made to the cte* 

puty grand master 
X VII. A grand officer may be an officer of a pais 

ticular lodge, but not act as such in the grand 

lodge 

XVIII. Who should supply the deputy's absence* 
and how the deputy and grand wardens are to be 

chosen 

•XIX. The grand master abusing his authority - 

how he is to be treated 
XX* Grand visitation of lodges, and constitution 

of new lodges 

XXI. Who should fill the chair in the absence of 
the grand master and hia deputy 

XXII. Concerning the meeting and business oa 
St. John's day 

Election of grand officers „ . 



10 



XXIII. Choice and installation of grand master 

XXIV. Concerning ditto 

XXV. The grand master has power to chuse hi» 
deputy and the grand lodge canxhuse grand war- 
dens 

XX VI. Installation by proxy <i - - 

XXVII. Power of making new refctiktions vested 
in the general grand lodge p. 99 to 125 

XXVIII. Regulations for the government 

1 of the lodge during the time of business • • IS* 
Regulations for charity ; 

' MASONIC SONGS. , \ 

The grand master's song *. 133 

The deputy grand master's «ong • k . ift* 
The grand warden's song • 'j •< ■ 134 

The secretary's song . . , . . ~ - 13fiu 

The treasurer's song 186 
The warden's soqg . . - . . ISX 

The fellow-craft's song 13a 
The enter^ *premices song ' . 139 

As I at Wheeler's lodge one night 141 

A. mason's daughter fair and yoiing 14S 

A health to our sisters let's drink . . - - 146 
Aii ocfe on masonry Ky J. Banks . , .163 

As masons once on Skinner's plain ~ 168 

Attend attend the strains 1 T4> 

An ode S - - 17 $ 
As long as our coasts does with whiteness 

appear 186 
Arise gentle muse who with wisdom inspires 18£ 

An ode by E. Fenner 190 

Bless'd be the day thf t gave toMne ItS 

Begin O ye muses a free masons strain 188 

Come are you prepared .148- 

Come come my brethren dear - i$3 

Come follow, foUo^r me - . 154 

Come boys let us more liquor get 161 

Come ye elves that be 



EPILOGUES* 

With what malicious joy 'ere I knew better 200 
Well here Pm come to let you*now my 

thoughts - ibm 
Where are these Hydras let me vent my spleen 201 
Well heaven's be prais'd the mighty secret* 9 out 202 

* SONGS. 

From the depths let us raise 171 
Guardian genius of our art divine 162: 
HjuI sacred art by heaven designed 1 80 

How bless'd ate Mrefrpm ignorance freed 1 76 
Hail sacred art by heaven design'd, a gracious, 

' * &c - ■ 180 

Hail masonry divine 181 
Hot? happy a mason whose bosom still flows - 181 
If unity be good in every degree 182 
Ki^ Solomon that wise projector - 156 

Lot malicious people censure 152 
Let masona be merry each nSght when theyt — 
1 * meet 181* 
let worthy brethren all combine IB* 
Let masow ever liye in love 184 
Oh? you who masonry despise 140 
Of all institutions to form well the mind 158 

PROLOGUES 

If to delight and humanize the mind 196 

As a wild rake that courts a virgin fair ib. 

As some crack'd chymist of projecting brain 197 

TpuVe seen me oft in gold and crrain drest 198 

While others sing of wars and martial feats 199 

I Darby Mulroony from Moat of Gren Oge 203 

God save you gentle-folks both great and small 204 
SONGS. 

Prsiy lend me your ears my dear brethren awhile 165 
Some folks have with curious impertinence 

strove 142 

Sing to the honour of those 149 



13 



See in the east the master plac'd 1 73 

Solomon's temple an oratorio 206 

The curious vulgar could never devise 149 
To the science that virtue and art do maintain, 1 59 

'Tis masonry unites mankind ' J73 

To masonry your voices raise 175 

We have no idle prating 144 
We brethren free masons let 9 s make the great 

name 156 

What though they call us masons fools %K 

With plumb, level and square 155 

When earth's foundation first was laid 160 

With harmony and' flowing wine 1€9 

Wake the lute and quivering strings 179 

When masonry by heavens decree 185 

When Sol ascending from the east 185 
When a lodge of free masons dfe r ciosthM, fee 1 89 

With grateful hearts your voices raise 190 

Who ever wants wisdom, fcc. 190 

You pelple who laugh at masons dmw near 14* 

Ye ancient sons of Tyre 170 

Te thrice happy feW 191 

Te sons of great science impatient td leam 195 



To the Redder* 



It has Jbeen the custom of all my worthy 
Vpthren, who have honoured the craft with their 
books of constitutions, or pocket*compaftions, for 
.-free-masons, to give us a long and pleasing history 

masonry from the creation, to the time of their 
writing and publishing such accounts, i^. from 
Adam to Noah, from Noah to Nimrod, from N im« 
,fipd to Solomon, from Solomon to Cyrus, from Cyrus 

§eleucus Nicator, from Seleucus Nicator, to 
Augustus C&sar, from Augustus Caesar to the 
havoc of the Goths, and so on until the revival of 
the Augustan style, &c. &c &c. Wherein they give 
us an account of the drawing, scheming, planning, 
designing, erecting, and building of temples, towers, 
cities, castles, palaces, theatres, pyramids, monu- 
ments, bridges, walls, pillars, courts, halls, fortificsu 
tions, and labyrinths, with the famous light-house of 
Pharos and Colossus of Rhodes, and many other 
wonderful works performed by the Architects, to 
the great satisfaction of the readers, and edification 
of free-masons.* 

B 

• Qwere, Whether fuch htftoriet are of my ufe in the 
ftcrct mjttcric* of the craft. r 
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Having called to mind the old proverb, Better 
be out of the world than out of fashion, I was fully 
determined to write an history of masonry, whereby 
I did expect to give the world an uncommon satis^ 
faction ; in order to enable myself to execute this 
great design, I purchased all or most of the histories, 
constitutions, pocket companions, and other pieces 
on that subject^ now extant in the English tongue* 

My next step was to furnish myself with a suf- 
ficient quantity of pens, ink and paper : this being 
done, I immediately fancied myself Historian 
and intended to trace masonry not only to Adam, 
in his sylvan lodge in Paradise, but to give some 
account of the craft even before the Creation : and 
(as a foundation) I placed the following works round 
about me, so as to be convenient to have recourse 
to them as occasion should require, viz. Dr. An- 
derson and Mr. Spratt, before me, Dr. D'Assippijr 
and Mr. Smith, on my right hand, Dr. Desaguhers 
and Mr. Pennel on my left-hand, and Mr, Scott 
and Mr. Lyon behind me ; a, copy of (that often 
called) the original constitutions, (said to be in the 
possession of Mr. John Collins, in Paris) and aoo? 
ther copy of the same magnitude handed about in 
England, together with several pamphlets printed in 
England, I tied up together, and threw them under 
the table. 

Having tried my pen, and wrote aline not unlike 
the beginning of the chapter in the Alcoran*, I 
began to flourish away in a most admirable manner^ 
and in a few days wrote the first volume of the his* 
tory of masonry, wherein was a full account of the 
transactions of die first grand lodge, particularly the 

• * Next after the tt'le at the head of every chapter 
(except the ninth) of the Alcoran, is prefixed the fol- 
MVi»g solemn form, 



In the name of the most merciful God. 
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excluding of the unruly members, as related by Mr. 
Milton.t 

By this time I imagined myself superior to Jo- > 
^ephus, Stackhouse, or any other historian whom the 
reader shall please to think on. And as I intended 
to give the world a history of masonry for several 
years before the creation, I made no manner of 
doubt but my work should live at least two thous- 
and years after the general conflagration. 

Perhaps some of my readers (I mean those thai 
are best acquainted with my capacity) will say, he 
has more vanity than wit; and as to learning, it is 
as great a stranger to him, as free-masonry is to 
women; yet he has the folly to think himself un, 
historian, and expects to become a great man, &c. 

Whether such an opinion be true or false, it 
matters nought to me ; for the world must allow, 
(hat (tho* no man has found out the perpetual mo- 
tion) ail men ever had, have now, and ever will have 
a perpetual notion : And furthermore, we read, that 
the following persons, so much famed in history; 
were not only poof men, but many of them of a very 
mean extraction. The wise philosopher Socrates, 
was the son of a poor stone-carver ; the tragic poet 
Euripides, was the son of poor parents ; as was 
Demosthenes, the honour of Greek eloquence ; Vir- 

S'l, the famous Latin poet, was the son of a poor 
, [antuan labouring potter ; Horace, the incompar- 
able Lyric, was the son of a trr.mpeter in the wars ; 
Tarquinius Priscus, king of the Romans, [was the 
slra of a merchant ; and Servius Tullius, 
another king of the Romans, was begotten on 
a woman slave ; Septimius Severus, is said to 
come of a very base degree ; Agathocles, king 
of Skilly, was a potter's son ; uEiius Pertinax 
was a poor artificer, or, as some say, a simple seller 
of wood ; the parents of Venadius Bassus, are said 
to be very miserable poor people ; and Arsaces, king 
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of the Parthhms, was of so mean and obscure pamir* 
tage, that no man's memory could make a report of 
his father or mother ; Ptoiomy king of Egypt, was 
the son of a 'squire in Alexander's army ; the Era* 
peror Dioclesian, was the son of a scrivener ; the 
emperor Probus was son of a gardener j and die 
parents of Aurelius, were so obscure that writers 
nave not agreed who they were ; Maximus was the 
eon of a smith, or as some say, a waggon-wright $ 
Marcus Julius Licinius, was the son of a herdsman $ 
Bonosus was the son of a poor stipendary school- 
master ; Mauritus Justinus, predecessor to Justinian, 
and also Galerus, were both shepherds ; pope John, 
the twenty-second of that name, was the s6n of a 
shoe-maker ; pope Nicholas the fifth was the son of 
* man that sold eggs and butter about the streets ; 
and pope Sixtus the fourth was a manner's son » 
ILamusius, king of the Lombards, was the son of a 
common strumpet, who [when he was an infant] 
thrift him into a ditch, but was taken out by king 
Agelmond ; Primissaus, king of Bohemia, was the 
son of a country peasant ; Tamerlane the great was 
a herdsman ; Cams Marius, seven times consul of 
Rome?, was born of poor parents in the village of 
Apirnum ; and Marcus Tullius Cicero, consul of 
Rome, and pro-consul in Asia, was from the poor 
Tugriole of Arjnnum, the meanest parentage that 
could be ; Ventidius, field-marshal and consul of 
Rome, was the son of a muleteer j and Thophras- 
tus was the son of a botcher, u e. a mender of gar* 
xnents, &c. 

I have heard of many others of later date that 
have been preferred to places or offices of great 
trust, and Signified with titles of honour, without 
having the least claim to wit, courage, learning or 
honesty ; therefore, if such occurrences be duly 
considered, I humbly conceive it will not be deemed 
as a capital offence, that I should entertain my own 
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perpetual notion, while I do not endeavor to disin- 
herit any man of his properties. 

I doubt I have tired the reader's patience ; and 
if so, I humbly beg his pardon for this long digres- 
sion. But to return, while my mind was wholly 
taken up with my fancied superiority as an historian, 
fee. I insensibly tell into a slumber, when me-thought 
four men entered my room ; their habits appeared 
. to bc,of very ancient fashion, and their language also 
I r imagined to be either Hebrew, Arabic, or Chal- 
dean, in which they addressed me, and I immedi- 
ately answered them after the pantomime fashion r 
After some formal ceremonies, I desired to know 
their names, and from whence they came ; to which 
one of them answered me [in English] we are four 
brothers, and come from the holy city of Jerusalem ; 
our names are Shallum, Ahiman, Akhub, and Tal- 
mon. Hearing they were sojourners from Jerusa- 
; icm, I asked them whether they could give any ac- 
count o£ Soiomon's Temple ; to which Shallum* 
[the chief of them] made answer and said, the wise 
KiiHG Solomon, Grand Master of Israel, ap- 
poiated us head porters at the Temple, in the thirty* 
; second year of his age, the twelfth of his reign, and 
about the year of the world 2492 5 and therefore 
we can give a full and particular account of that 
wonderful fabric, and likewise of the artists who 
performed iu I was glad to meet with such bre- 
thren, from whom I did expect a great deal of know- 
ledge ; which the many ages they had lived in must 
have taught them, if their , memories did not fail ; 
Upon this consideration I told- them, that I was 
writing a history of Masonry, and begged their 
assistance, &c. 

A history of masonary ! (says Ahiman) from the 
day of the dedication of the holy Temple to this* 
present time, I have not seen a history of masonry, 
though some have; pretended (not only) to describe 
b 2 
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the length, breadth, height, weight, colour* afcftpe* 
form, and substance of every thing within and about 
the temple ; but also to tell the spiritual * meaning 
ef them, as if they knew the mind of him who gave 
orders for that building, or seen it finished : but I 
can assure you that such surveyors have never seen 
die temple, nay never have been within a thousand 
miles oi Jerusalem : Indeed (continued he) there 
was one Flavius $ (I think he was a soldier) took a 
great deal of notice of the temple, and other matter* 
about it ; as did another man named Jerry : There 
were two others, whose names I have forgot, but 
remember one of them was an excellent dreamer J* 
and the other was very handy in collecting all man* 
tier of good writings || after the captivity. 

Those were the only men that have wrote most 
and best upon that subject, and yet all their works 
together would not be sufficient for a preface to the 
history of masonry ; but for your further instruo 
tions, you shall hear an eminent brother $vho can in*» 
form you in every particular that is necessary to 
your present undertaking. The words were scarce 
ended, when there appeared a grave old gentleman, 
with a long beard ; he was dressed in an embroider* 
ed vest, and breast plate of gold, set with twelve 
precious stones, which formed an oblong square : I 
was informed that the name of the stones were 
Sardine, Emerald, Ligure, Beryl, Topes, Saphire* 
Agate, Onyx, Carbuncle, Diamond, Amethyst, and 
Jasper: Upon these stones were engraved the 
names of the twelve tribes, wz.Reuben, Judah, Gad, 
Zebulun, Simeon, Dan, Asher, Joseph, Levi, Nspb- 
thali, Issacher, and Benjamin*. 

Upon his entrance, the four sojourners did him 

* See Salomon's Tempfe fpiritualized by Bunjtn. 
$ Flavius Jofephus, the learned and warlike Jew. 
%Bzekhh %Ezra. 
; wa * ttlc brcatf-ptati, worn by the Hlgh-Pricst it 

v.. 
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the homage due to a superior ; as to* me, the lustre 
of his breast-plate dazzled my sight, in guch a man- 
ner that I coedd scarce look at him. But Ahiman 
giving him to understand that the people of this 
country were weak-sighted, he immediately covered 
his breaat-pfcte-; which not only gave me an oppor- 
tunity of perceiving him more distinct, but also of 
paying hirrn my respects m the best manner I was 
capable of ; and making a very low bow, I present- 
ed him with the first volume of the history bf ma- 
sonry, hoped he would do* me the honor of perusing 
it, and begged his advice for my further proceedings t 
he kindly received it, and read it over, whilst I im- 
pattendy waited to bear his opinion ; which at last 
(to my mortification) amounted to no more than an 
oM Hebrew proverb (which Ahiman translated 
% thus : Thou hast dived aeep into the water, and hast 
brought upa pfotsherd) : neyertheless he took me by the 
hand, and said*, my son, if thou wilt thou shalt be N 
taught, and if thou wilt apply thy mind thou shalt be 
witty 5 ' if thou love to hear," thbu shalt re'eefre doc- 
trine 5 and if thou delight in hearing thou shalt be 
wise ': and although your history of masonry is not 
worth notice, yet you may write many other things 
o£ great service to the fraternity. 

Certain it js (continued he) that free-masonry has 
been from die creation (though not under jhat 
name) ; that it was a divine gift from God ; that 
don and the builders of his city were strangers to 
the secret mystery of masonry ; that there, were but 
four masons in the world when the deluge hap- 
pened; that one of the four, even the second son of 
Noah, was not master of the art ; that Nimrod, hotf 
any of his bricklayers, knew any thing of the matter f 
and that there were but very few masters of the art 
{even) at Solomon's temple ; whereby it plainly ap- 
pears, that the whole mystery was communicated to 
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Very few at that time ; that at Solomon's Temple 
(and not before) it received the name of free-mason- 
ry, because the masons at Jerusalem and Tyre were 
the greatest cabalistsj then in the world ; that the 
mystery has been, for the most part practised 7 amongst 
builders since Solomon's time ; that there were some 
hundreds mentioned (in histories of masonry) under 
the titles of grand-masters, £s?c. for no other reason 
than that of giving orders for the building of a house, 
tower, castle, or some other edifice (or perhaps for 
suffering the masons to erect such in their terri- 
tories, &c.) while die memories of as many thou- 
sands of the faithful craft are buried in oblivion : 
From whence he gave me to understand, that such 
histories were of no use to the society at present i 
and further added, that the manner of constituting 
lodges, the old and new regulations, £s?c. were the 
only and most useful things concerning free-mason- 
ry, that could be wrote : to which I begged to be 
informed, whether songs were to Be introduced r 
his answer was *: if thou be made the master, lift 
not thyself up ; but be among them as one of the 
rest : take diligent care for them, and so sit down* 

And when thou hast done all thy duty, sit daw**, 
that thou mayst be merry with them ; and receive a 
crown for thy good behaviour!- 

§peak thou that art the elder, for it beconaath 
thee ; but with sound judgment : and hinder not 
music. And at all times let thy garments be white* 

While he was speaking these last words, I was 
awakened by a young puppy that got into the room 
while I slept, and, seizing my papers, eat a great 
part of them, and was then between my legs, tearing 
the last sheet of what I had wrote. 

I have not words to express the sorrow, grief, 
trouble and vexation I was in, upon seeing the ca- 

t People skilled in the cabala, i. e. tradition, tbeir fccrct 
science of expounding dirine mysteries, &c. 



mtrophe of a work which I exacted would outlast 
the teeth of time* 

Like one, distracted (as in truth I was) I ran to 
the owner of the dog, and demanded immediate 
satisfaction : he told me he would hang the cur ; 
but at the same time he imagined I should be under 
mope obligation to him for so doing, than he was 
«o me for what had happened. 

In short, I looked upon it as a bad omen ; and 
my late dream had made so great an impression on 
say mind, that superstition got the better, of me and 
caused me to deviate from die general custom of my 
worthy predecessors > otherwise I would have pub* 
tisbeda history of masonry : and as this is rather an 
accidental than a designed fault, I hope the reader 
wiH look over it with a favourable «ye» 

To be serious : The reader will do me strict 
justice in believing, that I do not wish to offend the 
persons or names of writers of historical truths 
My iatentwSn being only to expose rklkulous inno- 
vations, and- fabulous accounts of Grand Master*, 
*&otoe Masonical authorities never existed. 

What man (conversant with real free-masonry 
*nd history) can swallow the legendary stories of the 
Grand Mastership of the monk St. Austin, St 
S within, St. Dunstan, and cither monkish saints, 
confessors, cardinals, &c &c Is it not more pro. 
imble, that those legendary Grand Masters, instead 
of patronizing and protecting a society that was then 
•opposed to raise and converse with familiar spirits, 
would have excommunicated them by bell, book 
and candle ; and by a thundering anathema con- 
sign them over to the devil : did not the behaviour 
of their contemporaries and successors, favour this 
opinion? 

But to come nearer to the present time : suppose 
we were to enquire into the origin of the present 
Grand Lodge of Modern Masons, who, not satis- 
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fed with the old tide of Right Worshipful Grand 
Lodge, have, in their Callender for 1777, modesdy 
gave themselves the title of the Supreme Grand 
Lodge of the Most Antient and Honorable, &c. &c. &c. 
Upon enquiry it would appear, that all their boasted 
supremacy is derived from an obscure person, who 
lived about sixty-two years ago, and whose name is 
not to be found on record amongst Ancient or 
Modern Masons. 

Whosoever doubts the truth hereof, let him exa- 
mine Dr. Anderson's Constitutions (printed in 
1738) page 109, where it is written* " that four 
lodges that is to say, some persons who were 
wont to meet 

* At the Goose and Gridiron ale-house, in St. 
Paul's church-yard. 

44 At the Crown ale-house, inParker's-lane, 

44 At the Apple-tree in Charles-street, Covent- 
garden. 

44 And at the Rummer and Grapes, in Channel- 
Row, Westminister, did meet at the Apple-tree 
aforesaid, in the year 1716, or rather 17, and hav- 
ing chosen (the nameless person before hinted) a 
Chairman, they constituted themselves a Grand 
Lodged 

Such are the words of the most authentic history 
amongst Modern Masons, and beyond contradiction 
prove the origin of their supremacy to be a self- 
created assembly. 

Nor was a self-creation the only defect : They 
were defective in numbers. 

To form (what Masons mean by) a Grand Lodge, 
there must have been the Masters and Wardens of 
five regular lodges, that is to say, five Masters and 
ten Wardens, making the number of installed offi- 
cers fifteen* 

This is so well known to every man conversant 
with the ancient laws, usages, customs and ceremo- 
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nies of Master Masons, that it is needless to say 
more, than that the foundation of the now (would 
be) supreme, &c. was defective in number, 
consequently defective in form and capacity. 

Nor can it be urged, that such defection or irre* 
gular formation, was owing to necessity, as there 
were numbers of old Masons then in (and adjacent 
to) London, from whom the present Grand Lodge 
of Ancient Masons received the old system without 
adulteration. 

- Under such defections as above-mentioned, Mr. 
Anthony Sayer, (the first Grand Master of Modern 
Masons found on record) mounted the (now su- 
preme) chair upon the 24th day of June, 1717. 

The Moderns, (I mean their writers) cunningly 
call those transactions a revival of the Grand Lodge. 
Plausible as this story of a supposed revival, &c. 
may appear, yet one minute's reflection will shew 
(an Ancient Mason) the fallacy of this part of their 
history* 

. This will be done, by considering,^ that had it 
been a revival of the Ancient Craft, only, without 
innovations or alterations of any kind, the Free and 
Accepted Masons in Ireland and Scotland, where 
no change has yet happened, nay, Freemasons in 
general would agree in secret language and ceremo- 
nies with the members of the Modern Lodges.- 
Rwt daily experience point out the contrary. And 
this I say, is an incontrovertible proof of the fallacy 
of their nistoiy. 

Indeed this is acknowledged by the Moderns 
themselves, in their Calendar for 1777, page 31, 
where, speaking of the Old Masons, we find these 
words: u The Ancient York Constitution, which- 
was entirely dropt at the revival of the Grand 
Lodge in 1717." By this, it is plain, that instead 
of ,a revivcdy a discontinuance of Ancient Masonry 
then took pl*ce* - 
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* To put tnis matter out of the reach of contradle* 
tion, take the testimony of Mr. Spencer, one of their 
Grand Secretaries : 

# C°py °f an answer (in writing) given to brother 

• W , C //, a certified petitioner from 

Ireland. 

"Your being an Ancient Mason you are not 
** entitled to any of our charity. The Ancient Ma- 
%i sons have a lodge at the Five Bells in the Strand* 
u and their Secretary's name is Dermott. 

" Our society is neither Arch, Royal Arch, or 
a Ancient, so that you have no right to partake of 
" our charity." 

Such was the character given of them by their, 
own Grand Secretary about fourteen years ago : ^ 
How much they have changed for better or worse* 
is no business of mine at this time. In the afore- 
said calendar, amongst other things which I am to 
suppose were extracted from the records of modern 
Masons, I observed a censure passed {in the year 
1755) on persons for calling themselves Ancient 
Masons. 

The compiler seems to be unacquainted with the 
masonical proceedings of that time, otherwise he 
would have known that the persons were censured* 
not for assembling under the denomination of An* 
fcient Masons, but for practising Ancient Masonry, 
having their constitution from the? Modern Grand 
Lodge. The case was briefly thus : A lodge at the 
Ben Johnson's Head in Pelham Street, in Spital* 
fields, were composed mostly of Ancient Masons* 
tho' under the Modem Constitution* Some of them* 
had been abroad, and received extraordinary bene* 
fits on account of Ancient Masonry. Therefore 
they agreed to practise Ancient Masonry on every 
third lodge night. Upon one of those nights some 
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Modern Masons attempted to visit thefti, but wert 
refused admittance: the. persons so refused laid a 
formal complaint before the Modern Grand Lodge, 
then held at the Devil Tavern, near. Temple-Ban 
And the said Grand Lodge, though incapable of 
judging the propriety or impropriety of such refusal 
toot being Ancient Masons) ordered, that the Ben 
Johnson's lodge should admit all sorts of Masons 
without distinction* 

And upon non-compliance to that order, they 
were.c$*sured, &c. 

: The persons thus censured, drew up, printed, and 
published, a Manifesto, and Masons Creed ; (sold 
by Owen in Fleet-street) which did honor to their 
hearts, and heads* 

The following lines were copied from the pre* 
&ce to their pamphlet : 

44 Whereas the, genuine spirit of Masonry seems 
> 4 to be so greatly on the decline, that the craft is in 
44 imminent danger from false brethren. And 
44 whereas its very fundamentals have of late been 
44 attacked, and a revolution from its ancient prin- 
44 ciples, &c. &c.-~It has been thought necessary, 
44 by, certain persons, who have the welfare of the 
44 craft at heart, to publish the following litde pamph- 
u let, by. means of which it is hoped, the ignorant 
44 may be instructed, the luke-warm inspired and 
* the irregular reformed," &c. &c. 

Every real — that is, every Ancient Mason, who 
had read those publications, were convinced of the 
injustice done to the Ben Johnson's lodge, in cen- 
suring them for doing their duty ; a duty which they 
owed to god and to themselves ; and a business 
which their judges^ (the then Modern Grand 
Lodge) were as ignorant of — as a blind man is in 
the art of mixing colours. 

Nevertheless censure was passed, and a minute 
thereof preserved in the archives of the (would-be) 



S6 



Supreme, &c. From whence it is now published 
in their calendar as one of the legislature orders on 
their records, which records have received muck 
honour and amendments from twelve-penny lec- 
tures, twelve-penny illustrations and twelve penny 
cailenders. 

The brethren, censured had their constitutfcm 
from the Modern Grand Lodge, nor had they any 
connexion with the Ancient Grand Lodge at thfk 
time nor since ; nevertheless I do affirm (from pgft- 
sonal knowledge and public report) they were peiv 
sons of most amiable characters, as men and masons"; 
and the names of the ingenious Marigeot, €het£- 
ham, Cornish, &c &c. will be long remembered 
with esteem and veneration, amongst the faithful 
and legitimate heirs of eld Hiram. ** 
In justice to another person, I am under the ne- 
cessity of taking notice t>f a plagiarism hi the Caien- 
dar aforesaid. In page 41, 42 and. 43, the conipil- 
, er (or author) in describing the ceremonies atiay- 
ing the foundation, and dedication of the Md&ern 
Masons "Han, says, " A grand Anthem, written 
44 by H. D. Esq. was sung," &c— in the samfe page 
is written the words of the anthem, beginning, ' 

u To heaven's high Architect all praise, 
u All praise ail gratitude be given, See." 

This anthem was not written by H. D. Esq, nor by 
any member of the modem society : It was pilfered 
from the oratorio of Solomon's Temple, annexed to 
the prologues in this book, and was written by Mr. 
James Eyre Weeks, an ancient Mason of the ci|y 
of Dublin. 

' I should not have taken so much notice of the 
calender, were it not that the title page says that it 
is "published under the sanction of the Grand 
Lodge of England* 

As there are some of the most respectable gen- 
tlemen (and I am willing to belieye their present 



Grand Officers such) belonging to the Modern 
Grand Lodge, I am sorry to find they have acted 
incautiously as to give sanction to falsehoods* 
<- Although falsehood found admittance into the 
calender, yet a true and memorable transaction is 
omitted, viz* That the Modern Masons petitioned 
parliament to grant them a charter of incorporation, 
*n order to give them the power and pleasure of 
punishing every Freemason in England, that did 
not pay quarterage to them. Had they obtained 
the ^barter, it would have shut out all Masons of 
jtye nf ighbouring kingdoms, as they could receive 

mfUmer of benefit therefrom. 

T|)f wisdom ; of parliament treated the petition 
with just contempt ; And it was . reported in the 
, pi*h}ic prars, $hat the honourable Speaker of the 
.H,W9e at (Emmons said, u that if the petition was 
* ^FfVnted, he made no doubt the chimney-sweepers 
? w<H4d,soon apply for 4 charter. 5 ' 

l£ js remarkable, that the said petition was pre- 
aftgtpd on (fool's day) the first ot April, 1770* — 
Eor pther matters relative to the Moderns, I refer 
uie reader to page 35, 36, &c. 

In the following sheets, under the tide of Ahiman 
Rezon, I have inserted nothing but what are un- 
deniable truths* which will be found* (if observed^ 
to bd of great use to the fraternity, and likewise to 
numbers that are not of the society ; to the latter, 
it will shew them the folly of ridiculing a society 
^bunded upon religion, morality, brotherly love and 
" goc<l fellowship : and to those of a more gentle and 
polished nature, in giving them an opportunity, of 
exajnining whether they are endued with the neces* 
sary qualifications to be bade free-masons. 

How far this may answer the design, I know not ; 
but I hope that my brethren and others will accept 
the will for the deed, and take this as the widow's 
mite was received, winch will amply reward m" 
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For such Gentlemen, as maybe inclined to 
become Fre&Mastns, 

GENTLEMEN, 

IF the love of knowledge, interest, company, o* 
dear curiosity, should take possession of any cofw 
ner of your heads or hearts, tod work you up ixy 
a desire of becoming free-masons ; in such case^ 
I beg leave to offer my service as your guide 4 to 
the lodge door: this- proposed, will not [IhopeJ p 
be disagreeable to you, considering that I am the* 
first person that ever offered assistance m this 
manner* But, before we *et out, it is necessary 
that you carefully examine whether you are pro* 
perly equipt for such an undertaking. 

To this end, be it known to you gentlemen, that'* 
in evety warranted lodge they have thfe following 
order, vifc. ^ , \ - - r 

u Any person desirous of being made a free ma- 
son in the lodge, shaU be proposed by* meto&et* 
thereof, that is to say, his name, age^ clescriptiott' 
6f his person; title o* trade knd plate of residence 1 * 
that such proposal shall be made hi -lodge hours*' 
at least one lodge-night before the initiation,' iiv 
Order, that the brethren may have sufficient time 
and opportunity to make a strict enquiry into the 
morals, character and circumstances of the candi- 
8ate ; and the brother that proposes him shaU at 

• That is from tlie vernal to the atitutrinal equinox 
between seven and ten o'clock m the evening, and 
from the autumnal to the vernal equinox- following* 
between six nine o'clock,, < 
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the same time deposit such a sum [of the candi- 
date's money] the majority shall think sufficient, 
[not less than one crown] to insure the lodge that 
the candidate will attend according to the propo- 
sal. And if the lodge approve his person, age, 
character and circumstances, and therefore initiate 
him into the mystery, &c*he shall pay whatsoever 
sum the brethren shall think proper [not less than 
two guineas] and cloath the lodge* if required. 
But tf the lodge think the candidate unworthy r 
and refuse to make him, his money shall be faith*, 
fully returned to him ; but, in case the lodge ap-> 
prove his person and character, &c. and he refuse 
tobemade, then he shall forfeit his money for the* 
benefit of distressed free-masons. And it is here-* 
f>y ordered and declared, that no person is capable: 
frf becoming a member of the lodge, but such as 
araof mature age, upright in body and limbs, free 
from bondage, has the senses o( a man, and is en- 
dowed with an estate, office, trade, occupation, or 
aofee visible way of acquiring an honest and re- 
fiutaUe livelihood, as becomes the members of 
this most ancient and honourable fraternity. f 

>* &f cloathing is meant white aprons and gloves, 
^Qt only ibr every member in the lodge, but also 
for all their wives and sweethearts* if they require 
|fyera« 

* t 'to this I beg leave to add a word or two : The 
persons to whom I now speak, are the men of some 
education and an honest character, but in low circum- 
stances ; 1 say, let them first consider their income 
and families, and know, that free masonry requires, 
ability, attendance,, and a good appearance to main- 
tain and support its ancient and honourable grandeur* 
•Be it also remembered, that they have no title to the 
.general charity, until they prove, that they have 
been formerly in reputable, at least,, in tolerable ciu- 
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By this regulation you see that the fr ee« ma *o tF 
trill make a strict, though private, enquiry into? 
your character and ability: and therefore I advise* 
you to be as circumspect on your side. Perhaps* 
you may think that it wiH be impossible for yo«c 
to distinguish the good from bad, amongst a peapfar* 
who make it their peculiar study to keep all thing* 
secret* Let not such a thought discourage ye«v 
when I assure you, that you have a faithful guide* 
who has made free-masonry, both ancient and 
modern, his constant study for thirty three year*, 
past, and thinks it a duty incumbent on him te ghre* 
you these instructions. 

In the first place, when you Intend to be made! 
€t free-mason, go with your friend to die lod^ey 
and -desire him to shew you the warrant or dn4 
pensation by which the lodge is held i that Js tm 
say, an instrument printed or written upon parohk 
ment, and signed by some noble grand master; iris* 
deputy and grand wardens, and grand secretary* 
and sealed with their grand lodge seal, fcc consti- 
tuting and appointing particular persons (therein* 
named} as master and wardens, with ftdlpowertcr 
congregate and hold a lodge at such a place, and 
therein make and admit free-masons, according toe 
the most ancient and honorable custom of the 
royal craft, in all ages and nations throughout the. 
kqown world, with full power and authorfy«to 
nominate, chuse and instal their successor*, 
When they produce this authority or warrant*, 
then call for the bye-laws, and, having seriously 
perused them, consider whether your natural dis- 
position will incline you to be conformable to 
them. Next call for die roll or list of the mem* 
bers, where you may find the names of some of 
your intimate and most esteemed friends, or per- 
haps the names of such [other of your, acquaint 
tances] as you would not chuse to associate with* 
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If these researches prove -agreeable, then j6n rt&jr 
Wttture to lay down the deposit money, *[as it ts 
cabled} but if they do not produce the grand-mas* 
tiBr** authority by warrant or dispensation, yon 
are to look upon them not only as the magma of free 
masons, but die very dregs of mankind, who, un- 
der the cloak of brotherly love, are ever upon the 
watch for m opportunity to pick your pockets, and 
make you contemptible into die bargain.* Doubt* 
Ifcss y<m will wonder how, or by what means, such 
abandoned wretches got admittance into a frater- 
nity which boast of so much honour and virtue, 
as to rank themselves with kings and princes, es* 
pdcifltty if they adhere strictly to the foregoing 
' regulation. To this I answer, that some of the, 
I*a»diords,t where die lodges are held, do often 
recommend persons to be made free-masons, and 
that , the lucrative view takes place [too often] 
where impartiality, honesty and virtue ought to 
be" the points of sight. That others have stood 
the- <test of the strictest scrutiny, behaved well 
fcr nutfty years, and afterwards fell into all man* 
nor of vices, which serves to shew the instability' 
tafeweakness of mankind, and that all the doctrine 
and laws upon earth, without the grace of God, 
is-not sufficient to make men wise or deter them 

c * Tor a confirmation hereof read the eighth regulation, 
ftajge*6$) where it is ordered, that no perfon fo made, ©or 
**? eoncerned in making him, (hall be a grand officer, nor 
«n Q&ccr of any particular lodge, nor fhaiJ any fucn partake 
of the general charity, if they N fhould come to waul it* 

i 1 4o not charge landlords in general with fuch evil pro- 
teedingi , becaufe 1 know many of them that abhor fiuiftcr 
views, and would facrifice all pecuniary intereft, before they 
would break through any of the facred rules or orders of 
the craft nevertheless much reformation is ftiU wanted ta 
Ifck twiner* _ 



from evil* Nevertheless, in the sy&twnof free-tttf* 
sonry, there are many ways to mend the manners* 
polish the disposition, correct the judgment and re* 
fine the taste of a soul virtuously inclined. And asthe 
number of good and wise freemasons have atwaya 
greatly exceeded that of die foolish and wiefce4 r 
it would be as absurd to condemn the whole for 
.part, as it would bo in the Jews to condemn Shero 
and Japhet for the curse brought upon Ham ; or 
the Christian?, to condemn the eleven aposdes, be- 
cause Judas turned traitor. But this is not alto* 
gether the business of a guide, therefore I beg 
leave to resume my proper character, and earnest- 
ly desire you to 6hun mason clubs, that is to say$ 
lodges formed without authority, for you may 
rest fully assured, that such clubs are generally 
composed of excluded tffembers, or persons clan- 
destinely made by them, and consequently incapa- 
ble of giving proper instructions to their pupils* 
Or admit them capable of giving proper instruc- 
tions, even then, the new brethren will be led in 
the dark, because it is the interest of the rebel party 
to conceal the essentials of the craft, which, if re- 
vealed, must of course prove themselves to be vil- 
lians. Therefore, in order to avoid falling into 
such hands, I earnestly beg of you, to have no 
communication with any lodge or set of men un- 
der the denomination of a free masons lodge, until 
they produce the grand master's authority, signed 
and sealed as before mentioned. But having pro- 
duced such authority, you may then enter in the- 
name of God! where you will be acquainted with 
mysteries, which are not permitted to be revealed 
by a guide, especially out of the lodge : And if 
after such entrance or admission you find that I 
have misled you, I do hereby give you full liberty 
to expose me as a blind guide, &c. but if expe- 
rience teach you, that my instructions (as well as 



tap intentions), were just, then I hope you will d*. 
« me the honour of calling me a faithful brother* 
And. that the God of all light and truth (who is the 
giver of all good gifts and graces) may bless* pros- 
per* and direct you, in all your public and private 
(lawful) undertakings, is the htarty prayet of, 

r GjUfTLftMSN, 

Tour faithful and obeditnt servant, 

* Laurence Dermott, 

... 

; . Late Deputy Grand Master. 
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Having taken my leave of the strangers, I noor 
beg leave to address myself to the Gewtlbmeh 

Or THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE FRA- 
TERNITY. / 

GENTLEMEN AND BRETHREN, 

SEVERAL eminent craftsmen residing in 
Scotland, Ireland, America, and other parts both 
abroad and at home, have greatly importuned me, 
to give them some account of what is called 
modern masonry in London* I cannot be dis- 
pleased with such -importunities, because* I had 
the like curiosity myself in 1748, when I was first 
introduced into that society* However, before I 

Eoceed -any farther concerning the difference 
tween ancient and modern, I think it my duty, 
to declare solemnly before Jpod and man, that I 
have not the least antipathy against the gentlemen 
members of the modern society* ; but, on the 
contrary, love and respect many of them, because 
I have found the generality of them to be hearty 
cocks and good fellows [as the bacchanalian phrase 
is] and many of them I believe to be worthy of 
receiving every blessing that good men can ask 
or heaven bestow* I hope that this declaration 

* Sueh was my declaration in the second edition of 
this book 9 nevertheless some of the modern society 
have been extremely mala part of late* Not satisfied 
with saying the Ancient Masons in England had no 
Grand Master, some of them descended so far from 
truth} as to report the author had forged the Grand 
Master's hand writing to mason ical warrants, &c. 
Upon application his Grace the most Noble Prince 
John Duke of AthoH. our present RighfWdfshipful 
Grand Master, avowed his Grace's hafnd Writing, 
supported the ancient Craft, and vindicated the anther 
in the public news papers, ' 
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wilt acquit me of any design of giving offence^, 
especially if the following queries and answers be 
lightly considered i 

- . # 

$>uere 1st. Whether free masonry, as practised i& 
ancient lodges, is universal ? 

Answer. .Yes. 

Whether what is called modern masonry is uni- 

* ^ yersal ? 

' l j£nswer+ JNo. 

3<L Whether there is any material difference 
J ' between the ancient and modern? 

ttfiisV A great deal, because an ancient mason can 
t v not only make himself known to his brother, 
1 tmt in Case of necessity can discover his very 
^ thoughts to him in the presence of a modern, 

* eJ 1ti they differ in matters of masonry, so they did 
&'<nauers of calumny, for while some were charg- 
ing}' me with forgery, others said, that I was so illi- 
^enfte As hot to know how ,to write my name. But 
afrfrat-'mDay appear more strange is, that bome insisted, 
*h*t I bad neither father nor mother ; but that 1 grejir 
up spontaneously in the corner of a potatoe garden in 
Ireland. 

* I cannot reconcile myself to the idea of having 
Neither father. nor mother : But am so far from con* 
tradicting the latter part of this charge that 1 freely 
confess there it a probability of the seedling from 
whence I sprung being planted in a potatoe garden* 

Be that as it may, as I do not find that the calumny 
of a few modern spawns has not done me any real 
injury >1 shall continue in the same mind as expressed 
it* the declaration to which Ihts note is written. 
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4 without being able to distinguish that either of 
thenvare free masons*. 

4th* Whether a modern mason may, with safety* 
communicate all his secrets to an ancient mason f 

*Ans. Yes. - 

5th, Whether an ancient mason may, with the Hit 
safety, communicate all Ms secret* to* s totodeYn 
mason, without further ceremony ? 

Ans* No, For as a Science comprehends all 0ft, 
[though an art cannot comprehend a scienoej 
even so ancient masonry contains «very thiAg 

, valuable amongst the moderns, as well as* many- 
other things that cannot be revealed without 
additional ceremonies. ' 

**# * *_* 

6th. Whether a person made in a modern manner, 
and not after the ancient custom of tb* tnajk, hhs 
a right to be called free and accepted* swwrduig* 
to the intent and meaning of the words'^*. / 

Ans. His being unqualified to appear in ampiata^'f - 
lodge, according to the universal system of ma*, 
sonry, renders the appellation improper* f 

Tth. Whether it is possible to initiate or introduce * 
a modern mason into the royal arch lodge ( the * 
very essence (f masonry J without making, him' : 
go through the ancient ceremonies* 7 ;\ 

Ans. No. u4> ^ : 

8th. Whether the present members of modern loaves 
are blameable for deviating so much from the old, ? 
land maris ? 

* See Locke** letter with notes, annexed to this book, 
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Jbi*. Ho. ' Became the iaftoratkm wm ««ufc iw 
Ac reign of king George *e 4m,* and the 
nev form \ra* delifcred as orthodox to the 
present members. 

9th. Therejbre as it is natural fir each party, tw 
maintain the orthoddxy of their mmmcal pre* 
teptors, hew shall we distinguish the originat 
and most useful system ? 

jfcww The number of ancient masons, compared 
with tho moderns, being a* ninety-nine to 
one, frpiwen thetmhrersality of the old Order, 

• flfed the utility thereof appears, by the tore and 
respect shewn to the brc thren, in consequence 
of their superior abilities m conversing with, 
and cKsttnguiehing Ae masons of all countries 

' and denominations, a circumstance, peculiar to 
anciest aaa^OBBv 

I sun so well acquainted wi A Ae truth of what 
I have joat Wiw inserted, that I am not in the least 
apprehensive of being contradicted. But if any 
person should hereafter labour under the spirit of 
opposition, I shaft (even then) be, contented, as I 
am sure of havhigthe m^ority upon my side. 
r Therefore, in order to satisfy the importunities 
of iriy good brethren [particularly the right wor- 
akipfoT and very worthy Freemasons of America, 
whi> for tfcehr charitable disposition, prudent 
chofee of members and good conduct in general, 
deserve the unanimous thanfcs and applause of 
the maaorrical world] b« it knotfn, that the inno- 
vatiea, already mentioned, arose upon Ae fall of a 

♦Aflthony Shyer the first Grand Matter of modern raa~ 
•oih artsumtd the GtAnd Mastership on the %4tb of June, 

s^«r. 

§ ThUtt so wettknowain Great Britain, Ireland, Ame- 
rica ten. Am. that 
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GRAND>JVlAgT£K > namely Sir Christopher Wren t 
who [as Doctor Anderson says] neglected the 
lodges. The Doctor's assertion is certainly trufc, 
and I will endeavour to do justice unto the memo* 
ry of Sir Christopher, by relating the real cauM 
of such neglect* -The famous Sir Christopher 
Wren, KnU [Master of Arts, formerly of W^l* 
bam college, Professor of astronomy at G^esham 
and Oxford, Doctor of the Civil Law, President 
of the Royal Society, Grand Master of the moat 
Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Free *n4 
Accepted Masons, Architect to the Crown* who 
built most of the churches in London, laid the 
first stone of the glorious cathedral of SU Panif 
and lived to finish it] having served the crown 
upwards of fifty years, was [at the age of ninety] 
displaced from employment, in favour of Mr* 
William Benson, who was made surveyor of the 
buildings, Sec* to his Majesty King * George , the 
first. The first specimen of Mr* Benin's skill in 
architecture was a report made to tfce*houfe *f 
Lords, that their house and the Painted; Chamber 
adjoining were in immediate danger of -falling ; 
whereupon the Lords met in a committee", So^ap- 
point some other place to sit in, while the, house 
should be taken down. But it being proposed f£ 
cause some other builders first to inspect itj they 
found it in very good condition. The Lord*, 
upon this, were going upon an address to thekkig^ 
against die modern architect, for such a misrepret > 
sentation, but the Earl of Sunderland, then teo^ 
retary, gaVe them an assurance that his majesty 
would remove him. 

Such usage, added to Sir Christopher's graft 
age, was more than enough to make nim decline 
cfll public assemblies. And the master mason** 
then in London were so much disgasted at th6 
treatment of their old and excellent grand master, 
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thftt they would not meet nor hold any communis 
catidh under the sanction of. his successor Mr. 
Benson ; in short, the brethren were struck with a 
lethargy which seemed to threaten the London 
lodges with a final dissolution. 
** * Notwithstanding this state of inactivity in Lou- 
dim* the lodges in the country, particularly in 
Scotland and at York, as well as those in Ireland 
kept up" their ancient formalities, customs and 
usages, without alteration, adding or diminishing, 
to this hour, froi^i whence they mayjustly.be call- 
ed the 5 most ancient, &c. 

-~ \ About the ^ear % 7 1 7\ some joyous companions,* 
frhrf had pawed the degree pf a craft, [though 
very jrusty] ^Vteolved to form a lodge for them- 
selves iir order [by conversation] to, recollett what 
had -btett* formerly dictated to them, or if that 
should be found impracticable, to substitute some- 
thing* new, which might for the future pass for 
■iisonry amongst themselves. At this meeting 
tfce^ueation was asked, whether any person in the 
fts&aatily knew the Master's part, aqd being an- 

— ^Bwher Thomas Grinsell, a man of great ve- 
tacity, [%lder brother of the celebrated James 
Quist, Esq.] informed his lodge, No. 3, in London 
Bp "1753] that eight persons^j&rhose names were 
JScisaguliers, Goftpn, KingS> .Calvert, JLumley, 
^fctddeh, De Noyer, and Vraden, were the ge- 
Wwtto Whom the world indebted for the me- 
j&arable invention of modgjrft^asonry. 
% * Mr* .Grinsell often told J&e author that he [Grin- 
sell] was a free mason before modern masonry 
was known. Nor is this to be doubted, when we 
cpnsider that Mr. Grinsdl was an apprentice to a 
weaver- in Dublin, whe»,fus mother was married' 
to Mr. Quiii's fether, ani<f that Mr. Quh| himself 
ww seventy three years old when he died in 1766. 



swerect in the negative, it was resolved ncm* con* 
that the deficiency should be made up with a new* 
composition, and what fragments of the old order 

{bund amongst them, should be immediately re* 
brmed and made more pliable to the humours of 
the people. Hence it was ordered, that every 
person (during the time of his initiation) shoulij 
yrcnr boots, spurs, a sword and spectacles. § Tha£ 
every apprentice, Koing and coming from work, 
should carry the plumb rule upon his right side, 
contrary to the ancients. That every fellow crstf$ 
5hould cany the level upon the left side, and not 
upon his right side, as the ancients did. And 
that every person dignified with the title of 4 
master muson^ should wear a square pendant 
his right leg. It was also thought expedient tq 
abolish the old custom of studying Geometry 13 
the lodge, and some of the young brethren mad? 
it appear, that a ffood knife and fork in the haiid$ 
of a dexterous brother, ovor proner material^ 
would give greater satisfaction^ a?d add more ta 
the rotundity of the lodge* than the best scale aiu| 
compass in turope, and farthermore added, that 
a line, a sqUaro, a parallelogram, a rhombus, * 
rhomboidea, a triangle, a txaperium, a, circle, 

$ This may seeing very ludicrous description 
of making free-masons* But Mr* Thomafl 
^roughton, master cX the lodge, No. ll^ondon* 
declared that he wwwsent in a modern lodges 
not one mikj from'TpRborough of Southwark, 
when two or three persqp dressed in liveries witU 
shoulder tags, boote d ^n d spurred, &c. Sic wen> 
initiated into modern^k^nry ; and upon enquiry 
who they were, he vfl Hd that they were $er-y 
ieants to lord Carysffl H^e* Gipwd Jester o4 
modern masons. " m , _ ' % 
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a semicirle, a quadrant, a parabola, a cube, pa* 
j^lelopipedon, a prism, a pyramid, a cylinder, a 
cone, a prismbid, a cylindroid, a sphere, a sphe- 
rpy^a parabolick, frustrums, segments, polygons, 
elipsjs^and irregular figures of all sorts might be 
firawn and represented upon Inroad, beef, mutton, 
fowls* pies, &c. as demonstratively as upon slates 
br sheets of paper and that the use of the globes 
^gi 1 * be taught and explained as clearly and 
ferielly upon two bottles, as upon Mr. Senex's 
J&jfBes of 28 inches diameter ; and we are told, 
vipt from this improvement proceeded the laud- 
abfe custom of charging to a public health at every 
&ird sentence that is spoke in the lodge. There 
was ancjther old custom that gave umbrage to the 
young pchitects, i. e. that, is the wearing^ of 
Ig^ons^ which made the gentlemen look like so 
pany mechanicks, therefore it was proposed, that 
tjo^rbther (for the future) should wear $n apron* 
This proposal was rejected by the oldest mem* 
pe^^who declared, tnat the aprons were, all the 
§jyOTs*\6f masonry then remaining amongst them, 
and for that reason they would keep and wear them* 
ft Was then proposed, that (as they were resolved to 
wear aproilsj they should be turned upside down, in 
order to avoid appearing mechanical. This prqposftt 
took place and answered the design, for that which 
ifras formerly the lower part, was now fastened round 
die ab&omen, and the bib and strings . hung down- 
wards danglii\g in such manner as might convince 
the spectators, that there ws||not a working mason 
ainbngst them. 

* Agreeable as this alteration plight seem to the 
^entfemeo, nevertheless it was attended with an 
u^ly circumstance ; for, in traversing the lodge, the 
Brethren were .subject &£g£4d upon , the strings* 
which often caused theiBLt^(H with great violence,, 
so that it was thought -necessary, to- invent several 
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qretfiQcfe of walking*,, in order to atoW *readinfc 

upon the*$tri»gs> . Ia brief, every meeting produced 
an addition qz a paUnpdy. Amongst other: thing* 
tbey seiaed on the stone* mason* arms, $ whkh that 
good aktured company ha* permitted them 
we^nr to this day, for which reason several of. tb* 
hretbrea have, tuumed tbeir apjons> in the ~Q& 
% {ashian^and affect to imitate the operative m asp yi ju 

. * 

* After many years observations on those thg£Jttr 
©us methods.of walking, up to ? brother^ &c. I 6$** 
eludes that the first wag invented by a j»^n grieyoMg* 
ly afflicted with the, Sciatica. Xhe second ,by*» 
sailor, much, accustomed tp the rolling ofasbij^ 
And the third, by a map, who for recreation eg, 
through excess pf strong liquors, was wont to. dance 
tjie drunken rPeasjuat. . 0i . 

J. The operative inasons^are. the SOth comp/iqy 
In London^ they have a HaU>in Basiogha^-st^eV 
the nuxnbfeR of livtry-men about 70. Admission 
fine l.L 16s. and livery fine, five pounds, ,*Tl}e* 
were originally incorporated in the yeap* ; 4^J0» 
by the name and jstyle of the society of free-mason^ 
And William Hankflow, or Hankstow, Cla^ejfr 
cieux .King $t arms, in the year 14*7,. .gjante$ 
t^em their arms* wThich the modern inasons.na^e 
usurped, as well aa that of their title. For -tSjs 
-said colnp^ny is the only society in the kingo^t 
who have a right to the name of free-masons of 
England. Nor did the accepted masons of old 
ever claim suc.h a title $ all they assumed was tji^t 
of free- and accepted masons j but the present 
niodepis, have been hardy enough to assume,the 
title of free-masx>E$ of England, and got theur 
lodge room foisted into Harrisons new history o£ 
I^oudon, under the napie of Free-Masons Hall*. 
But those who adn^ij^ijtiTenduccL and Madauj- 
JJ'Ifcqn may do f any thlSgj 



4ttfc&tft pfeaftaat ertough to see sixty or seventy 
able m» about a Httle fewi* and capstan, 8*<r. 
ducted upon* mahogany piarfbrm, purchased at 
a* extravagant price, aff employed in raising a 
Bttl* square piece of garble, Which th« weakest 
aaifia in company could take between his finger and 
frumb- and tlgWit over the house, 
*' I-iia*e the greatest veneration for sneh imple'* 
meats as are truly emblematical or usefbl in refc* 
ittgLdur rwwal notion®, arid I am well convinced 
that the custom amtnse of them in lodges arte botfc 
■a^Rnt and- instructive ; but at the same time I 
*bfcor and detest the unconstitutional fopperies of 
^mining avaricious tradesmen, invented arid intrc- 
IRic^d amongst the moderns with no other desigm 
t*ft*to eitract large sums of rtioney which ought 
to be applied to more noble and charitable use a. 
Tfi'ere is now in Wappibg a large piece of iron 
t&tfMe work, ornamentedSvith Ibilage, 8cc. painted 
i Jftfd gilt, (the whole at an incredible expence) and 
^Haded before the master's chair, with a gigantic 
jwfefd nxfid therein, dnrifcg the communication of 
•flft^^Hftliers, a tKing contrary to all the private 
ffid^AHrc^ftiteS of masonry,- all implements of 
Hffiff/ arid bloodshed being confined to the lodge 
%>qr; from the day that tk& flaming sword wa* 
^Hkc^d in the east end of the garden of Eden, to 
ftfre day thatthfc sagacious 'modern placed his grand 
jSwbrd* t>f state i* the nridfct of His- lodge* Nor is 
uncommon for a tyhr to receive ten or twelvef 
•shillings for drawing two sign posts with chalk, 
1 '(ftarwal > &c. and Writing Jamaica' rum, upon 
5 pite, and* Barbadoes rum, upon, the other; and 
^Wthis, I oppose, for nbotheruse, than to dis- 
tinguish \rtieretheseliqao»areto be placed in the 
fcdge. 

There are f otfaBt? unconstitutional and! 

perhaps,* utiprecedented^prOceedings r which, tan 
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avoid giving niore offence, I pass over in silence, 
and shall content myself with shewing the apparent 
state of ancient arid modern masonry in Engteiid^ 
at the time of this present writing, /. e. July 

But let us first consider,, that although the listwd^ 
do not expressly protect free and accepted masonry^ 
yet neither are free-masons nor any other, sup-. 

£osed; innocent or cheerful society prohibited^ 
ereby. This fenity has given birth to a great, 
number of what may be called 'tiplmg clubs or 
societies in Lotidon, such as the 



Vertuofo's Chib, 
Knights of the Golden Fleece 

Club, . 
the Mo Nofe Gtob, , 
The Long frofc Club, 
The Farthing Club, 
The Mankilliog Club, 
Thc^uily Club, 
The Athtiftical Club, 
The Ugly Faced Club, 
The Split Farthing Club, 
The Broken Shop Keeper 

Club, 

The Man Hunter a Club, 
The Mock Heroes Club, 
The Wraugling Club, 
The Qji«iCks Club, 
The Weekly Dancing Club 
The Bird fanciers Club, 
The LyingClub* 



The beggars CTub, . , 
The Chatterwitts Club, 
The Floras Club, 
The Srooaktag Ciab, 
The Mufical Club, 
The fltefrtakeClub, 
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The KitKat Club, 
The Bucks Club, 
The Gregorian Club, 
The SaUiuafHkrs Club, 
The Codgers Club, . 
The O d Souls Oub, 
The Couftns Clnb, \ 
The Albion* Cm 9 ^ 
rhe Feet and Ea&£iob, .:l 
The Antigallio Mafou^ClttfeV 
The Maccaroni ChibV , t in 
The Choice Spirhs Club, 
The Nevet Fret Club, , - 
The & 11, Care Club* -V t 

And many others not Worth notke, trhose chief j 
practice consists in eating, drink ing^ singing, 3m6$3k** 
ing, &c. ' - * - 

Several of those ; clubs, or societies, Tw&e-itir 1 
imitation* of the freeknasons, called their ekib' by 
the name of lodge, and their presidents by the 
title of grand master, or most noble .grand. M: 

Hence the meanest club think they have a rijHtl 
to the freedom of-<rom«fttt^atton amongst them- ^ 
selves equal to any unchartered society, though J 
composed of the most respectable persons. Nor~ 



44 

is the custom or constitution of the country iaw 
favorable to this opinion. 

. And whereas a great number of those club* or 
PQcieties (without scripture or law to recommend 
them) have . existed and multiplied for several 
years. pa*t t no wonder free-masonry should meet 
wjxbf encouragement ; as being the only society 
in the universe which unite* men of all profession** 
heUfving. in the Almighty Creator of all things* 
in one sacred band* And at the same- time carry* 
pig in itself, evident marks of its being not only 
coeval with f he scripture, but in all probability 
prior thereto. 

- Yet after all tl^is* grange as it may appear, w« 
have no true history of the origin of free-masonry 
in this ©naay other kingdom in Enrope, whatever 
people may pretend to. 

. . I conceive this defect is owing to the bigotry and 
superstition ,of former time* when free ntasona 
were supposed to have a po*%* of raising tho 
Devil, apd with him tempestuous storms, 8tcl 8cc* 
-and consequently were fcrbid by the clergy to uetf 
the $Iack ftt^a* it was often «dUed* 

In*a<dL*Me it was nattfn*!, prudent afld nec*s« 
mty4or\he brethren to. conceal their knowledge 
and meetings. And that this was the case about 
3£0 year* ago wilt clearly appear by reading tne 
great philosopher Loctoe'a letted and copy of a» 
<^d .manuscript* in th* Bodleian library, Hrhich 
l$tte?and eopy f , ar$ jumeaeoV , 

«From what has been said, it is evident that all* 
unchartered societies in d^Und f . are upon equal 
footing in respect to the legality of association* 

, In this light we are to view the fraternities of 
ancient and modern free masons, who ate become 
two great communities now in England. 

Ancients,; under the name of free and ac* * 
cepted masons* The moderns, under the name 
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of free masons of England. And though a simi- 
larity of names, yet they differ exceedingly in 
makings, ceremonies, knowledge, masonical lan- 
guage, and installations ; so much that they^ al- 
ways have been and still tqntinue to be two dh~ 
tinct societies totally independent of each other. 

As such the moderns having an undoubted right 
to chuse a chief from amongst themselves : accor- 
dingly they have chosen his Grace the Most Noble 
/Duke of Manchester, to be their Grand Master, 
and have all the outward appearance of a Grand 
todge. With equal right the Ancients have 
unanimously chosen his Grace the -Most : Noble 
Duke of Atholl, an Ancient Mason and Past 
Master of a regular lodge, and now Grand Masker 
Elect for , Scotland, to be their Grand Master,* 
And his Grace was personally installed in a gene-; 
ral Grand Lodge', at the Half-moon tavern, Cheap- 
side, London, in the presence, and with the eon* 
currence and assistance of hi* Grace the Mos£ 
Noble Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of Ire* 
land j and the honourable Sir James Adolpfrea 
Oughton, Grand Master of Scotland, wfcK Wveraf 
others of the most eminent brethren in^hg'thiee 
kingdoms ; an honour never conferred on Modenf- 
^Masons. ' f ' 

These are sterling, truths, from whence the im- 
partial reader will draw the natural inference* 
> I shall conclude this a$ I did- in the foririer: 
editions, with saying, that I hope I shall live t& 
see a general conformity, and universal unity be- 
tween the worthy Masons of all denominations. 

These are the most earnest wishes, and ardent 
prayers of, Gentlemen and Brethren, 

Your sincere friend, and most obedient setv 
vant, and faithful brother, 

THE AUTHOR* 
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LETTER 

•F THE FAMOUS PHILOSOPHER, 

Mr. JOHN LOCKE, 

. r n RELATING TO FREE-MASONRT. 

A Letter from the learned Mr. John Locke, to the 
t itijght Honourable Earl of with an 

* ol^ Manuscript on the subject of Free-M asonry, 

3j ( i t ,KY w»d . May 6, 1696. 

*f'Ti have at length by the help of Mr. C—~—n$ 
procured a copy of that manuscript in the Bodleian 
Library, which you were so curious to sec : and in 
obedience to your Lordship's commands, I here- 
with send it to you. Most of the notes annexed to 
ft a^ what I made yesterday for the reading of my 
lacty 3V1ASHAM*, who is become so fond of ma- 
sonm as to say, that she now more than ever wishes 
|ersejff a man, that she might be capable of admission 
into the fraternity. 

fl " *i^e manuscript, of which this is a copy, appear^. . 
to^be about 160 years old ; vet (as your Lofrdship 
will observe by die tide) it is itgelf a copy of <fee 
yet more ancient by about one hundred years ; for 
the original is said to have been the handwriting of 
Ipn^fiemy VI. where that Prince had it is at pre- 
sent an uncertaintity ; But it seems to me to be an 
examination (taken perhaps before the King) of 
spme one of the brotherhood of Masons ; among 

* This letter, seems to have been written at 
Dates, (the country seat of Sir Francis Masham) 
in E^sex* where Mr. Locke died Oct. 28, 1704, fa 
the ?3ct year of.his age. 



whom he entered himself, as it is said, when h€ 
came out of his mfcority* aad thenceforth put a stop 
to the persecution that had been raised against them :* 
But I must not detain your Lordship longer by my 
prefaces from the thing itself. 

(Certain Questtq*s wjth Awnswere*s 
to the sume, concernyngetke 
/* MYSTERY OF MACONRYE. 

Wryttenne by the hande of Kynge Henrye the sixthe 1 
- of the name, and faythfuUye copyed by me (r) Jo- 
\ ft an LeT3UA»de v Antiquar'm, by the comntatfde 
j of his (2) highnesse. 

\ They be us foUowetlie : 

Quest. What mote yttbe ? (3> v 
Answep. Ytt beeth the SkyHe of nature, *he 
understondynge of the myghte that ys hereyritie^ 
and its sondrye Wetckynges sonderlyche, ther 
Skylle of Reetenyngs, of Waightes, and Metyngeiy"* 
and the treu manere of Faamrrynge al thynge* fe?°. 
Mannes use, headiye x dwellypges, and bayldynges of 1 
afie kindes, and a! odher thynges that make guctde t«P 
roanneJ " ' - 

(l) John teyhxnde-m^ anointed by King Berijif' 
the eighth, at the dissolution of ifronasterks, to^ 
search for, and save such books and records as were^' 
valuable among them* He was a man of great la- \ 
beur and industry. h 
" (2) His Highnesse, meaning the said King Henry 1 ' 
the eighth- Our kings, had not then the title of ma- 
jesty. 

(3) what mote ytt be? that is, what may this tap*' 
tary of masonry be The answer imports, that it ;' 
consists in natural, mathematical, and mechanical 1 ' 



4 Quest. Where dyd ytt begroe ? , 

Ans. Ytt dyd begynne witn the (4) fyrste menhe 
yn the Este, which were before the (5) ffyrste, 
manne pf the Weste, and comynge Westlye^ ytt 
thathe broughte herwyth £ille pomfortes to the 
^rylde and Comfortlesse. 

Quest. Who dyd you brynge ytt Wesdye ? 

-Aw^ The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge Grate 
Merchaundes, corned flyrste ffromme the Estc ynn. 
Venetia, flfbr the commodytye of Marchaundysynge 
beithe Este and Weste, bey the redde and Mydak* 
hnde Sees. 

Quest. Howe chtnede ytt yn Engelonde ? 
\ Ansty* Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, journeyedde 

Imowledge. Some part of which fas appears by 
what follows) the masons pretend to have taught the 
rest of mankind, and some part they still conceal. 

£4, 5} Fyste menne yn the E$te> 8?c It should 
' seem by this that Masons believe there were . men in 
thg East before Adam, who is called the Jfyrste 
nupme of the Weste; and that arts and sciences 
^flfoV the Ernst* Some authors of great note for 
learning have been of the same opinion ; and it i& 
ce^rtaiii, that J^urope sjxd Africa^ ( which in respect 
to Asia may be called western countries) were wild 
and savage, long after arts and politeness of manners 
we^lR great perfection in China and the Indies. 

(pyTiife Venetians, &c. In the times of monkish 
ignorance 'tis no wonder that the Phoenicians 
should be mistaken for the Venetians. Or, perhaps, 
if the people were not taken one for the other, simi- 
litiu^e of sound might deceive the clerk who first 
toc^down the examination. The Phoenicians were 
the greatest voyagers among the ancients, and 




o$ber arts. 
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ffor kunnynge ya Egypte, and yn Syria, and y& 
everyche Londe whereas the Venetians hackle 
plauntedde Maconrye, Wynnynge entrance yn al 
Lodges of Maconnes, he krned muche, an4 , 
retournedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna (8) 
ivachsyngey and becommynge a myghtye (9) 

(7) Peter Goiver. This must be another mistake 
of the writer, I was puzzled at first to guess who 
Peter Gower should be, the name being perfectly 
Unglish ; or how a Greet should' come by such a 
name ; but as soon as I thought of Pythagoras, %' 
could scarce forbear smiling to find a Philosopher 
had undergone aMetempsochosisheiitVer^TC3Lmf:pfm 
We need only consider the French pronunciation o£ 
his Norm Pythdgore, that is, Petagore, to conceive 
how easy such a mistake might be made by atf on- 

^ learned clerk* That. Pythagoras travelled ,for 
knowledge into Egypt,. he* is known to all the lean** 
ed, and that, he was initiated into several different 
orders of Priests who in those d$ys/ kept alltheir 
learning secret from the vulgar, is as well knpwtt. 
Pythagoras al&9 made every Geometrical theorem a 
'secret, and admitted only such to the knowledge of 
them, as had first undergone a five years sjlenc*. 
He is supposed to be the inventor of the XLVTI t£ 
the first book of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his 
heart, 'tis said he sacrificed a Hecatomb. He also 
inew the true system of the world lately revived by 
Copernicus; and was certainly a most wonderful 
mam See his life by Dion HaU 

(8) Grecia Magna* A part of Italy, formerly i$ \ 
called, in which the Greeks had settled a large 
colony. ; 

* (9) Wyseacre. This word at present signifies sin*- 
pleton, but.formerly had a quite contrary meaning. 
Weisagor in the old Saxon, is Philosopher, wisemaft, 
or wizard. ' • . y 
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Wyseacr^ and gratelyche renowed, and her he 
framed a grate Lodge at Groton (10) and mated 
many Maconnes, some whereofFe dyd journeye yn 
Fraunce, and maked manye Maconnes, where- 
fromme, yn Procese of Tyiue, the Arte, passed yn 
Euglonde. "„ 

£>uest. Dothe Maconnes descouer here Artes un- 
*o Odhef s ? 

Anew. Peter Gower whenrie he jonrnedde to 
ternne,was ffyrste (11) made, and anonne techedde ; 
evenne soe shulde all odhers be yn recht. Nathe- 
less (19) Maconnes hauethe atweys yn everyche 
. Tyme from Tyme to Tyme communycatedde to 
Matmkynde soche of her Secrettcs as generallyche 
mygfcte be tfseftdle ; they haueth keped backe soche 
>uUein-a& shulde be harmefu^e yfF they commed yn 
e\ij41e Haundes, oder soche as ne myghte be holp* 
yitge wythouten the Techynges'to be joynedde her- 
•Hrythe in the Lodge, oder soche as do |>ynde the 
» 'fteres more strongelyche togedert bey the Proffytte, 
and commodytye comyfcge to the Confrerie heN 
frorame. . , 

^ (10) Groton. Groton is the name of a place in 
England. The place here meant is Crotona a city 
f <i\G recta Magna^ 'which in the time of Pythagoras 
"Wks very populous. 

(11} Fyrste made. The word made I suppose has 
fijwrticular meaning among the Masons ^ perhaps it 
signifies, initiated. 

Q12) Maconnes haueth xommunnycatedde^ 
This Paragraph hath something remarkable in it. 
It contains a justification of the secrecy so much 
boasted of by Masons^ and so much blamed by 
Others ; asserting that they have in all ages discover- 
ed such things as might be useful, and that they con- 
ceal such only as would be hurtful either to the 
world or themselves. What these secrets are, we 
see afterwards. 1 ^ ~ . ' 



Quest. Whattcs Artes haueth the Maconnes 
techedde Mankynde ? 

Arts. The Arts (IS) AgricttlturA, Archi- 

TECTURA, A$TRONOMIA, GEOMETRIA, NtlMERBS, 
MUSICA, POESIE, KymISTRYE, GOVERNMENT*, 

and Rely gyone. 

Quest. How commethe Maconnes more teachers 
than odher- Menne ? 

Arts. They hems elf e haueth allein the (14) Arte 
of fyndinge neue Artes, whyche Arte the ffyrst fcfeu 
connes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche Arte 
they fyndethe whatte Artes hem plescthe, anS the 
treu. Way of techynge the same. Whatt odher 
menne doethe flynde out, ys oneh/che bey chance, 
and herfore but lytel I tro. 

Shiest. Whatt dothe the Maconnes conceit, and 
hyde? 

Ans. The concelethe the Ar^e of ffyndlng fieue 
Artes, and thatys for here pwne Proflytte and (15) 
Preise: they concelethe the Arte of kepynge (f6) 

(13) The ArtS) Agtt€uttura 9 &c It seems atxtfd 
. pretence, this, of the Masons^ that they have tftgght 
mankind all these arts. They have thei* &#ti 4ul-» 
thority for it ; and I know not how we shull 
prove thenv But what appears most odd is, that 
they reckon religion among the arts. 

(14) Arte of Joyriding neue Artes. The art of ia- 
venting arts, must certainly be a most usefol art; 

, My Lord* Bacon's Novum Organum, is an attempt 
towards somewhat of the same kind. But I much 
doubt, that if ever die Masonshad it, they have now 
lost it ; since so few new arts have been lately in- 
vented, and so many are wanted. The idea I have 
of such an art is, that it must be something proper to 
be applied in all the sciences generally, as Algebra 
is in numbers, by the help of which new rules ^of 
arithmetic are and may be found. - 
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^Secreftes, that soethfe Worlds ^ayetfraotHgjge con* 
cele from thejn. ~ Thay concelette the A# of Wun- 
zderomrcUnge^ and of fort sayinge thyng&M WMne* 

, thatt so thay same Artes may not be usedde of the 

, J*)B&?dd& Ho fto feuyUe^ ^Ende 5 thay al$o concelethe 
Ac (17) ;\Atte of xbaujagfcs, the Wey tf ytyxirsynge 

^^/FaafcUtyt (18) xjf ^6«<tc t the SJcyUe of beconi- 
injfrrgegude^nd parfyght€ w^oi#en*heHalypnge* 
Fere, and Hope j and the Universelk [«Q Lot** 

~ jfftgeof Macoones* 

<^ Jfaehe* Ip seems the Mason* have a great 
~*5gprd Jo the reputation as well as the profit of their 
^tW&yz ; since they make it one reason for not divulg- 
dh£ an art in common, that it may do honour to the 
^professors of It, 1 think in this particular they shew 
too much regard for their own society,, and too little 
^Mior the rest of Mankind* [ 

i Arte of tepynge Secret*** What kind ,of art 
can by no means- imagine. But certainly 
:*uch an art the Mkspris must have j for thought as 
Hwme people suppose, they should have no secret at 
eve* that must be a secret which being disco- 
~3#$pMk would expose diem to the highest ridicule ; 
.yftfUtjjberefore it requires the utmost caution to con- 

(17) Arte of Chaunges., I know, not what this 
- r xneand, unless it be the transmutation ^>f metals, 
f Jl^^ocufly* of Abrae- Here I. am utterly in the 
d*rk. , 
* • t^) UmvwseUe Longage of Macormes. Aniuil* • 
versal language has been much desired by the learn- 
ed of many ages*' 'Tis a thing father to be wished 
/tfaah hoped for. But it seems the Masons pretend 
^ •• to have such a thing among them. If it be. true, I 
't guess it must be something like the language of the 
i; Fmtotmnts among the ancient Romanss who are 
said to be able, by signs only, to express and deliver 
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' 3$uest. Wyfi he tcchc me thay sairfe Areas ? ' 

Ye shall be techedde yff ye be trerthye, mi 
a61e tolerne. 

• ' , i 

any oration intelligibly to men of att nations mai 
languages. A man who has all these arts dftdadV 

y^intages, is certainly to be envied : butwe tf&tgKfc 
that this is not the case with all Mown* ? forAtf 
these arts are among diem, and all have a right and 
An opportunity to know them, yet some want capaci- 
ty, and others industry to acquire them.* How- 
ever of all their arte and secrets, that which I ntoat 
desire to know is, The Sky lie of beconmyng gu3e 
and parfyght ; and I wish it were communicated to 
all mankind, since there is nothing more true ^um 
the beautiful sentence contained in the last afettrer, 
" that the better men are, the more they love one 
another." Virtue having hi itself somajhingio 
amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behojd ft. 

I know not what effect the sight of this old paper 
may have upon your lordship ; but for my owfffsrt 
I cannot deny, that it has so much raised my curi- 
osity, as to induce me to enter myself into the fra- 
ternity ; which I am determined to do, if I magjrbe 
admitted, the next time I go to London, and that 
will be shortly. ; 
I am, • 
My Lord, * ^ 

Your Lordship's most obedient, <> 
And most humble Servant, 

JOHN LOCKE* 

% * In the Queries relative to Ancient and Modern 
Masonry, page 31, the author of ^himaQ Reaon 
has said, that he could convey his mind to an Ancient 
Mason in the presence of a Modern Mason, without 
" the latter knowing whether either of them were Ma* 
sons* He now positively asserts that he h uMe f&ith 



.Quest. Dothe idle Maconnes kunne more the* 
gdher Menne? 

Ans. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht, and 
Occasyonne more than odher Menne to kunne, butt 
m»y doeth fale yn Capacity, and manye more doth 
4wt Industry, that ys. Pernecessarye for the gayn* 
£*ge ,*li Kmninge. 

' $>*est. Are Maconnes gudder Menne then od- 
J*rs? 

Am. Some Maconnes are nott so Vertuous as 
some odher Menn ; but yn the moste Parte, thay be 
anone gude then thay woulde be yf thay war not 
*J£acomes. 

1 1 Jltikst* Doth Maconnes love eidther odher 
ijn^ghtyly as beeth sayde ? 

/is An** Yea verylyche, and yt may npt odherwyse 
-be: .For gude Me«ne, and true, kennynge cidher 
* cedher Jp be soche, f %eth always love the more as 
,itoy be Ipaote Gude. « 

ENDETHE THE QUEfiTTONNES & AWNSWERES. 

-fnlfotv Masonical implements, u e. top squares and a 
zdbmmon gavilor hammer ) to convey anu word or sen* 
aJenbe ef his ffwn, or the immediate dictations of a 
stranger^ to skilful or intelligent Free-masons of the 
ancient order, without speaking, writing or noise. 
And that to any distance where the parties can see 
each other and at the same time be able to distinguish 
squares from circles. But as Mr. Locke observed this 
is rwt the case with all Masons ( Note, there were no 
Modern Masons in his time J few of them tire ac- 
i* totftinttd with fhis secret. The writer of this note has 
r. Jtnown it upwards of 30 years and never taught it to 
: mere than six persons, of which number our K.W. and 
^ very worthy Deputy Grand Master, William Dickey, 
.;, £sq* is onei and Brother Shotwelly the publisher of 
this imk) another* Dermott. 



$6 



' A QLOSSARY 

to feXPtAIN THE WORDS IN ITALIC CHARACTER* 
AS IN THfe FORfiGOING^ 



Atleln, only 

xfoffA*, both * 

. Commodytye, conyswency 

*Confrerte, fraternity 
,JFaconm/nge 9 forming u . 

Fore say inge,j*rojftiecying 

Frercs^ brethrea 

jTeadly, chiefly 

Hem plesethe, they please 

Hemselfc, themselves 

Her, there, their 

Hereynne, therein 
'fferwyth 9 with it 
\Holpynge, beneficial 
'Kunne, know 

Kurmynge, knowledge 
. MakeGudde, ary beneficial 

Metynges, measures 

Mote f may 

Myddictonde, medUerran- 
ean 



Myghie, power 
Occasyonne, opportunity. * 
Oder , or 1 • 

Onefyche^oplY 
Pernecessarye, absolutely 

necessary . > ,£* 
Preise, honour 
Reofti, right ^ v - 
Reckenynges, numbers 
Sonderlyqiey particularly 
Sky lie, knowledge ; 
Waeksynge, growing ; 
Werck, operation " ^ : 

Whereas, where 
Woned, dwelt 
Wunderwerckyrie, wor$-- 

ing miracles 
Wylde, savage 
Wynnynge, gaining 
Wyseacre, learned 
Tnti) into 



ON THE 

SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS If SCIEMTES. 

The Grammar Rules instruct the tongue and pen* 
- Rhetoric teaches eloquence to men ; 
By Logic we are taught to reason well, 
Musick has charms beyond our power to tell ; 
The use of Numbers numberless we find, 
Geometry give measure to mankind, 
The Heavenly System elevates the mind. 
AH those, and many secrets more, 
The Masons taught in days of yorfc* 



EXTRACT OF THE RESOLUTIONS 

OF THE 

Grand Lodges of England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
As under ; 

Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, held 
at the Half-Moon Tavern, Cneapside, London, 
Sept, 2, 1772. 

The tno6t noble Prince John Duke of AthoH, gwmd 
master. 

Laurence Dennett, esq* deputy grand master in 
the chair. 

HEARD a letter from brother Thomas. Corker, 
deputy grand Secretary of Ireland, to-Lau* Dermett, 
esq. D. G. M. of this grand lodge 7 , setting forth the 
state of the craft, &c» in that kingdom, and having 
takei> the same into consideration. 
Resolved," It is the opinion of this, grand lodgf, 
44 that a brotherly connexion and correspondence 
44 with the right worshipful grand lodge of ire- 
" land, has been and will always be, found pro- 
44 ductive of honour and advantage to the craft ia 
44 both kingdoms^" 
Ordered," That the grand Secretary shall transmit 
44 the names of the •fficers of this grand lodge to 
44 the Secretary of the grand lodge of Ireland 
44 yearly, or as often as any new choice is made, 
44 together with such informations as may tend- 
44 to the honour and interest of the ancient craft : 
44 And that all su,ch information, or correspond 
44 dence, shall be conveyed in the most respectful 
44 terms, such as may suit the honour and dignity 
44 of both grand lodges." 
Ordered, u That no mason who has been made un-» 
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u der the sanction of the grand lodge of Ireland, . 
44 shall be admitted a member, nor partake of the 
44 general charity, without having first produced 
" a certificate of his good behaviour, from the 
u Secretary of the grand lodge of Ireland ; but 
44 upon producing such certificate, he shall re- 
il ceive all the honours due to a faithful brother 
y 41 of the same houshould with us." 
; Thfc' deputy grand master proposed, that a cor- 
respondence should be opened by this grand Io<fge 
with the grand lodge of Scotland, when they unani- 
mously came to the same resolutions as set forth for 
the gVand lodge of Ireland* 

Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted masons, Dub- 
lin, Nov. 5, 1772; 

The right hon. William Lord Viscount Dunluce, 
grand master. 

Arch* Richardson, esq. deputy grand master, in the 

* chair. 

RECEIVED and read tlje resolutions of the 
grand lodge of England, transmitted by 'their grand 
Secretary, brother William Dickey, and having 
taken the same into consideration, came to the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Htsehed, 44 That this lodge do entirely agree with 
44 the grand lodge of England, that a brotherly 
^connexion -and correspondence, between the 
** 4 grand lodge of England and the grand lodge of 
-* Ireland, have been, and will always be, found 
■ 44 productive of Jhonour and advantage to the craft 

m- both 4ringdoms. n 
•Qrdtrtdi u That the grand Secretary shall continue 
" to transmit^ from time to time, the particular * 

* 44 occurrences of this grand lodge to the grand 
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44 Secretary of England; and that Hereafter no 
44 English mason shall be considered worthy of 
* 4 their charity, without producing a certificate 
44 from the grand lodge of England ; and that 
44 yre shall always consider such brethren as may 
, 44 be recommended to us from the grand lodge of 
44 England, equally objects of our attention with 
44 those of the Fraternity in Ireland : — Nor can 
44 the grand lodge of Ireland omit this opportuni- 
44 ty of testifying their high sense of the honour 
44 they have received in this invitation of a mu- 
44 tual and friendly intercourse, which they shall 
44 study to preserve and strengthen by every act 
44 of good offices and brotherly love." 

By Order, 

, FIELDING OULD jun. Grand Secretary. 

To the most noble Prince John 
Duke of Atholl, grand master 
of England. 

Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted masons in Scot- 
land, held in the city of Edinburgh, Nov. 30, 
1772. 

The right honourable and most worshipful Patrick 

Earl of Dumfreys, grand master. 
The right honourable and most worshipful George. 
Earl of Dalhousie, late grand master, in the chair* 
IT was reported to the brethren, that the grand 
lodge of England, according to the old institutions, 
had, on the 2d of September last, past a resolution, 
and order relative to a constant correspondence be- 
twixt them and the grand lodge of Scotland, a copy 
of which had been lately transmitted by their Sec- 



nrfftrfv aodg^h^l&titfV^ of 

their'officers, t*4iUiffitei4>tef$^ 

The resolution and letter beings read, the grand 
lodgfcn*fc*£ of> qto^W 
coarse and coiresDondence, which the right wor- 
sK|Jf^<*}£^ were desirous 

to, ^s^J^^f ^uld be serviceable to both grand 
lodges, and productive ^taftoWflfld Jri^ntfjgo'ib 
the fraternity in gencr&fo r g»4Uft) pgfcoaitfcrtiiftbe- 
neficial purpose : 

Ordered^ "That the grand Secretary do transmit to 
' * the Secretary of the grand lodge of England, 
the names of the officers of the grand lodge of 
44 Scotland, elected this day ; and shall hence- 
44 forth transmit the names of the grand officers 
44 yearly, or as often as any new change is made, 
" and shall lay such letters, orders, informations, 
14 as he may, from time to time, receive from the 
44 grand lodge of England, before this grand 
< : lodge, their quarterly communications, or 
44 standing committee : And also shall transmit 
44 such informations as may tend to the honour 
41 and advantage of the craft, according as he shall 
44 be by them directed ; and that he assures the 
~* 4 right worshipful grand lodge of England, in the 
most respectful manner, the desire the grand 
, u . lodge of Scotland have to cultivate a connexion 
' * 4 with them by a regular correspondent for the 
intorc5t of the ancient crsft, suitable to the ho- 
44 nour and dignity of both grand lodges." 
Ordered, 44 That no mason, made under the sanction 
" of the grand lodge of England, according to the 
,* 4 .oid institution, shall be admitted a member of 
the grand lodge of Scotland, .nor partake of the 
?.l 4 general charity, without having first produced a 
~ 44 . certificate of his good behaviour, from the Sec- 
\*> retary of the grand lodge of England j but upon 
44 producing such certificate, he shall receive all 

F 
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* the honours fttd bounty due to a faithful brother 
of the same household with us," 

By Order of the grand lodge of Scotland, 

Graod Secretary 
To thermit w<MhipMthe , 
Gr^d L«^of Efigland. • — 
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AttlMAN REZON. 



BEFORE ^ve enter into. the cause or motive of 
the first institution of free-masonry, it is necessary 
in some measure to shew the excellency of secrecy, 
and with what great care it is to be kept* 

One of the principal parts that makes a man be 
deemed wise, is his intelligent strength and ability 
to cover suid conceal * such honest secrets as are 
committed to him, as well as his. oWn serious affairs* 
And whoever will peruse sacred and iprefene histo* ) 
ry, shall find a great number of virtuous attempts in 
peace and war, that never readied their designed 
ends, through defect of secret concealment ; and 
vet, besides such unhappy prevention* infroke^rcil*' 
have thereby ensued* But before dll other examples, 
let us consider jhat Yfhich excels all the Teat, derived - 
ever from God himself. Who so, e9pecia% jpne- 
serves bis own secrete to hitnaelfy never letting any 
man know w&at would Happfen on^the.imurrow'; nor 
could the wise men' in ages; pis t, divine, what should , 
befal us in this -afce^ij Whereby we may readily 
discern^ that Qirf himaelf is. /Well pleaded with sec- 
recy. ; And aid*)' (for man^s good) tha JLord haa . 
been pleaded to^rehrealrSOitae things, yet it is impos- 
sible at any time to change or alter hia! determine* 
ation, in regard whereof die revetend wise men of. 
ancient timoa, evermore affected to perform their 
intention* aecrcftly* ; # v!i , 

We read that Cato the Cen^ often said Jto his 
f^ndWXhat o£ three things he had gbod reason to 
r^pefet, if eVei? he neglected the true perft>rman££ o£ f 
tbem : : The 4irs^ iiljbc dinilged any f a*4ifct 
second* > if b& \ ^fentwredi on* 'the ym$&r .wheA he t 
might et^y on[jiry land and itiydly, if ^ should 
let *ny datf nedeetedly eac^evhi# witl&atf 4oi»g 



tome good actkm. r The latter two are well worthy 
of observation ; but! the firtt -concerns *>ur-p*esent 
Undertaking. Alexander having received divers 
letters of great imr-^rrinr f frmn hit mother ; after 
he had read them, in the presence of none but his 
dear friend Ephestion vmtLinmBdl, Jae drew forth 
his signet which sealed his most private letters, and 
without speakingi, set it upon Rpke&tim?* Hps, intifc- 
mating thereby, that * he in whose hosom a nutfi ; 
buries his secrets, should iiaire his lips locked* up 
from revealing them. 
i, Among, the rest it may not be -disagreeable to the 
reader to peruse -the follow lhgstery; astoldh^ jjmter 
GeUmA m.tikx4&*> *$*$hte> and by tflfacr**at* inihb 

The sinaftorb of £omv, at their usual sitting iiPthe 
senatq-house, had constituted at custom amob& 
tlwanMeWeer^lhat^each brother senator who; had a sots . 
shn^bemdirittt&r wkh chis ^fat&ev'to^abide $a the 
steat&^utoidiiring their sHtra^ or depart if octa- 
sion>jre^bared>4X>r was this fevow gdneifcl, but exv ■ 
totttfee^bnty t^nobkiAenVi <*bnsy who were tutortt 
in<Buoh/9Tttimori)asoefK^fxH tWem fcecome *w*a^ 
govero©i^If»prfilebfJ?kqe|>nfg ^their- own secret** 1 
Afeutthiswmejit hajfrpeneWthat sectors sat -in i 
cei«iltim«nro€« kpiiy rmporbm ibifoe^Wdtatfttftqr • 
stwre**»iclt dongbrc'^hahrasual,' >r^*lieicit*clusi<fc* 
referred to J the f oHpmiig>ctay, iwhtreftpres* charge : 
ofsetretj^in the -mean time. < Among the bother 
riobkraenVsons who? had^be'en atihis weigthy busi- 
ness, Avas thatjfaithBjl ydatb ^tke son of the ^rave 
PapiruSj whose family was one of the most noble 
and' iUtisirim* in alh*w»^. ■ t ■ ' r i ,« 

The young being come -home, Ms mother -(^l 
most «f theorise jctfre highly rffFectoi with iio*#ehsf)t 
ittteattttfctai XO*ett'her what Strange «as*liiad -bee* i 
that day deWwd W'thfe* stoat*;: thfte had ^ower to 
detain' ttorfn *so lbrt^<be^6«d,thein us;tt^ tocrrs 4 'fibe 
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it was a business- not in his power tp reveal, he be* 
iag kj a solemn manner commanded to silence : 
Upon hearing this answer, her desires became more 
earnest in stricter enquries into the case, and 
nothing but intelligence, thereof could any way 
content her: So that first by fair speeches and 
intre&ties, with liberal promises, she endeavoured 
to break open this poor little casketTof secrecy ; 
But finding these efforts in vain, she made use of 
violent threats, and stripes thinking, that force 
might compel, where lenity could not». 
: The admired noble spirit finding a mother's 
threats to.be very harsh, but her stripes more bit* 
ter than any thing beside ; comparing his loVe to 
her as his mother, with the duty he owed to his 
father ; the one might, but the other impulsive , 
he lays her and her fond conceit in one scale ; his 
father, his own honour, and solemn injunctions 
to* secrecy, in the other scale ; and finding her 
intrinsic weight, as being his mother, but lighter 
than wind being thus gone out of herself ; whet* 
ting his tender wit upon the sandy stone of her. 
edging importunity, to appease her, and preserve 
his own honour by remaining faithful, he thu* 
resolved her :. 

- Madam, and dear mother, you may well blame 
the senate for their long sitting, at least for call- 
ing in question a case so impertinent ; for except 
the wives of the senators be admitted to consult 
thereon, there can be no hope of a conclusion : I 
speak this but out of my young apprehension, for 
I.know their gravity may easily confound me ; and 
yet, whether nature or duty so instruct me, I can- 
jM)t tell : But to them it seems necessary, for the 
increase of people, arid for the public good, that 
every senator should be allowed two wives ; or 
otherwise, their, wives two husbands: I shall 
hardly under one roof call two men by the name 
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of father; I had rather call two women by the 
name of mother. This is the question, mother ? 
a*d to-morrow it must have determination. 

The mother hearing this, and his seeming un* 
willing to reveal it, took it for infallible troth s 
Her blood quickly fired, and rage ensued* I need 
not put the reader in mind that such sudden heat* 
seldom admit of consideration ; but on the co*m 
trary, hurry the senses and faculties further td 
rashness, and other follies ; by which they aw 
rendered incapable of doing themselves such good 
actions, or service, as their case often require : 
So without requiring any other counsel, she imi 
mediately sent to the other ladies and matrons of 
Rome, to acquaint them with this weighty di&ir, 
wherein the peace and welfare of their whole lives 
was so nearly concerned. This melancholy news 
blew up such a ^rain-sick passion, that the ladies 
immediately assembled ; and though, some sa$>y 
ithat a parliament of women are very seldom go- 
verned by one speaker, yet ttys affair being so 
urgent, the haste as pertinent, and the case on their 
behalf, merely indulgent, the revealing wohian 
must prolocute for herself and . the rest. And the 
next morning such a din was at the senate door, 
for admission to sit with their husbands in thi$ 
wonderous consultation, as if all Idome had been 
in an uproar. Their minds must not be known 
before they have audience ; which (though 
against all order) being granted, such an oration 
was made by the woinan speaker, with request 
that women might have two husbands rather than 
men two wives, who could scarcely content one, 
&c. Upon the riddle's solution, the noble youth 
was highly commended for his fidelity, and the 
ladies greatly confounded, and departed very likely 
with blushing cheeks. Nevertheless, to avoid the 
like inconveniency for the future, it was deter* 
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ateed drat thence forward they shmild brings their 
sons no more mto the senate ; only young Papirus, 
who was freely, accepted; and his secrecy and dis- 
creet policy not oftly applauded, but himself with 
thtes af honour dignified and rewarded. 
: ^Nor should we forget the faithful Andxarchnsf 
as related by Pliny, in his seventh book and 
twenty-third chapter, who was taken in order to 
force* bis secrets from him, bit his tongue in the 
ttidat between his teeth, and afterwards threw it 
in the tyrants (ace. 

The Athenians had a statue of brass, which they 
bowed to 5 the figure was made without a tongue, 
to declare secrecy thereby. 

Likewise the Egyptian* worshiped Harpocrates, 
the god of silence ; for which reason he is always 
pictured holding his finger on his mouth. 
■ The Romans had a goddess of silence named 
Angerona, which was pictured like Harpocrates, 
holding her finger on her mouth, in token of sec* 
recy. Hence the Latin sentence linguam digito 
e&mpesce. 

The servants of Platicus are much commended, 
ibcause no torment could make them confess the 
secret which their master intrusted them with* 

Likewise the servant of Cato the orator was 
, cruelly tormented, but nothing could make him 
reveal the secrets of his master, 
r S^uintius Curtius tells us, that the Persians held 
it as an inviolable law to punish most grievously 
/and much more than any other trespass him that 
discovered any secret ; for confirmation thereof, 
he says, that king Darius, being vanquished by 
Alexander, had made his escape so far as to hide 
himself where he thought he might rest secure ; 
<sio tortures whatsoever, or liberal promises of re- 
compence, could prevail with the faithful brethren 
that knew it, or compell them to disclose it to any 
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person ; And* furthermore says, that no mafe ought 
to coming any matter of consequence to him that 
cannot truly keep a secret. 

Lycurgus, among his continual laws, wouM* 
have every man keep secret whatsoever was done 
or said : For this reason the Athenians were wont 
when th,ey met at any feast, that the most ancient 
among them should shew every brother the door 
whereat they entered, saying, take heed that not 
so much as one word pass out from hence, of 
whatsoever shall here be acted or spoken* 
- The first thing that Pythagoras taught his 
scholars was to be silent, therefore for a certain 
time, he kept them without speaking, to the end 
that they might the better learn to preserve the 
valuable secrets he had to communicate to them, 
and never to speak but when time required, ex* 
pressing thereby that secrecy was the rarest vir- 
tue : Would to God that the masters of our present 
lodges would put the same in practice I 
\ Aristotle was demanded what thing appeared 
most difficult to him ; he answered, to be secret 
and silent- 

To this purpose St. Ambrose^ in his offices, 
placed among die principal foundations of virtue^ 
the patient gift of silence.. 

The wise king Solomon says in <his proverbs, that 
a king ought not to drink wine, because drunken* 
ness is an enemy to secrecy ; and in his opinion, 
he is not worthy to reign that cannot keep his own 
secrets ; he furthermore says, that he which dis- 
covers secrets is a traitor, and he that conceals 
them is a faithful brother : He likewise says, that 
he that refrain eth his tongue is wise : And again, 
he that keeps his tongue, keeps his soul. To 
.these I shall add the words of another wise man, 
Ecclesiasticus, chap, xxvii, to the 2fcd verse. 
ft Whosoever discovereth secrets looseth his credit, 
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ami shall neve* find ft fricud to his niind. 1 "Ifc^e thy : 
fcLeiid, and be faithful- onto him t But if thou be- : 
wi?a^^t l^»scicrets,foBwiro more after h i tn j For* 
*fr a. man hath de stroyed his ebemy^sa hast thou lost' 
th& love of tfyy; nei^tbour.. As one that* letteth & 
bird go out of his hand, so hasaibbu let thy neigh* 1 
hour j^^aikili^shaitnbt^getJiMnt agaki.' FdHbNV* 
after him no more, for he is too far>ofE: He is^as' 
jkTooescaped out ofi the* snare*. ;As for a wound 
it may be bound op, and after reviling there may 
be reconcilement, but heirfiat bevvrayeth s^ets i£ 
without hope/V-tl : cocrki mention niafty-^e^ 
cSrcumstances'of theefccelfeiacy pf seareoy $ ; *aad : I<; 
dkz&r yenture .to * say : fliat the fgreateat taft»#ury 
Justice^ tnuih, and fidelity* hae been; always? found : 
itaoogsi those, who couldkeep their own and Others 
secrets ; and this- is moist nobly set ford^by -fife- 
race, who says : \\ \ , ! 

The man rwolv'dawd steady td hktrustt . 

^ j .,f Inflexible to ill, andotyUnateiy,ju*t \ t v , . . 
May the rude rabble's infolence defpife, . r> 

- ; Their fenfelefs clam^urs and fumultuous'criesl 
The tyrant VfleVcefteP. frffcegulles* 1 1 : 
. v; And i be stein brow fod'the h*rai» voice defies* 

J i: , : And wHU fuperiprgrc^cf8ifB|rtt?8.i I \ . . 
Not the rough whirlwind* that deforms i 
J4 ia 9 * Mack gujph, and vexes it with ftorrris j ' 
The ftubborn^itttre of his foul can mote : 
Nat the.red arm of angry Jove t : r 

, Thai flingg the.tbqn4vr from the (ky f » 
And gives it ragc,fo;ro4ran4 t ftveiigth tofly. 

Should the whole frame of nature found him break. 

In ruin and cpn/ufioi) hurl'd ; > 
He unconctrn'd would hear, ihe mighty crack; , 

And ftand ftcure'amjdft a falling world. ■ 

Therefore ! am of opWton> that if secrecy and 
silence be duly considered, they will be found 
most neVeSshry'to qualify 'a man for any business 
cf importance ; If this be granted* 1 am confident 



that BQjfan.tytH dare to dispute that {ree*mdsdnst 
are supe;rip:r jtcffall other men, in concealing, iiham 
secret?, from time* immemorial : which the powcm 
qf gold* thai often haa 'betray eti kingb rindi princes^ 
%ndjBgmetimes overturned whole empires, nor th£. 
most cruel punishments, cpuld: never extort tbaifcj 
secret even, from . «&e weakest meihhfii: of the 1 
whole fraternity, . i a, " / 

, Therefore I humbly presume it will of const-; 
que^ce be granted, that the^cifaire and go«d.ro£ 
mankind was the cause or. motive of so grand an. 
i^^jtution aa freewnasonrfy no art yet ever being so? 
extensively useful, which rat xmly tends to protect 
ite n*e*fcbcrs from external injuries, but to polis& 
the rusty dispositions of iniquitous minds, andf 
a}so to. detain diem within the fdeasant bounds erf 
true religion, morality and virtue ; for such are 
the precepts of this royal art, that if those who have 
the honour of being members thereof would but 
live according to the true principles of the ancient 
craft, every man that is endowed with the . least 
spark, of honoor or honesty, must of course 
approve their actions, jind consequently endeavour 
to follow their steps. And although very few or. 
none of the btfetftren arrive to the> sublimity and - 
beautiful contrivance of H "i ram Abif^ yet the very 
enemies of Free-Masonry must own* that it is the* 
most renowned society that ever -was v is now, or 
perhaps ever will be upon earth. The following 
true description of the* royal art) will clearly shew 
its 'great use to mankind. v j 

HAIL m'ghty art ! gracious gift of heaven, ' 
To aid mankind, b/ Our creator given : :i 
It was you alone that gave the ark its form, J 
hich sav'd the faithful from impending storm ; 
hen sttifuf 'Cowans were gfoVHng in the tide*; 1 
The Mason'sirk triumphantly did ride, 
O'er mighty waves* nor car '4 they where it etccr/d, 
'Till floods abated and dry land appeared": , , 
On Arrarcfs mount, after th<? ctreadful storm,' 1 
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There the good mason, of his own accord* 
An attar built co serve tbcbeivenly lord ; - 
Returned thanks with offering eacriftcr, V 
Which pleased and to himsctf h^cHer, 

For cake of man I'll curse the ground no more, 
Nor smite the living as I've doae before : 
While earth-rematn this blessing fil bestow, 
A proper time when you your .fetdrtmy'sow ; 
TOe fe*t*e*t4iaie to btca*th*«yc1ttg «WaJn r ' 
With fruitful tffoptrfqr aWhkeare, and pain, ; 
Hi$i|$s> days au^ c ^e>s^na4bfU surround this ball, 
jtfor v sbalf they cease uuttf the end of afl ; J 
Aild tb confirm fitly prom?s^tfnt£ ttie*, 
Aftridtft the clouds' my bow a witness be : % - 
An heav*ory arch shows how God sav'd the liver ' 
Qf rn/ajion^four, lifcewfUf their happy wives. ; 
Such the blessings of each time and season, 
Qod has promised to that master^mason % , * ' 
By which we see that mighty things were^doiie " 
By thi* great art, since ftrat the world 1>egan. 
What mortal livings whiej her far Or near, 
Around the globe within, the ^leav'nly sphere,, . 
Can name one art so much by pod approved 1 , ., 
As masonry in Dan>id whom lie *6vM : ; 
Witness Moriahi where god *pftea**d toman, 
AM saw the prince the iojflte safe's pljM&| 
^ Which charge SftAy #« after did fulfill, , 
By aid of Tjre and Hiram* j might * skflu • 
TTiisTs the art that did the wWa* c)rteh, 
And ptets'd the Lord of Hottto come ami dwelt, 
;jtpiofifrit4bc meii^whp^d the (temple frames . 
To worship God and keep his sacred name. , 
By Jason's art aspiring domes appear, 
Whef e God is worship still in truth and fear 5 
Vf. Mason's art the greedy miserS breast, '> 
{Tho*«*oft~boo*d, mach closer than his chest) 
£«np0taion feck, vaJiiesflaot, bfs storey 
And freely gives w^at he ne'er thought before ; 
By Mason's art the busy tongue doth fall, 
Before the throne, when awful silence call ; 
By Masoh's art the wings oNeo*e desire, 
Aneclipt short, prevent their soaring high** I 
The vicwus mind the ancient craft restrain, . 
iFrom imrnodc8j pents, unlawful and. profane ; 
TBy Mason's art the puny foppish ass, 
t Mankind's disgrace, and sport of cv'ry lass) 
Soon quits his folly, and more wiser grown, . 

Lanka on himself i* one hefore unknown t ^ 
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By Masons art Ufcpmod ensigns of state, ' ^ ' 
(Ambition's nursVy, and her lofty Peat) A^ 

Are dcemtd^iaaiiduseitts toys, i' . V! 

Frees fttattmi prise 'morfe solid jeya; - r-„ ..7/ 

But methinks I hear some of W£ renters : s^f, 
surely if Free-^^i^rylje s^ch as^ ifj; 1 i^IJM^^ipfp^^ 
sented, the braiWhaod masft <cerftfonfy <*r* 
happiest men living ; yet. 'on* thfc contitariK, 
we often meet sotneH^e^ roiseraWie, att^ otheA 
very great knaves, ara ^qp^aber of ignotem^ illi- 
terate stupid fqojs of tpe society, or *$]e^6t wo^^l 
endeavor . to make the? world - believe so; This 
has been duly considered 1 and ahswered, in thfc 
insructions fdr such ais \wodld ^become Free-^fa* 
sons. In jfce^egji tytdk yrtfy;&wrjtd f #1^ 
none but sti^^lto ihej c^tfntw^d wgeuorow 
enemies to good' saotet^, J tf iH tleubt th* v»emcS<*> 
of what is hfre/iifeMe'd^ Free-fliFasonry. 
And for furthe'r sl*^£f ^ 

and such oftteom^^* w^y^o^t^. fiQ&w 
of being initkrte*4m*»th&ifcn^te*yj; bhord tog 
leave to treat of f^nrt&h)!& dfw Wtfftj tfo fltr 
as conies withinMj^ 

hope wiU^jnawth^^a^fc a^g^ipn, fosq^ 

they are founded *Lp«?rtatgiaii}ins*^ 

love, and good^llowahip.* ^ • >* <'T 

A Mason.w 6^%d^ft Centre; fo 
firmly in the t^ue^^l^^f^e j^f^al Go^'^ 
well as in^all^dteisttci^diveiUNra^^ wtacJk^ttect^iiBJr 
nitaries and fathe£S«af *tft#*tourah haro compiled 
and publ&hM T^jflte^usV^ J* 
that no one Wfaq M^jftaj^ 
possibly tread Vfrths md\gw*jp&ht uQ^y^k^t 
happy libelttttb,' ^'be^h^iiitfedttipf^Uowt'th^ aiKfe- 
gant professor ' fer7 ittK Hstft J Wr -deism*, twMte^ls 
he to be ^dmed >lfV^ 

superstition, but may have the ^^qt^m^^ 
ing what faith he shall think: {roper,, ptoyiqed at 



all times he pays a due reverence to his creator,.and 
by the world deals with honour and honesty, ever 
making that golden precept, the standard-rule of his 
actions, which engages, to do unto all men as he 
would they should do unto him : For the craft, in- 
stead of entering into idle and unnecessary disputes 
Concerning the different opinions and persuasions of 
men, admits into thp fraternity all that are good and 
tfue ; whereby it hath brought about the means of 
reconciliation amongst persons, who, without that 
assistance, would have remained at perpetual va-* 
riance. 

* A Mason is a lover of quiet; is always subject to 
thfe civil powers, provided they do not infringe upon 
the limitted bounds of religion and reason : and it 
was never- yet known, that a real craftsman was con- 
cerned in any dark plot, designs, or contrivances 
against the state, because the welfare of the nation 
is his peculiar care, so that from the highest to the ' 
lowest step of magistracy, due regard and deference 
is paid by hini. 

But as Masonry hath at several times felt the 
injurious effects of war, bloodshed and devasta- 
tion, it was a stronger engagement to the Crafts* 
men to act agreeable to the rules of peace and loy- 
alty ; the many proofs of which behaviour hath oo» 
casidned' the ancient kings and powers to protect 
ahd defend them. But if a brother should be so 
far unhappy as to rebel against the state, he would 
m^et with no countenance from his fellows ; nor 
would they keep any private converse with him, 
whereby the government might have cause to be 
jealous, or take the least umbrage. 

f A Mason, in regard to himself, is carefully to 
avoid all manner of intemperance or excess, which 
might obstruct him in the performance of the ne- 
cessary duties of his laudable profession, or lead 
him intp any crimes which would^eflect disho- 



He is to treat his inferiors as he would have hi* 
superiors deal with him, wisely considering that 
the original of mankind is the same ; and though 
masonry divests, no man of his honour, yet does 
the craft admit that strictly to pursue the path* of 
virtue, whereby a clear conscience may be pre*, 
served, is the only method to make any man noble* 

A Mason is to be so far benevolent, as never to 
shut his ear unkindly to the complaints of wretch*- 
ed poverty ; but when a brother is oppressed by 
want, he is in a peculiar manner to listen to hi* 
sufferings with attention ; in consequence of which 
pity must flow from his breast,. and relieve with- 
out prejudice according to his capacity* > 

A Mason is to pay due obedience to the author- 
ity of his master and presiding officers, and to l*s- 
have himself meekly amongst his brethren | ^ei- 
ther neglecting his usual occupation for the sake 
of company, in running from one lodge to another; 
nor quarrel with the ignorant multitude, for their 
ridiculous aspersions concerning it : but at bjp 
leisure hours he is required to study the arts anfl 
sciences with a diligent mind, that he may not ojp- 
ly perform his* duty to his great Creator, but also ' 
to his neighbour and himself: for to walk luun* 
bly in the sight of God, to do justice, and, love 
mercy, are the certain characteristics of a real 
free and accepted mason: which qualifications, I 
humbly hope they will possess to the end of time ; 
and I dare venture to say, that every true brother 
will join with me in, Amtn. 

The benefits arising from a strict observance bf 
the principles of the craft, are so apparent, that I 
must believe every good man would be fond to 
profess and practise the same ; because tbo*e 
principles tend to promote the happiness of life, 
as they are founded on the basis of wisdom and 
virtue. 

In the first place : our privileges and instruct 



tibns, when rightly made use of, are not only pnv 
dttctive of our welfare on this side of the grave, 
but even our eternal happiness hereafter. 

* For the craft is founded on so solid a basis that 
it TriH never admit blasphemy, lewdness, swearing, 
evit-plotting, or controversy ; and though they arc 
not all of the same opinion in matters of faith, yet 
tRey are ever in one mind in matters of masonry $ 
thatis, to labour justly, not to eat any man's bread 
Tdr nought, but to the utmost of our capacity to love 
%Bbd serve each other, as brethren of the same hous- 
9uM bught to do : wisely judging, that it w as great 
mirffcsurdity'in one man to quarrel with another be- 
cause he wifl not believe as he does, as it would be 
«v him 1 to be angry because he was not exactly of the 
same* size and countenance, &c 

f Therefore to afford succour to the distressed, lo 
out bread with the industrious poor, and to 
*jfci£ : the misguided traveller into his way, are qualifi- 
cations inherent in the craft and suitable to its dig- 
'iififtyV and such as the worthy members of that great 
Tiave at atttimes strove with indefatigable pains 
*ffr Accomplish. 

oe ^These atKlsuch like benefits, arising from a strict 
'SWeYvance of the principles of the craft (aa num- 
^BeW^f brethren have lately experienced) if duly 
Nfchsidered,*wili be found not Onry to equal, but to 

* i&€td any society in being. 

« c *K so, the worthy members of this great and use- 
: ftfl*sfceietVi ean never be too careful in the election 
^ of members ; I mean, a thorough knowledge of the 
Character and circumstance of a candidate that begs 
^t&'be initiated into the mystery of free-masonry, 
v * Upon tins depends the welfare or destruction of 

* *toe craft t for as regularity, virtue, and concord, are 
^ iOte only ornaments of human nature, (which is often 
-46o prone t6 act in different capacities) so that the 

happiness of life depends, in a great measure, on our 
»wh *W<tWm- and a nnident choice of those stens. 



For Human society cannot subsist without cofi T 
cord, and the maintenance of mutual, good offices % 
Tor, like the workingof an arch of stone, it would 
fall to the ground provided one piece did not proper-* 
ly support another* 

In former times every man (at his request) wa$ 
not admitted into the craft, (tho' perhaps of a. good 
and moral reputation) nor allowed to share the be?, 
nefits of our ancient and noble institution, unless, he 
was endjjpd with such skill in masonry, as he might 
thenaby be able to improve the art, either in plan or 
workmanship ; or had such affluence of fortux^ 
as should enable him to ; emplqy, honour and protect 
the craftsmen. r i 1 ' 

I would not be understood by this to mean, that 
no reputable tradesman should receive any of oujf: 
benefits; but on the contrary, ana of opinion that, 
they are valuable members of the commonwealth^ 
and often have proved themselves real ornaments ,to 
lodges. , x 

, Those whom I aim at r are the misjeraljle wretches 
of lowJife, (often introduced by excluded 

:n*m 

* That is, men excluded from* their t Jodgesi for: 
misdemeanors* &c. (who finding the mselv^deemtd: 
unworthy of so noble a society) still Endeavour >tQ<> 
make the rest of mankind believe, xh&t they are geadh 
and true, and have full pqwer and authority to a/i-^> 
mit, enter and. make free-masons, when and where* » 
soever they please, &c. Tfi^se traders, (though 
but few in number) associate together, and far any?- 
mean consideration admit any person to what tittle^ 
they know of the craft. Litde I say, for I honestly! > 
assure my readers, that no man who righdy under- 
stands the craft, can be so blind as to trample-over 
*its ancient landmarks ; .therefore all victuallers,. &c* 
ought to be very cautious of entertaining such, from 
whom neither benefit nor credit can be expected* * 
See New Seguiatio^y Ylit 
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some of whom can neither read nor writ* ; and when 
[by the assistance of masonry] they are admitted 
into the company of their betters, they too often act 
beyond their capacities ; and under pretence of 
searching for knowledge, they fall into scenes of 
gluttony or drunkenness, and thereby neglect their 
necessary occupation and injure their poor families, 
who imagine they have a just cause to pour out all 
their exclamations and invectives against the whole 
body of free-masons, without - considering or know- 
ing that our constitutions and principles are quite 
opposite to such base proceedings; 

The next thing to be considered: is the choice of 
officers to rule and govern the Ibdge, according to 
the ancient and wholesome laws of our constitution ; 
and this is a matter of great concern, for the officers 
of a lodge are not only bound to advance and pro- 
mote the welfare of their own particular Ibdge, but. 
also whatever may tend to the good: of the fraternity 
in general. 

Therefore no man ought to be nominated or pur. 
in such election, but such as by his known skill and 
merit, is deemed worthy of performance,, viz. he 
must be well acquainted with all the private and. 
public rules and orders of the craft ; he ought to be 
stricdy honest, humane of nature, patient in injuries, 
modest in conversation, grave in counsel and advice, t 
and (above all) constant in amity and faithful in 
secrecy,* 

Such candidates well deserve to be chosen the 
rulers and governors of their respective lodges, to 
whom the members are to be courteous, and obedi- 
ent, and from whom they may learn to dfespise the 

* A man may possess all these good' qualifica- 
tions, and yet (ii in low circumstances) be incapable 
of fitting his office with , credit to the lodfce or him- 
self : and this I recommend*as a matter well worth, 
the consideration of all the constituents. ^ 
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over-covetous* impatient, contentious, presumptu- 
ous, arrogant and conceited prattlers, the bane of 
human society. 

liere I. cannot, forbear saying, that I have known 
men whose intentions were very honest, and without, 
any evil design commit great errors, and sometimes 
been the destruction of good lodges ; and this occa- 
sioned by their brethren hurrying them indiscreetly, 
into offices, wherein their slender knowledge of ma* 
sonry rendered them incapable of executing the bu- 
siness committed to their chaise, to the great detri- 
ment of the craft and their own dishonour. 

Arnojigfct rth$ qualities and principles of the craft, 
I have giveij a hjnt concerning the behaviour of a 
mason in the lpd^e^ Jo. which I beg He may add the 
few following Jipes, viz. Jie is to pay due respect, 
and be obedient (in all reasonable matters) to the 
master and presiding officers : he must not curse, 
swear, nqr offer to lay wagers \ nor use any lewd or 
unbecoming language, in derogation of God's name, 
and corruption of good manners ; nor behave himself 
ludicrously, nor jestingly, while the lodge is engage 
ed in what is serious and solemn,: r Neither is he to 
introduce, support, nor mention any dispute or con- 
troversy about religion or politics ; nor force any 
brother to cat, drink, or stay against his inclination; 
nor do or say any thing that may be offensive, or 
hinder a free and innocent conversation ; least he 
•should break the good harmony, and defeat the laud* . 
able, designs and purposes of the ancient and ho- 
nourable fraternity, _ 

And I honestly recommend free -masonry, as the 
most sovereign medicine to purge ,out the above, or ; 
such other vices ; and regular lodges, as the only 
seminaries where men (in the most pleasant and 
clearest manner) may hear, understand and learn - 
their duty to God ; and also to their neighbours- 
And this without the multiplicity of spiteful and 
malicious words^ long arguments <^r fierce debates ; 



which have been made use of, among mistaken mor- 
tals, upwards of a thousand years past : and instead 
of uniting men in one sacred band (as the servants 
\ of God, and brethren of the same household) have 
div ided them in as many different opinions, as there 
were (not only languages, but even) men at the 
confusion of Babel* 
, As to the, behaviour of the brethren when out of 
\ lodge, I hope the short space between each lodge- 
night will not admit of forgetfulness of the decency 
and good decorum observed in the lodge, which may 
serve them as an unerring rule for their behaviouf 
and conduct in all other companies and places ; and 
like the worshipful discreet master of a lodge, rule, 
govern and instruct their families at home in the 
fear of God, and love of their neighbours, while they 
themselves imitate the member's obedience, &?c. in 
jmying due respect to their superiors. 

These few hints may serve to put the brethren in 
mind of the duty incumbent on them as free-ma- 
sons ; and like-wise, how to behave themselves in 
such a manner as may be acceptable to God, agree- 
able to the principles of the craft, and much to their 
own honour : But for further satisfaction to hiy 
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SO 



THE 

OLD CHARGES 

OF THE 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. 

CHARGE I. 
Concerning GOD and RELIGION. 

A Mason is obliged by his tenure to observe the 
moral law as a true Noachida;* and if he rightly un- 
derstands the craft, he will never be a stupified athe- 
ist, nor an irreligious libertine, nor act against con- 
science. 

In ancient times, the christian masons were charg- 
ed to comply with the christian usages of each coun- 
try where they travelled or worked ; being found in 
all nations, even of diyers religions. 

They are generally charged to adhere to that re- 
ligion in which all men agree Qeaving each brother * 
to his own particular opinion ; j that is Jo be good 
men and true, men of honour and honesty, by what- . N 
ever names, religions, or persuasions they may be 
distinguished ; for they all agree in the three great, 
articles of Noah^ enough to preserve the cement of 
the lodge. 

Thus masonry is the center of their union, and 
the happy means of conciliating persons that other* 
wise must have remained at a perpetual distance. 

CHARGE II. 

Of the Civil Magistrate, supreme and subordinate* 

A M a son must be apeaceable subject, never to be 
concerned in plots against the state, nor disrespect- 

* Sons.of Noah, the first name of Free-Masons* 
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ful to inferior magistrates. Of old, kings, princet 
and stales, encouraged the fraternity for their loy- 
alty, whoever flourished most m times of peace ; but 
though a brother is not to be countenanced in hi* 
rebellion against the state, yet, if convicted of nd 
other crime, his relation to the lodge, remains in- 
defeasible.* 

CHARGE III. 

Concerning a Lodge. 

. . . - • ' 

-A liODOjc is a place* whet-e masons ,met*t to 
work in ; hence the assembly, or organized body 
of free-masons, is called a lodge ; just as the word 
ch$r$h ise?epr$ssive .bfrfh of the congregation "anct' 
the place of worship.; 

JJyery brother »h(mld belong to some particular 
lodge, and cannot be absent without incurring 
censure, if not necessarily detained. 

The men made masons mttst be frefc Aorn or na 
bondmen, of mature age, and of good t-epbrt; 
hale and sound, not deforced or dismembered; 
at the time of their making j but no' woman, no 
Eunuchf. 

jWhen men of quality, eminence, wealth and 
learning apply to be made, they are to be respectful* 
ly acsoepted, after due examination ; for such often 

, * < That is, he is* still a Mason, although the breth* 
ron may refuse to associate with him: however^ 
in such case, he forfeits all benefits from the lodge* 

t This is still the law of ancient masons, though 
disregarded by our brethren (I mean our sisters) 
the modern masons, who some years ago, admit- 
ted Signiour Singsong, the Eunuch, T-nd-ci, at- 
one of their lodges, in the Strand, London. And 
upon a late trial at Westminister, it appeared, that 
they admitted a woman called Madam D'E — . 
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prove good lords or founders of work, and will 
not employ Cowans when true masons can be had ; 
they also make the best officers of lodges, and the 
best designers, to the honoar and strength of the 
lodge ; nay, from among them the fraternity ban 
have a noble Grand Master ; but those brethren* 
are equally subject to the charges and regulations^ 
except in what more immediately concerns ope* 
rative masons. 

CHARGE IV. 
Or Masters, Wardens, Fellows, and 
Apprentices. . 

All preferments among masons, is grounded 
upon real worth and personal merit only , not upqil 
seniority. No master should take an apprentice 
that is not the son of honest parents, % P**&f£ 
youth without maim or defect in his body, and 
capable of learning the mysteries of the art ; 
so the lords or founders, may be well served, 
the craft not despised ; and that when of a^e 
expert, he may become an entered apprentice or 
a free-mason of the lowest degree ; and upon Jxjg 
improvements, a fellow-craft and a masted-mason^ 
capable to undertake the lord's work. 

The wardens are chosen from among the.masi^gc 
masons, and no brother can be a master of a lod{£§ 
till he has acted as warden somewhere, except jij 
extraordinary cases, or when a lodge is to 
formed, and none such to be had, for then three 
master masons, tho' never masters nor wardens $ 
lodges before, may be constituted master anjd 
wardens of that new lodge. 

But no number, without three master-masons, 
can form a lodge ; and none can be. the grand 
master, or a grand warden, who has not acted a$ 
the master of a particular lodge. 
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CHARGE V, 
Of the Management or the Ckait in 
working. 

r . All*. masons should work hard and honestly 
oa working days, that they m.iy live reputably and 
appear in a decent and becoming manner on holi- 
days ; and likewise the working hours appointed 
by law, or confirmed by custom, shall be observed. 

A master-mason only must be the surveyor or 
master of the work, who shall undertake the lord's 
work reasonably, shall truly dispend his goods as 
if they were his own, and shall not give more 
wages than just, to any fellow or apprentice. 
^ The wardens shall be true both to master and 
fleHbws, taking care of all things both within ^and 
Without the lodge, especially in the master's ab- 
ftftce : and their brethren shall obey them. 
:i 'The master and the masons shall faithfully 
finish the lord's work, whether task or journey ; 
#6t shall they take the work at task, which hath 
been accustomed to journey. 
1 ' None shall show envy at a brother's prosperity ; 
irdV supplant him, nor put him out of his work, if 
capable to finish it. 

All masons shall meekly receive their wages 
trfth6ut murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the 
master till the lord's work is finished ; they must 
Avoid ill language, calling each other brother or 
fellow with mu*ch courtesy, both within and with- 
out the lodge ; they shall instruct a younger 
brother to become bright and expert, that the lord's 
Jfeftterfals may not be spoiled. 

Sut free and accepted masons shall not allow 
Cowans to work with them, nor shall they be em- 
ptoyfed by Cowans without an urgent necessity ; 
ilia even in that case they must not teach Cowans, 
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but must have a separate communication ; no 
bourer shall be employed in the proper work of 
free-masons. 

CHARGE VI. 
Concerning Mason's Behaviour. 

1. Behaviour in the lodge before closing. 

You must not hold private committees, or se* 
parate conversation, without leave from the jj>as-_ 
ter ; nor talk of any thing impertinent, nor interrupt 
the master or warden, or any other brother speak- 
ing to the chair ; nor act ludicrously while the 
lodge is engaged in what is serious, and solemn ; 
but you are to pay due reverence to the master, 
wardens and fellows, . and put them to worship. 

Every brother found guilty of a fault, shall s^and 
to the award of the lodge, unless he appeals to the % 
grand lodge, or unless a lord's work is retarded ; 
for then a particular reference may be made. 

No private piques, no quarrels about nations, 
families, religions, or politics, must be brought 
within the doors of the lodge for as masons, we 
are of the oldest catholic religion, before hinted ; 
and of all nations upon the square, level and plumb ; 
like our predecessors in, all ages, we are resolved 
against political disputes, as contrary to the peace 
and welfare of the lbdge. 

2. Behaviour after the lodge is closed 

and brethren not gone. 

You may enjoy yourselves with innocent mirth, 4 
treating one another according to ability, hut 
avoiding all excess ; not forcing a brother to eat 
or drink beyond his own inclination according to 
the.olfl regulation of king A/iasuerus, nor hinder* 
him from going home when he pleases ; for 
tho* after lodge-hours you are like other men, yet 
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the blame of your excess may be thrown "upon the 
fraternity, though unjustly. 

3. Behaviour at meeting without strangers, not 
in a formed lodge, 

Yov are to salute one another as you have been, 
or shall be, instructed ; freely communicating 
hints of knowledge, but without disclosing secrets, 
vmles&to those that have given long proof* of their 
taciturnity and honour, and without derogating 
from the respect due taany brother, were he not 
a mason ; for thoagh all brothers and fellows, are 
upon the level, yet masonry divests no man of the 
honour that was due to him before he was made a 
mason, or that shall become his due afterwards ; 
nay, it rather adds to his re&pept, teaching us to 
give honour to whom it is 4ue, especially to a 
noble or eminent brother, whom we should dis- 
tinguish from all of his rank* and station, and 
serve him readily, according to 6ur ability. 

" 4. Behaviour in the* presence % of strangers, not 
masons. 

You must be cautious in your words, carriage, 
and motions ; so that the most penetrating stran- 
ger may not be able to discover what is not pro- 
per to be intimated : and the impertinent or en. 
snaring question?, pr ignorant discourse of stran? 
gers, must be prudently managed by free-masons. 

5. B&haviour athom^and in your neighbourhood. 

Masons ought to be moral men, as above charg- 
ed: consequently good husbands, good parents, 
good- sons and good neighbours ; not staying too 
long from home, and avoiding all excess : yet wise 
naen too, for certain reasons known to them. 

6* Behaviour towards a foreign brother, or 
strangers ■ , 

n ' 
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You are cautiously to examine him. as .prudence 
shall direct you, that you may not be imposed on 
bv a pretender, whom you are to reject with de- 
rision, and beware of giving him any hints ; but if 
you discover him to be true and faithful, you are 
to respect him as a brother, and if in want, you 
are to relieve him if you can, or else direct him 
how he may be relieved ; you must employ him if 
you can, or else recommend him to be employ- 
ed ; but you are not charged to do beyond your 
ability. 

7* Behaviour behind a brother's bad, as well as 

before his face* 

Free and accepted masons have ever been 
charged to avoid all manner of slandering and 
backbiting of true and faithful brethren, or talk- 
ing disrespectfully of a brother's performance or 
person, and all malice or unjust resentment ; nay, 
you must not suffer any others to reproach an 
honest brother, but defend his character as far as 
is consistent with honour, safety and prudence ; 
tho' no further. 

CHARGE VII. 
Concerning Law-Suits. 

If a brother do you injury, apply first to your 
own or his lodge, and if you are not satisfied, you 
may appeal to the grand lodge ; but you must 
never take a legal course, till the cause cannot be 
otherwise decided ; for if the affair is only between 
masons, and about masonry, law-suits ought to be 
prevented by the good advice of prudent brethren, 
who are the best referees of differences. 

But if that reference is either impracticable or 
unsucfcesful, and the affair must be brought into 
the courts of law or equity ; yet still you must 
avoid all wrath, malice and rancour in earn ing 
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•n the suit ; not saying or doing any thing that 
may hinder the continuance or renewal of brother- 
ly love and friendship, which is the glory and ce- 
| ment of this ancient fraternity ; that we may shew 
i to all the world the benign influence of masonry, 
as all wise, true and faithful brethren have done 
| from the beginning of time, and will do till archU 
j tecture shall be dissolved in the general conflagra- 
tion. Amen ! so mote it be ! 

All these charges you are to observe^ aid also 
those that shall be given to you in a way that can- 
not be written. 



A 

SHORT CHARGE 
TO A NEW ADMITTED MASON.- 
Brother, 

. You are now admitted by the s iinanimous con- 
sent of our lodge, a fellow of our most ancient and 
honourable society ; ancient, as having subsisted 
from time immemorial ; and honourable, as tend- 
ing in every particular, to render a man so who 
will be but conforrnadable to its glorious precepts : 
tjig greatest monarchs in all ages, as well of Asia 
aad Africa as of Europe > have been encouragers 
«f the royal art ; and many of them have presided 
as grand masters over the masons in their respec- 
tive territories, not thinking it any lessening to 
thcif imperial dignities, to level themselves with 
tl^ir brethren in masonry, and to act as they did. 
. ^he world's great architect is our supreme 
Mjfster } and tjie unerring rule he has given us, is 
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that by which we work ; religious disputes are 
never suffered within the lodge, for as masons we 
only pursue the universal religion, or the religion 
of nature ; this is the center which unites the mpst 
differenCprinciples in one sacred band, and brings 
together those who were the most distant from 
one another. 

There are three general heads of duty which 
masons ought always to inculcate, viz* to God, 
our neighbour, and ourselves ; to God, in never; 
mentioning his Name but with that reverential 
awe which a creature ought to bear to his Creator, 
and to look upon him always as ihz Summum" Bo- 
num. which we came imp the. .world to enjoy, and 
accordipgto that view to regulate all our pursuits : 
to our neighbours, in acting upon the square, or 
doing. as we would be done by ; to ourselves, in 
avoiding all intemperance and excesses, whereby 
we may be rendered incapable of following our 
work, or led into beTiayiour unbecoming our 
laudable profession, and always keeping within due 
boi nds and free from all pollution. 

In the state, a mason is to behave as a peaceable ' 
and dutiful subject, conforming chearfuily to the 
government under which he lives. >r 
He is to pay a due deference to his. superiors ; 
^ and from his inferiors he is rather to receive honour, 
with some reluctance, than to extort it i hels* to be 
a man of benevolence and charity, not sittmc down 
contented while his fellow creatuies (but much more 1 
his brethren} are in want, whqn it is ; in his power* 
without prejudicing himself or T ?aniily, toT relieve^ 
them. " **• 

1 1n the lodge he is to behave with all due dec<$ruitf,* 
least die beauty and harmony thereof should he 
disturbed or broke : he is to be obedient td'the^ master 
and the presiding officers, and to apply himself close- 
ly to the business of masonry, that he - may- tfcfc 
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sooner become a proficieitf therein, both for his own 
credit, and fpr that of the lodge. - 
. He is not to neglect his own necessary avoca- 
tions * for the sake of masonry, nor to involve him- 
self ki quarrels with- those who . through ignorance 
may speak evil of or ridicule it. 

He is to be a lover of the arts and sciences, and is 
to take all opportunities to improve hi mself therein. 

If he recommends a friend to be made a mason, 
he must vouch him to be such as he really believes 
will conform to the aforesaid duties, least by his 
misconduct at any time, the lodge should pass under 
some evil imputations. 

. Nothing can prove more shocking to all faithful 
masons, then to see any of their brethren profane 
or break through die, sacred rules of their order ; 
and such as can do it, they wish had never been ad- 
mitted. 

THE 

ANCIENT MANNER 

OF 

CONSTITUTING A LODGE. 

. A New lodge, for avoiding many irregularities, 
should be solemnly constituted by the grand-master* 

. * Here you are to understand that a mason ought 
not to belong to a number of lodges at one time, nor 
run from lodge to lodge ; or otherwise, after masons 
or masonry, whereby, his business or family may 
be neglected ; but yet-every mason is subject to all 
the bye-laws of his lodge, which he is strictly and 
constantly to bbeys — for the attendance and dues 
of one lodge, can never prejudice neither him ndr 
his family. * 
H2 
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*hh mVdcputy and wardens; or, m the grand- 
master's absence, the deputy acts for his worship, 
the senior ^jrand-wardeiras deputy, the junior grafid- 
Warden as the senior, and the present master of a 
lodge as the junior : or if the deputy is also afa&ent the 
grand master may depute either of his grand-war- 
dens, who can appoint others to acta* grand- wardens, 
pro tempore *. 

» The lodge being opened, and the candidates or 
new master and wardens being yet among the fel- 
low-crafts, die grand-master shall ask his deputy if 
he has examined them, and whether he finds the 
master well skilled in the -noble science and the royal 
art, and duly instructed in our mysteries, &e. the 
deputy answering in the affirmative, shall (by the 
grand-master's order) take the candidate from 
amongst his, fellows, and present him to the grand* 
master, saying, right ^worshipfid grand master, the 
brethren hetc, desire to be formed into a regular lodge; 
and I ptesent my worthy brother A. B. to be install- 
ed, their master, whom I know to be of good morals 
and great skill, true and trusty, and a lover of the 

* WTien constitutions are required, where the 
distance is so great as to render it impossible for 
the grand officers to attend. In such case, the 
grand master, or his deputy, issues, a written instru- 
ment,, under his hand and private seal, to some 
worthy brother who has been properly installed 
master of a lodge, with full power to congregate, 
install, and constitute the petitioners. 

If the grand master, or deputy, be absent, at 
through sickness, rendered incapable of acting, the 
grand wardens, and grand secretary,, jointly, may 
issue a like power under their hands and seal of the 
grand lodge; providing the grand master haa first 
signed. a, warrant for holding such new lodge* bu* 
the grand wardens must never issue any.masonical 
writings under their private seal or seals. 



whole fratemity^tvheresoever dispersed over the face 
if the earth. 

Then die grand-master placing the candidate oti 
his left hand, and having asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the brethren, shall say (after 
some other ceremonies and expressions that cannot 
be' written} I constitute and form these good brethren 
into a new regular lodge, and appoint youj brother 
A. B. the master of it, not doubting of your capacity 
and care td preserve the cement of the lodge, &?c. 

Upon this the deputy, or some other brother for 
him, shall rehearse the charge of a master : and the 
grand-master shall ask the candidate, saying, Do 
you submit to these charges as masters have done in 
att ages and the new master signifying his cordial 
submission thereto, the grand-master shall by cer- 
tain significant ceremonies and ancient usages, install 
him and pre sent him with his warrant, the book of con- 
stitutions, the lodge-book, and the instruments of 
his office, one after another ; and after each of them 
the grand-master, his deputy, or some brother for 
him, shall rehearse the short and pithy charge that 
is suitable to the thing present. 
\ Next, the members of this new lodge, bowing 
^together to the grand-master, shall return his wor- 
ship their thanks according to the custom of masters, 
«nd shall immediately do homage to their new 
master ; and (as faithful* craftsmen) signify tneir 
Ipromise of subjection and obedience to him by usual 
congratulations. 

The deputy an# grand-wardens, and any other 
brethren that art not members of this new lodge, 
-shall next congratulate the new master, and he shall 
return his becoming acknowledgments as master- 
masons, first to the grand-master and officers, and to 
.the rest in their order. 

- Then the grand-master orders the new master to 
enter immediately upon the exercise of his office 7 and 
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calling forth his senior-warden, a fellow-craft* mas- 
ter-mason, presents him to the grand-master for his 
worship's approbation, and to the new lodge for 
their consent; upon which the senior or junior 
grand-warden, or some brother for him, shall re- 
hearse the charge of a warden, &c. of a private 
lodge and he, signifying his cordial submission 
thereto, the new master shall present him singly with 
the several instruments of his office, and, in ancient 
manner and due form, install him in his proper 
place f- 

In like manner the new master shall call forth his 
junior warden, who shall be a master-mason, and 
presented as above, to the junior grand-warden, or 
some other brother in his stead, and shall in the 
above manner be installed in his proper place ; and 
the brethren of this new lodge shall signify their 
obedience to these new wardens, by the usual con- 
gratulations due to wardens* 

The grand-master then gives all the brethren joy 
of their master and wardens, &c. and recommends 
harmony, &c. hoping their only contention, will be 
a laudable emulation in cultivating the royal art, and 
the social virtues. 

Then the- grand-secretary, or some brother for 
him, by the grand-master's order, in the name of 
the grand-lodge, declares and proclaims this new 
lodge duly constituted No* , &c. 

Upon which all the new lodge together after the 

. * They were called fellow-ci^fts, because the 
masons of old times, never gave anj man the title of 
master-anason, until he had first passed the chain 

f The grand- wardens generally install the war- 
dens at new constitutions ; as being best qualified 
for transacting such business* 
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custom of masters, return their heartland sincere 
thanks for the honor of this constitution. 

The grand-master also orders the grand-secretary 
to register this new lodg® in the grand lodge-book, 
and to notify the same to the other particular lodges ; 
and, after some other ancient customs and demon* 
strations of joy and satisfaction, he orders the 
senior grand-warden to close the lodge. 



A Prvme* said at the opening of the Lodge, or mctilng 
-a new-Brother, uqed by Jewish Free-Masons. 

O E.ORD t excellent art thou in thy truth, arid there, 
is nothing great in comparison to thee ; for thine is 
trie praise* from all the works of thy hands, for 
evermore. 

, Enlighten us, we beseech thee, in the true know- 
ledge o£ masonry : by the sorrows of Adam, thy first* 
maqe man ; by the blood of Abel, the holy one j by 
the righteousness of Seth, in whom thou art weu\ 
pleased j and by thy covenant with Noah, in wfcose^ 
architecture thou was pleased to save the seed of 
ftiy beloved ; number us not among those that know 
not thy statutes, nor the divine mysteries of the se- 
cret Cabala. 

But grant, we beseech thee, that the ruler of this 
lodge may be endued with knowledge and wisdom,* 
to instruct us and explain his secret mysteries, as 
our holy brother Moses* did (in his lodge) to Aarotty. 

* In the preface to the Mishna, we find this tra-* 
dition of the Jews, explained as follows : 

God not only delivered the law to Moses on Mount 
Sinai, but the explanation of it likewise : when Mo* 
jfis came down from the mount, and entered into his 
^nt, Aaron went to visit him ; and Moses acquainted 
Aaron with the laws he had received irom God, to- 
gether with the explanation of them : after thi? Aaron 
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to Eleazar and Ithamar, (the sons of Aaron,) said the 
seventy elders of Israel. 

And grant that we may understand, learn, and 
keep all the statutes and commandments of the 
Lord, and this holy mystery, pure and undefiled unto 
our lives end* Amen, Lord* 

A Prayer used amongst the primitive Christian 
Masons* 

The might of the Father of Heaven, and the wis*: 
dom of his glorious Son, through the grace atad good- 
ness of the Holy Ghost, being three persons in one 
Godhead, be with us at our beginning, and give us 
grace so to govern us here in our living, that we may^ 
come to his bliss that never shalt have end. Amen 

placed himself at the right hand of Moses, and EUr 
czar and Jthamar (the sons of Aaron) were admitted, 
to whom Moses repeated what he had just' before told* 
to Aaron : these being seated, the one on the right 
hand, the other on the left hand of Moses ; the se- 
venty elders of Israel, who composed the Sanhedrim* 
came in ; and Moses again declared the same laws 
to them, with the interpretation of them, as he had 
done before to Aaron and his sons. . Lastly, all who 
pleased of the common people were invited to enter, 
and Moses instructed them likewise in the same 
manner as the rest : so that Aaroii heard four times 
what Moses had been taught by God upon Mount 
Sinai, Elea&ar and Ithamar three times, the seventy 
elders twice, and the people once. Moses afterwards 
reduced the laws which he had received into writing,' 
but not the explanations of them ; these Tie thought 
it sufficient to trust to the memories of the abbvemen* 
tioned persons, who, being perfectly instructed in 
them, delivered them to their children, and thesf 
again to theirs from age to age. 
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Another Prayer an*/ f Aaf wA/cA i* masf generdtty at 
Making or Opening. 

Most holy and glorious Lord God, thou great 
architect of heaven and earth, who art the giver of 
all good gifts and graces, and hast promised that 
when two or three are gathered together in thy name, 
thou wilt be in the. midst of them : in thy name we 
assemble and meet together, most humbly beseech- 
ing thee to bless us in all our undertakings, that we 
may know and serve thee aright, that all our doings 
may tend to thy glory and the salvation of our souls. 

And we beseech thee, O Lord God* to bless this 
our present undertaking, and grant that this our new 
brother may dedicate his life to thy service, and be 
a true and faithful brother among us : endue him 
with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that he 
may, with the secrets of free-masonry, be able to un- 
fold the mysteries of godliness and Christianity. This 
we most humbly beg, in the name, and for the sake, 
of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

AHABATH OLAM.* 

A Prayer repeated in the Royal-Arch Lodge at 
Jerusalem* 

Thou hast loved us, O Lord pur God, with eter- 
nal love ; thou hast spared us with great and ex- 
ceeding patience, our father and our king, for thy 
.great name's sake, and for our father's sake who 
trusted in thee, to whom thou didst teach the sta- 
tutes of life, that they migh t do after the statutes of 
thy good pleasure with a perfect heart : So be thou 
merciful unto us, O our Father, merciful Father, 
that sheweth mercy, have, mercy upon us we be- 
seech thee, and $ut understanding into our hearts, 

* See Dr. JVboton r Qn the Mshncu 
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that we. may understand, be wise, hear, learn, teach, 
keep, do and perforin all th^ words of the doctrine 
of thy law in love, and enlighten our eyes in thy 
commandments, and cause our hearts to cleave to 
thy law, and unite them in the love and fear of thy 
fiame ; we wiU not be ashamed, nor confounded, 
©or stumble, for ever and ever. T 

Because we have trusted in thy holy, "great, 
mighty, and terrible name, wiHrejoice^nd be 
glad in thy salvation, and hi thy mercies, O Lord 
our' God ; and the. multitude of thy mercies shall 
not Ibtsake us forever : Selah. And now make 
haste and bring upon trs a blessing, and peace from 
the four corners of the earth : for thou art a God 
that workest salvation, and* has chrsen us out of 
every people and language ; and thou, our king, 
has caused us to cleave to thy great name, in love 
to praise thee and to be united to thee, and to love 
thy name : blessed art thou, O Lord God, who hast 
chosen thy people Israel m love* 



Having inserted this prayer, and mentioned that 
part of masonry oommofcly called the royal arch, 

/ which I firmly believe to be the root, heart and 
marrow of masonry, I cannot forbear giving a hint 
of a certain evil designer* who has^ made a trade 
thereof for some time past; and has drawn in a num- 
ber of worthy, honesfrmen, and made them believe 

. that he and his assistants truly taught them all and 
^very part of the abovementioned branch of ma- 
sonry, which they soon communicated to the wor- 
thy brethren of their acquaintance, without being 
able to form any sort of judgment whereby they 

* I am sorry to find he has a second in iniquity, 
but as they are both overwhelmed with years and 
poverty, even let them die in ignominy ^nd silent 
contempt. 



9f 

might distinguish truth from falsehood, and conse* 
queuftly could not discern the imposition ; but, a* 
the wise Seneca justly observes, it fares with us in 
human life as in a routed army, one stumbles first 
and then another falls upon him ; and so they fol- 
low, one upon the neck of the other, till the whole 
field comes to be but one heap of miscarriages* 
This is the case of all those who think themselves 
royal-arch masons, without passing the chair in re- 
gular form, according to the ancient custom of the 
craft : to this I will add the opinion our worshipful 
brother, Dr. F(field D*Assigney y printed in the year 
1 744. 44 Some of the fraternity (says he) have 
41 expressed an uneasiness at this matter being kept 
44 a secret from them, since they had already pas- 
44 sed through the usual degrees of probation, I 
44 cannot help being of opinion, that they have no 
41 right to any such benefit until they make a proper 
44 application, and are received with due formality : 
14 and as it is an organized body of men who have 
* passed the chair, and given undeniable proofs of 
<4 their skill in architecture, it cannot be treated 
i4 with too much reverence ; and more especially 
44 since the characters of the present members of 
a that particular lodge arc untainted, and their be- 
44 haviour judicious and unexceptionable : so that 
44 there cannot be the least hinge to hang a doubt 
44 on, but that they are most excellent masons." - 

The respect I have for the very name of free- 
mason, is sufficient to make me conceal the name 
of the person here pointed at ; and, instead of ex- 
posing him, or stigmatizing him with a name he 
Justly deserves, I earnestly wish that God may 
guide him back, out of his present labyrinth of 
darkness, to the true light of masonry ; which is; 
truth, charity and justice. 

I make no manner of doubt, but that this will 
reach the hands of the person aimed at ; and as my 
intention is rather to reform than offend, I hope he 
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will answer my expectation, in laying aside such 
<pvils as may bring dishonour to the craft and him- 
self ; and I assure him upon the honour of a ma- 
son, I have no evil design against him, no 
more than Hesiod had against his brother Perses^ 
. when he wrote the following advice* 

O Perse*, foolish Perses, bow thine ear, 
To thee good counsels of a soul sincere ; 
To wickedness the road is quickly found, 
Short is the way and on an easy ground ; 
The paths of virtue must be reaclvd by .toil, 
Arduous and long and on a rugged soil ; 
Thorny the gate, but when the top you gaia, 
Fair is the future and the prospect plain : 
Far does the man all other men excel, 
Who from his wisdom thinks in all things well ; 
Wisely considering to himself a friend, 
All for the present best and for the end : 
Nor is the man without his share of praise, 
Who well the dictates of the wise obeys; 
But he that is not wise himself, nor can 
Hearken to wisdom, is a useless man. 



THE 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 

OF THE 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASOXS. 



Old Regulations. 
I.'The grand master 
or deputy has full au- 
thority and right, not on- 
ly to be present, but also 
to preside in every lodge, 
with the roaster of the 
lodge on his left-hand : 
and to order his grand- 
wardens to attend him, 
who are not to act as 
Wardens of particular 
lodges, but in his pre- 
sence, and at his com- 
mand ; for the grand- 
master, while in a parti- 
cular lodge, may com- 
mand the wardens of 
that lodge, or any other 
master-masons, to act as 
>his wardens, pro tempore* 



New Regulations. 
1. Tn at is only when 
the grand- war dens are 
absent, for the grand- 
master cannot deprive 
them of their office with- 
out shewing cause, fairly 
appearing to the grand- 
lodge, according to the 
old regulation, XVIII. 
so that if they are pre- 
sent in a particular lodge 
with the grand-master, 
they must act as war- 
dens there. 

Some grand-lodge, 
have ordered that none 
but the grand-master, 
his deputy and wardens 
(who are the only grand 
officers) 4 should wear 
their jewels in gold, pen- 
dant to blue* ribbons 



* I shall at all times be conformable, anil pay 
due respect to every right worshipful grand lodge 
of regular free-masons, and am well assured that 
grand officers only should be distinguished by gold 
jewels, and them according to their proper order j 
but at the same time I am certain, that every mem- 
ber of the grand lodge has an undoubted right to 
wear purple, blue, white, or crimson. 



100 



Old Regulations* 



II. The master of a 
particular lodge, has the 
tighf and authority of 
congregating the mem- 
bers of his lodge into a 
chapter, upon an emer- 
gency or occurrence, as 
well as to appoint the 
time and place of their 
usual forming ; and in 
case of death or sick- 
ness, or necessary ab- 
sence of the master, the 
senior warden shall act 
as master, pro tempore, 
if no brother is present 
who has been master of 
that lodge before ; for the 
absent master's authori- 
ty reverts to the last mas- 
ter present, though he 
cannot act till the senior 
warden congregates the 
lodge. 

III. The master of 
each particular lodge, or 
one of the wardens, or 
#ome other brother by 
appointment of the mas- 
ter, shall keep a book con- 
taining their bye-laws, 
die names of their mem- 



New jRegulationf* 
about their necks, and 
white leather aprons with 
blue silk j which sort of 
aprons may also be worn. 
by former grand officers. 

II. It was agreed, that 
if a master of a particu- 
lar lodge is deposed, or 
demits, the senior war- 
den shall forthwith fill 
the master's chair till the 
next time of choosing*, 
and ever since in the 
master's absence he fills 
die chair, even though 
a former master be pre- 
sent ; except he has a 
mind to honour a more 
skilful past-mastery which 
is frequently the case. 



III. No lodge shall 
be moved from their sta- 
ted place of meeting, to 
another house, without 
giving previous notice to 
the grand secretary, con- 
taining reasons for the 
removal, under the for- 



1 
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bers, and a list of all die 
lodges in town, with the 
usual times and places of 
their forming, and also 
the transactions of their 
own lodge, that are pro- 
per to be written. 

IV. No lodge shall 
make more than five new 
brothers at one and the 
same time, without an 
urgent necessity ; nor any 
man under the' age of 
twenty-five years, who 
must also be his own » 
master, unless by a dis- 
pensation from the grand 
master. 

V. No man can be ac- 
cepted a member of a 
particular lodge, with- 
out previous notice one 
month before given to 
the lodge, in order to 
make due enquiry into 
the reputation and capa- 
city of the candidate, un- 
less by a dispensation. 

VI. But no man can 
be entered a brother in 
any particular lodge, or 
admitted a member there- 
of, without the unani- 
mous consent of all the 



New Regulations. 
feiture of one guinea to 
the grand charity.* 



IV* This regulation 
is neglected for several 
reasons, and is now ob* 
solete. *> 



V. The grand secre- 
tary can direct the peti- 
tioners in the form of a 
dispensation, if wanted ; 
but if they know the can- 
didate, they do not re- 
quire a dispensation. 



VI. No visitor, how- 
ever skilled in masonry, 
shall be admitted into a 
lodge, unless he is per- 
sonally known to, or 
well vouched and recom- 



* For the method of removing, see the 9th 
Regulation. 
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members of that lodge mended by one of that 
then present, when the lodge then present.* 



and when their consent convenient to insist upon 

is formally asked by the unanimity in several ca- 

master, they are to give ses, and" therefore the 

their consent in their own grand-masters have al- 

prudentway ; either vir- lowed die lodges to ad* 

tually, or in form ; but mrt a member if there 

with unanimity : nor is are not above three bal- 

fus inherent privilege lots against him ; though 

subject to a dispensation, some lodges desire 00 

because the members of such allowance* 



best judges of it; and 
because, if a turbulent 
member should be impo- 
sed on them, it might 
spoil their harmony or 
hinder the freedom of 
their communication, or 
even break or disperse 
the lodge, which ought 
to be avoided by all that 
are true and faithful. 

VII. Every new bro- VII. See this explain* 
ther, at his entry, is de- ed in the account of the 
cendytocloath the lodge, constitution of the gene- 
that is, all the brethren ral charity ; only particu- 
present, and to deposit lar lodges are not limit* 

* I shall not mention the cause of the above 
new regulation being made, but certain it is that 
real free-masons have no occasiou for any such re* 
gulation, (hey being able to distinguish a true bro- 
ther, let his country or language be ever so remote 
or obscure to us, nor is it in the power of false pre- 
tenders to deceive us. 
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something for the relief 
of die indigent and de- 
cayed brethren, as the 
candidate shall think fit 
to bestow, over and 
above the small allow- 
ance that may be stated 
in the bye-laws of that 
particular lodge, which 
charity shall be kept by 
the cashier ; also the can- 
didate shall solemnly pro- 
mise to submit to the 
constitutions, and other 
good usages, that shall 
be intimated to him, in 
time and place conven- 
ient* 

VIII. No set or num- 
ber of brethren shall 
withdraw or separate 
themselves from the 
lodge in which they were 
made, or were after- 
wards, admitted mem- 
bers, unless the lodge be- 
come too numerous 5 nor 
even then, without a dis- 
pensation from the grand 
master or depufy; and 
when thus sepaVrced, they 
must either immediately 
join themselves to such 
other lodges that they 
shall like best, who 
are willing to receive 
them, or else obtain the 
grand master's warrant 



New Regulations. 
ed, but may take their \ 
own method for charity. 



VIII. Every brother 
concerned in making ma- 
sons clandestinely, shall 
not be allowed ta visit 
any lodge till he has 
made due submission, 
even though the brother 
so admitted may be al- 
lowed. 

None who make a stat- 
ed lodge without the 
grand master's warrant 
shall be admitted into 
regular lodges, till they 
make due submission 
and obtain grace. 

If any brethren form a 
lodge without leave, and 
shall irregularly make, 
that is without the grand 
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to join in forming a new 
lodge, to be regularly 
constituted in good time. 

If any s.et or number 
of masons, shall take up- 
on themselves to form a 
lodge without the grand 
master's warrant, the re- 
gular lodges are not tp 
countenance them, nor 
own them as fair breth- 
ren duly formed, nor ap^ 
prove of their acts and 
deeds ; but must treat 
them as rebels, until they 
humble themselves as 
the grand /master shall 
in his prudence direct, 
and until he approve 
of $hem by his war- 
rant signified to the 
other lodges, as the cus- 
tom is when a new lodge 
is to be registered in the 
grand lodge-book* 



New Regulations* 
master's warrant, new 
brothers, they shall not 
be admitted into any re- 
gular lodge, no not as 
visitors, till tl^ey render 
agood reason, or make 
due submission. 
If any lodge within the li- 
mits of the city of London, 
cease to meet regularly 
during twelve months 
successive, and not k£ep 
up to the rules and or- 
ders of the grand lodge 
its number and place shall 
be erased and disconti- 
nued in jthe grand lodge 
books ; and if they peti- 
tion to be inserted or 
owned as a regular lodge, 
it must lose its former 
place and rank of pre- 
cedency, and submit to 
a new constitution. 

Seeing that some ex- 
traneous brothers have 
been lately made in a 
clandestine manner ; that 
is, in no regu,lai| lodge, 
nor by^any authority or 
dispensation from the 
grand-master, and upon 
small and unworthy con- 
siderations, to the dis- 
honour of the craft. 

The grand lodge de- 
creed, that no person so 
made, nor any concern- 
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But if any brother, 
so far misbehave him-: 
self, as to render his: 
lodge uneasy, he shall be 
thrice duly admonished 
by the master and war?* 
dens in that lodgeifbm- 
cd ; and if he will not 
refrain his imprudenfcey 
nor obediently submit too 
the advice of his breth-: 
ren, he shall be dealt 
with according to the 
bye-laws of thatparticu^ 
lar lodge ; or else \in 
such a manner as the 
grand lodge shall in, 
their great prudence 
think fit, for which a 
new regulation maybe 
afterwards made* 



New Regulations. 
ed in making him, shall 
be a grand officer of any 
particular lodge ; nor 
shall any such partake 
of the general charity, 
if they should coirie to 
want it* 

IX. Whereas several 
disputes have arisen 
about the removal of 
lodges from one house to 
another, and it has been 
questioned in whom that 
power is invested, it is 
hereby declared, That no 
lodge be removed without 
the master's knowledge^ 
that no motion^ be made for 
removing in the master** 
absence, and that if the 
motion be seconded, or 
(hirded, the master sKatt 
order summon** to evenp 
individual member v sped* 
fying the business, and op* 
pointing a day for bearing, 
and determining the af< 
fair, at least ten day* 
before, and the determine 
ation shall be made by they 
majority ; but if he be of 
the minority against re- 
moving ; the lodge shall 
not be removed, unless the; 
majority consists fuU: 
two thirds of the members 
present* . 

But if the master re* 
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V. X. Tie majority* bf> 
wery particular lodge, 
when congregated, not 
el^e, shall haivfe; privi- 
lege of giving . instruc- 
tions to their :master 
and wardens before the , 
meeting of the grand 
chapter, because the saM 
officers ate their repre^ 
sentatives; arid suppo£* 
id to speak {he sem$« 
nients of their bretmSen,^ 
dt the said ^grand lodge. 

XL - All particular 1 
lodges are to observe the . 



New Regulation*. 
mon's either of the war- 
dens may do it ; and if 
the master neglects to 
attend on the day fixed, 
the warden may preside 
in determining the af- 
fair in the manner pre- 
scribed; but they snail 
not, in the master's ab- 
sence, enter upon any 
other cause but what is 
jtarticularly . mentioned 
uu the j same summons.. 

-i And if the lodge is 
thus regularly • orderdd 
toe be removed^ the mas- 
ter or warden shall £ end- 
notice to the secretary 
of the grand lodge, for 
publishing the same at 
the next Jgrand lodge. 

/ /X. 'Upon a sudden: 
emergency, the grand 
lodge has allowed a 
private brother to be 
present, and, with leave 
asked and given, to sig* f 
nify his . mind if it was 
about what concerned 
masonry, but not to 
vote. 



XI- The same usages 
for substance are actual- 



Old Regulations. 
possible ; in order to 
which, and also for cul- 
tivating a good under- 
standing among free-ma- 
sons, some members of 
every lodge shall be de- 
puted to visit other 
lodges, as often as shall 
be thought convenient. 
. XII. The grand lodge 
consists of, and is form- 
ed by, the masters and 
wardens of all the par- 
ticular lodges upon re- 
cord, with the grand 
master at their head, the 
deputy on his left hand, 
and the grand wardens ' 
in their places. 

These must have their 
quarterly communicati- 
ons, or monthly meet- 
ings and adjournments, 
as often as occasion re- 
quires, in some con- 
venient place, as the 
grand master shall ap- 
point, where none shall 
be present but its own 
proper members, with- 



New Regulation*. 
gular lodge of real free 
and accepted masons, 
which is much owing to. 
visiting brethren, who 
compare the usages*. 



XII. There must be 
na less than the 'masters 
and wardens of five re- 
gular lodges, together 
with one or all of the 
grand officers at their 
heady to form a grand 
lodge. 

No new lodge is own-' 
ed, nor their officers ad- 
mitted into the grand 
lodge, unless it be re- 
gularly constituted and 
registered. 

All who have been or 
shall be grand masters, 
shall be members of and 
vote in all grand lodges. 

All who have been or 
shall be deputy grand 
masters, shall be mem- 



* It is a truth beyond contradiction, that the free 
and accepted masons in Ireland, Scotland and the 
ancient masons in England, have one and the same 
customs, usages, and ceremonies : but this is not 
the case with the modern masons in England, who 
differ materially not only from the above, but 
iro m-most masons under Heaven. _ , . 
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out leave asked and 
given ; and while such 
a stranger, though a 
brother stays, he is not 
allowed to vote, noreven 
to speak to any question, 
without leave of the 
grand lodge, or unless 
he is desired to give his 
opinion* 

All matters in the 
grand lodge are deter- 
mined by a majority of 
votes, each member hav- 
ing one vote, and the 
grand master two votes, 
unless the grand lodge 
leave any particular thing 
to the determination of 
the grand master, for- 
th? sake of expedition* 



XIII. At the grand 
lpdge meeting, all mat- 
ters that concern the fra- 
ternity in general or par- 
ticular lodges, or single 
brothers, are sedately 
and maturely to be dis- 
coursed of. 

i. Apprentices must 
be admitted fellow crafts 
and masters only here, 



New Regulations* \ 
bers of and vote in all 
grand lodges*. 

All who have been or 
shall be grand wardens, 
shall be members of and 
vote in all grand lodges. 

Masters or wardens of 
particular lodges, shall 
never attend the grand 
lodge without their jew. 
els, except upon giving 
good and sufficient rea- 
sons. 

If any officer of a paiv 
tioular lodge cannot at- 
tend, he may send a bro- 
ther of his lodge, that 
lias been in that or a 
higher office before, with 
his jewel and cloathing, 
to supply his room and 
support the honour of hit 
lodge* 

XIII. What business 
cannot be transacted at 
one lodge, may be refer- 
red to the committee of 
charity, and by them re* 
ported to the next grand 
lodge. 

The master of a lodge 
with his wardens and a 
competent number of the 
lodge assembled in due 



* Past masters of warranted lodges on record, 
are allowed this privilege, whilst they continue to 
be members of any remdar lodcre. 
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bess bf a dispensation 
IrtHft the grand master* 1 * 
- - -ftere afee all differ* 
eftcgs*hat eaAMtbemade 
%ip* 6r araommodated 
privately, nor-by a partfe- 
nlar lodge, are to be seri- 
ously considered and de- 
cided ; and if any bro- 
ther thinks himself ag- 
grieved by the decision, 
he may appeal to the 
grand lodge next ensu- 
ing, and leave his appeal 
in writing with the grand 
master, the deputy or 
grand wardens.f 



4§rtttyitats mike masters 
Aruf fellows atxlisaretiam 
n It was agreed in the 
graridlddge, thftt«o pe- 
titiOfts or appeals shall be 
feearctati the annual grand 
lodge or feast day ; nor 
shall any "business be 
transacted that tends to 
■interrupt the harmony of 
the assembly, but all shall 
^*:ii»ferre<d to the next 
<grtmd lodge, or stewards 
lodge* 



* This is a very ancient regulation, 1 tort seldtom 
put in practice ; new masofts being' gerietally made 
at private lodges ; however ;the right woJrsMpfyd 
grand master has full power and authority pi tnalce, 
or cause to be made in his $&>rship*s pfce&fiiee, -free 
and accepted masons at %?ght % and such making 
is good. But they cannot fe# j i**aade out of his wor* 
ship's presence, without a JwAtlett dispensatidri for 
that purpose. Nor can his^^orsfci^-obBgCa^^ajP- 
ranted lodge to receive th**&er$bfcaf s<*itta^i£tite 
members should declare agl&sf 4#fe*dr tftftfrf but, 
in such case, the right wors^ttJMfuKgi*aiid m«fter majr 
grant them a warrant anddforra ttteb* into a fteMr 
lodge. T ' ^- • ; 1 \ 

t Thl? was^h^M^n ifrtitt*^*ld»- buf&ver 
since the institution of the l&fftceXdiF^and 1 ^^^^^, 
all writings in the nature Sf aj>p^3f ari^ gtefitioife 
are left with him. ^ v ^r /i ..-.j ' ; 
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Old Jtegukttions. New Keguhtitn*. 

- Hither abo all the pfii* These lists are brought 
eers of particular lodges to the grand lodge every 
shall bring a list of such quarter, viz. on the. first 
members as have ; been Wednesday in March* 
, made, or even admitted June, September, and 
by them -since the last IJcc$mber. , , v r j 
grand lodge. , - -,;.v* ~ \i 

4. Thefe shall be : r - :; i^v . , 
books kept by the grand V - " ;> 

master or deputy^ or rar . , t 

ther by some other hn^ .: r? i . .> 

ther appointed secretas^ j. i , L x,;r. i 
of the grand lodge, . :J -J 
wherein shall be rpcordr I— - i cirf >•. r 
ed all the lodges, with : ' i 
the usual times and pla- - ; ^ > ' ! f ( ^ ? Sf * E 
ces of their forming, and *•: . 'k- ; - j . t 

the names of all the 
****abers of each lodge ; v i . hi I 

appall the affairs *ff the A , , ; . • 

gl^d lodge that arepror, - >v , ^ . oi c:r/-\ 
per be written - 4 - V - : ,*?:;r^ K 

Tifc^grand lodge - a, ^ ) :> 
sh^ inside* of themojs* ui 
pmd^t <and .sgfetual- - ; ^ . 1 0^3 

o£ cojlectfeg a»4 a -\. rKvr .r^nofrr fc qirte 

4*^^ng^ivh?ff^^rr f r ; T : .o?orpi/q unit 

■sh^M^^W^lh^^:; j i ot sjbol fcatfr «rr 

and decay , but none else» 

6. But each particular 3ee Regulations for 

•te^WucinW i<ds§<^: Chafity* r i>^w» r - 

^r^t^s^^ordnig ^. : m ^Li.v* ;!;, 
to their own bye-laws, .ii.iii xliiv; i 1 ^ - as 

until it be agreed 4>y all 
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the lodges, in a new re- ~ . 
gulation,* to cany in the 
charity collected by them, 
to the grand lodge at 
their quarterly or annual > r. . 

communication, in order 
to make a common stock * r i 
for the more handsome 
relief of poor brethren. 

7. They shall appoint 
a treasurer, a brother of 
worldly substance, who 
shall be a member of the 
grand lodge by virtue I 
of his office, and shall be * 
always present and have 
power to move to the 
grand lodge any thing 
that concerns his office. 

S. To him shall be 
committed all money rai- 
sed for the general char- 
ity, or for any other use 
of the grand lodge, which 's r 
he shall write down in a 
book, with the respective 
ends and uses for which 
the several sums are in- . t - 
tended, and shall expend f 
or disburse the same by 
such a certain order sign- 
ed, as the grand lodge 
shall hereafter agree to -\ ■ • i 
far a nod* re£ulatiQjT4 A. • -\-a 
-i.tBufLithfi vietufl trf hi% 

omceyas trcasurer^yithn .1 >,**. h**ui** £ 
* See this explained in the rusulation for charity. 
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out any other qualifica- 
tion, he shall not vote in 
choosing a new grand 
master and grand war- 
dens, though in every 
other transaction. 

9* In like manner the 
secretary shall be a mem- 
ber of the grand lodge, 
by virtue of his office, 
and shall vote in every 
thing, except in choosing 
grand officers. 

10. The treasurer and 
secretary may have each 
a clerk or assistant if 
they think fit, who must 
be a brother and a mas- 
ter mason, but must ne- 
ver be a member of the 
grand lodge, nor speak 
without being allowed or 
commanded. 

11. The grand master 
or deputy, have authors 
ty always to command 
the treasurer and^ecreta- 
ry to attend him, with 
their clerks and books, 
in order to see how mat- 
ters go on, and to know 
what is expedient to be 
done upon an emergency. 

IS. Another brother 
and master mason should 
be appointed the tyler, 
to look after the door ; 
^ .i..: c . 



New Rtgvimmtt 




1 1 du n f «^>i 
• » , Ihij. r : »tu 

: * ' <r Jr*hfj9j 

*. v>. » nir.n ; ^ t,;r,\ 
'.; y jol b.!«r' ?d: es f ba 
"J .? i .* T^rf llsdz 
Apothe* 4jrotkcn and 
master bums b<fcppdint- 
ed -punmheant; anc^aife 
tioned at the inyard door 

■ r * j lid j 3o3 "* 
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trat he mustf be no mem- 
ber of the grand lodges 
' IS* -fiut these offices 
t*«ybe farther explained 
fey a j new regulation; 
When theWceasity ore*. 
pediency of them may 
^nore: appear than at pre* 
sent to the fraternity. 

XtfVV If A any grand 
lodge, stated of occasion* 
al, monthly or annual, 
the grand master and de- 
puty should both be ab- 
feent, then - the present 
master -of a lodge that 
has been longest a free 
mason, shall take the 
chairand preside as-grand 
-master, j&r& temport, and 
•shall be vested with all 
the honour and power 
Jbr the time being, pro- 
vided there is no brother 
present that has been 
grandmaster or deputy 
.formerly for the last 
former grand master or 
deputy in -company, takes 
-place of right in the ab- 
sence of the grand master 
otde guty. : 



of the grand lodge ; his 
. business is to report the 
names and tides of all 
that want admittance, and 
to go upon messuages, 
&c. but he is not a mem- 
ber of the grand lodge, 
nor allowed to speak 
without orders. 

XIV. In the first edi- 
tion the right of grand 
wardens was omitted in 
this regulation, and it has 
been since found that the 
old lodges never put into 
the chair the master of 
a particular lodge, but 
when there was no grand 
warden in company, pre- 
sent nor former ; and that 
m such a case, a grand 
officer always took place 
of any master of a lodge 
that has not been a grand 
officer. 

^ Therefore, in case of 
the absence of all grand 
masters and deputies, the 
present senior grand war- 
den fills, the chair; and 
.in his absence, the junior 
gragd t warden ; and in 
his absence the oldest for- 
mer gfanfl warden in w 
company ; and if no for- 
mer grand officeri 
found, then the oldest 
: 2 
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XV. In the grand 
lodge none can act as 
wardens but the present 
grand wardens, if in 
company ; and if absent 
the grand master shall 
fcrder private wardens to 
act as grand wardens 
pro tempore,whose places 
are to be supplied by two 
fellow-crafts, or master 
masons of the same 
lodge, called forth to act, 
or sent thither by the 
master thereof ; or if by 
him omitted, the grand 
master, or he that pre- 
sides, shall call them 



frce«ma*on who is "now 
the master of a lodge-t 
But to avoid, dispmes, 
lbs grand maste* uafujaUy 
gives a particular .com* 
asksion, under his rhawl 
and seal of joffice coun- 
tersigned by the grand 
secretary^ to the senior 
grand warden, of m his 
absence to the junior, 
to act as a deputy grapd 
master, when the deputy 
is not in town. * . 

XV. Soon after the 
first edition of the book 
of constitutions, the 
grand lodge finding ic 
was always the ancient 
usage that the oldest for- 
mer grand wardens sup* 
plied the places of those 
of the year when absent, 
the grand-masters ever 
since has ordered tjiem 
to take place imme- 
diately, and act as grand 
wardens, pro tempore^ 
which they always do in 
the absence of the grand- 
wardens ibr the year, 
except when they have 



? L . - — 

The pre-eminenee is generally given to tiie 
er of die senior lodge, without regard to th« 
i the masters. 



t 

master 

age of the masters. 
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forth to act ; so that the 
grand lodge may be al- 
wayticiwnpleat. 



XVI. 1. The grand 
wardens, or any others, 
are first to advise with 
the deputy about the af- 
fairs of the lodges of 
private single brothers, 
and are nofr only to ap- 
ply to the grand master 
without the knowledge 
of thet^deputy, unless he 
refuse bis concurrence* 

2. In which case, or 
in case of any difference 
pf sentiment between 
the deputy and grand* 
waidens, or other bro- 
thers, both parties are 
to go to the grand-mas- 
ter by consent ; who, by 
virtue of his great au* 
thority . and power can 
easily decide the contro- 



waved their: privilege 
for that time, to honour 
tome brother, whom 
they thought more it 
for the present service* 
. But if no former 
grand-wardens are in 
company, the grand* 
master, or he that pre* 
sides, calls forth whom 
he pleases, to act grand- 
wardens, pro tempore* 
XVL 1. This was in- 
tended for the ease of 
the grand master, and 
for the honour of the 
deputy* 



2. No such case has 
happened in our time, 
and all grand masters 
govern more by love 
than power* 



* Preference is given to the master or pastanas* 
ter of t&e oldest lodge present* 
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Old Regulations. 
versy, and make up the 

difference 

3. The grand master 
should not receive any 
private*: intimations of 
business concerning ma- 
sons and masonry, but 
from his- deputy first, 
except in such cases as 
his worship can easily 
judge of: and if the 
application to the grand 
master be* irregular, his 
worship can order the 
grand-wardens, or any 
so applying, to wait upon 
the deputy, who is 
speedily to prepare the 
business, and lay it or- 
derly before his worship. 

XVII. No grand mas- 
ter, grand warden, trea- 
surer, or secretary, or 
whoever acts for them, 
or in their stead, pro 
tempore j can at the same 
time act as the master or 
warden of a. particular 
lodge ; but as soon as 
any of them has discharg- 
ed his public office, he re- 
turns to that post or sta- 
tion in his particular 
lodge, from which he 
was called to officiate. 

XVIII. 1.. If the de- 
puty be sick, or neces- 
sarily absent, the grand- 



3. No irregular ^ppti* 
cations have been made 
in our time, to the grand, 
master^ 



XVII. Old grand offi- i 
cers, are now some of ) 
them officers of parti* 
cular lodges, but are not 
deprived of their privi- 
lege in the grand lodge, 
-to sit and vote there as 
old grand officers ; only 
he deputes a past offioer 
of his particular lodge 
to act, pro tempore, as the 
officer of that ledge, at 
the grand lodge. - 



XVIII. 1 The seftior 
grand warden now, eve* 
supplies the deputy's 
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Old Regulations.' 
mater .can, chuse any 
brother he ^kfesea to act 
as his depots, /to tzm~ 
fore. • ■ 3 ■ 

2. But he that is cho- 
sen deputy at the instal- 
lation, and also the 
grand wardens, cannot 
be discharged, unless the 
cause fairly appear to 
the grand lodge. 

3* For the grand-mas* 
tfer, if he is uneasy, may 
tall a grand lodge, en 
purpose to lay the cause 
before them, for tfcir 
advice and concurrence^ 
; Amd if die members 
of the grand lodge can- 
mot reconcile the grand* 
master with his deputy 
or wardens, they are to 
allow the grand master 
to discharge his deputy' 
or wardens, and to 
choose another deputy 
^mediately, and the 
same grand lodge, in 
that case, shall forth- 
with choose other grand 
wardens so that harmony 
and peace may be pre* 
.served* • 



place** ; jbtoe jUniflri fcfets 
as thesinitf jd&e-Aldeflt 
former grand watde% 
as the junior j atari thb 
oldest mason, to dbovc^ 
2# This ; never 
done m ow: timd . Se* 
new regulation h 



- 3. Should this casfe 
ever happen, j&e grand 
master appoints his <fet 
puty, and ihe frmd. 
lodge the other grand 
officers. > r 

But if the gnmdJodg* 
want to get rid of t^e deb 
puty they must choose a 
new grand master, by 
which means the deputy's 
chair becomes vacant. 



* This is done by courtesy, the grand master 
only, having power to. appoint and discharge his 
demrfrr at treasure. , » . . 
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-QM Regulations 
XlKJi if grand-; 
martgr^Aould « abuse his 
grefce powcty" and ren- 
der himself unworthy of 
the -obedience and sub. 
mission o£thek>dge,*he 
shall be treaded in a way 
and manner to be agreed 
upon in a new regula- 
tion : because hitherto 
the ancient fraternity 
have had no occasion for 

f: XX. The grand, mas- 
ter, with his deputy, 
fcrancUwardens, and sec- 
retary, shall at least once 
go round and visit all 
the lodges about town 
during his mastership* 
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Ntw Reguhti<me% 
- XIX.. .The free-ma-r 
tons firmly hof>o^ that? 
there wTlV*e^er> he.be 
casion for such a new re- 
gulation. 



XX. Or else he "shall* 
send his grand officer* 
to . visit the lodges :t 
This old and laudable 
practice often renders ia 
deputy necessary : when 
he visits diem; ; the sd* 
nior grand-warden acts 
as deputy, the junior as 
die senior, as above ; cm 
if both or any of them 
be absent, the deputy, or 
he that presides for himy 
may appoint whom hi, 
pleases in -their steady 
fmo tempore*. 

For when . both the 
grand masters are ab* 
sent, the senior or junior 
grand warden may pre* 
side as deputy ia J^isit* 
ing the lodges or in the 
constitution . of a new 



* The brother appointed must be a master masoiw 



its 



QU Regulations. 



- f ;XXL If, grand 
j**at*rdtos Jawing his 
tafiasterahipi' or by sick- 
ness^ by being beyond 
or toy <ptj*er way te 
be »ti*d*r*dinc*ai»^ of 
dkdhar^ng hk ofljce;' 
the deputy, erinhisab- 
jenjce the senior grand 
jv^rttefi^otin His absence 
thfe jwmii grand V arden • 
dr itt cWf Absence any 
three masters of lodges 
shall i&se*ible .sat the 
gtfand lodge immediate- 



Ncw Regulation*. 
lodge ; neither ojf which 
can be done without at 
least one of the present 
grand officers ; ^e^cept 
in places , at too grtfat-fc 
distance from the grand 
lodge > and in ; such case 
some faithfiul brqthier^ 
who has pftfrse;} i; tlm 
clutir, &c. shall r&ave a 
proper deputation Under 
the grand lodge ' seal,* 
fer; the constitutSag. of 
such mw: lodge or? 
Iddgeq, in- dfotarit or re-* 
mote countries, where 
the grand officers cannot 
possibly attend. 

XXI. Upon , siutfh a 
vacancy, if no former 
grand master, nor for- 
mer deputy be , found, 
the present senior grand 
garden jfiJUs the chair, or 
ii) his absence .the ju- 
nior, till a new grand 
master is chosen ; and if 
no ^present nor former 
grand warden be found, 
then the oldest free ma- 
son who is now the mas- 
ter of a lodge. Thia 
privilege is„ generally! 



Tiwi'grand master or his deputy may use their 
^private. seals i but if the order ii made in their 
ateence, the groDdiotige seal must fee affixed there- 
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lyv 'ito<*dfcrw advise to^ 
g*thsr upon the emera 
gencyy.and to send two 
erf their number to Invite 
die lost grand matter to 
fosume liia office, which 
nw of couffle reverts to 
W» ; ahd'4f 'he retoseg 
to .act; ^th*h Afe -am 
hst, m&tto backward!: 
but it Ho former grand 
master be founds the pro- 1 
sent <Jeputy shall *fctm 
principal till a net* grand 
master is chosen r p'-$tf 4f 
there be-no deputy, shen 
the oldest mason the prt(* 
sent master of a lodge. ; 

XXli. The brethren 
of all the regular fodgfcir 
ki and near the city of 
London, shall nfeet m 
some convenient piaffe* 
on every Stv Johnte. day ( 
and when. busineti^ te 
over; they may repair 
their festival dinners, a& 
they shaffl think mow 
convenient ; and *ri*ett 
St. John's day happen 
to be on a Sunday, then 
die public meeting shaft 
be on the next Monday.; 

The grand lodge must 
meet in some convenient 
place on St. John the 
evangelist's day* in eve- 



tfnv Jttgutatiens. 
given up to the master 
of the oldest lodge with- 
out regard to the age of 
the man, or the time he 
was made* 




' XXIIrOrkny bwJth. 
ren around the globe; 
who atp true* jand faitte 
<b! mfe$n£ers of the an- 
cient craft, at the plate* 
ippaiwted, till theyhtrre 
built a place *ff; their 
own ; btft^one* bxit tfcit 
member* of the grand 
lodge are admitted witfc 
in the doors: during tho 
elections of grand of* 
eers. 

N. JB. It is the gene- 
ral custom to chuse the 
grand officers a conside- 
rable time; before St. 
John's day : I viz. on the 
first Wednesday in De* 
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Old ftegtuotions* 
claim the new, or reeog- 
aiifce the old grand mas- 
ter, deputy and grand 
wardens. 

XXIII. If the present 
grand master shall con* 
jsent to continue a second 
year, then one of the 
grand lodge, deputed for 
ihat purpose, shall repre- 
sent to all the brethren, 
his worship's good go- 
vernment, &c. and turn- 
ing to him, shall nx the 
name of the grand lodge, 
humbly request fdm to 
do the fraternity the 
great honour, if nobly 
born, if not, the great 
kindness, of continuing 
to be their grand master 
for the year ensuing ; and 
Jlis worship declaring his 
consent thereto, in man- 
ner he thinks proper, the 
grand secretary shall 
'^hrice proclaim him 
jaloud, 

Grastd Master 
or 

Masons.* 

* The masons of old addressed their grand 
masters by the tide; of right worshipful # but the 
modern masons, by a refinement peculiar to them- 
selves, give the title of right worshipful to every 
master of a private lodge. And that of most wor- 
shipful hot only to their grand master, but even to 

a. J—..*: r : 
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XXIII. Application 
shall be made * to the 
grand master; by the 
deputy, or 'such brother 
whom the grand lodge 
shall appoint, in case of 
his failure, at least one 
month before St. John 
the evangelists day, m 
order to enquire whether 
his worship will do the 
fraternity the great ho- 
nour or kindness, of con* 
tinuing in his office a se- 
cond year, otof nomina- 
ting his successor; and 
if his worship should at 
that time happen to be 
out of town, 0r the per- 
son whom he shall think 
proper to succeed him ; 
then the secretary shall 
write to either, or both, 
concerning the same, the 
copies of which letters 
shall be transcribed m 
die transaction book of 



Old Regulations. New Regulation*. 

All the members of the the grand lodge, as also 
grand lodge shall salute the answers received* 
him in due form, accord- 
ing to the ancient and 
Jaudabie custom of free 
masons. 

XXIV. The present XXIV. This is thfc 
.grand master, shall nomi- general practice of grand 
uate his successor for .lodges, for they seldom 
the year ensuing ; who, or never disapprove thfe 
if unanimously approved choice. 
j©f by the grand lodge, The present grand 
and there present, he master may order any 
shall be proclaimed, sa- brother, well skilled in 
luted and congratulated, the ceremony, to assist 
. the new grand master, him in installing the new 
as before hinted ; and grandmaster* 
immediately installed by 
the Jast grand master, 
according to an ancient . 
usage.* 

But if that nomination There has been no oc- 
is nqt unanimously ap- casion for this old regu- 
proved, the, new grand lation in our time, the 
master shall be.chpsen grand lodge, as before, 

'immediately by ballot, -having constantly approv- 
viz. every - master and ; edofthe grand master's 

'warden writing his man's choice; and my reason 
name, and the last grand for inserting it is y least 
master writing his man*s any brother acquainted 
name top, and the man with the old constitutions^ 

' * This is a most noble and grand ceremony, but 
cannofc be described in writing, nor ever known *> 
any bet master masons. 
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Old Reflations. , New Regulations. 

whose name/ the last should think the omitting 
grand master shall first it a defection. 
take out casually of by 
chance, shall be grand 
master of masons for the 
year ensuing : and if pre- 
sent, he shall be pro- 
claimed, saluted, and con- 
gratulated, as before hint- 
ed, and forthwith install- 
ed by the last grand mas- 
ter, according to usage. 

XXV- i. The last XXV. 1. A deputy 
grand master thus con- was always needful when 
tinued, or the new grand the grand master was no-* 
master thus installed, bly born, and this old re* 
shall next, as his inher- gulation has been always 
cnt right, nominate and practised in our time, 
appoint his deputy grand 
master, either the last or 
a new; one t who shalllalso 
be proclaimed, saluted 
"and cougrattdated in due 
form. . 

• 2. The new grand 2. This old regulatioa 
master shall also nomit has sometimes been found 
nate his new grand war- inconvenient, therefore 
dens ; and, if unani- the grand lodge reserve 
mously approved by the to themselves the elec- 
grancl lodge, they shall tion of grand wardens ; 
» also be forthwith pro- where any member has 
claimed, saluted, and a right to nominate one, 
congratulated in due and the two persons who 
form. have the majority of 

votes, still preserving 
due harmony, are de* 
clared duly elected* 
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Old Regulation** 

XXVI. That if the 
brother whom the pre- 
sent grand master shall 
nominate for his succes- 
sor, or whom the grand 
lodge shall choose by 
ballot, as above, be out 
of town, and has returned 
his answer, that he will 
accept of the office of 
grand master, he shall be 
proclaimed, as before in 
old regulation xxiii. and 
may be installed by 
proxy, which proxy moK 
b$ the present or former 
grand master, who shall 
act in his name, and re* 
ceive the usual honours, 
homage and congratu- 
lations. 

XXVII. Every grand 
lodge has an inherent 
power and authority to 
make new * regulations, 
or to alter these for the 
real benefit of the ancient 
fraternity, provided al- 
ways that die old land 
marks be carefully pre* 
eerved, ami that such 
^ew regulations and al- 
terations be proposed and 
agreed to by the grand 
lodge, and that they be 
offensive to the perusal* 
of all the brethren ip 
writing, whose approbg. 



New Regulation** 
XXVI. The proxy 
must be either the last or 
former grand master, or 
else a very reputable bro- 
ther. 

Nor is the new deputy, 
nor the grand wardens, 
allowed proxies when 
appointed. 



XX VII. All the alt 
terations, or new regular 
tions above written, are 
only for amending or ex* 
plaining the old regular 
.tions for the good of ma<* 
$onry, without breaking 
in upon the ancient rules 
of the fraternity, still pre- 
serving the old land 
marks, and were made 
at several times, as occa* 
sion offered, by the grand 
lodge, who have an in- 
herent power of amend* 
ing what qiay be thought 
inconvenient, and ample 



125 



Old Regulation. 
tionand consent, or the 
majority thereof, is ab- 
solutely necessary to 
make the same binding 
and obligatory ; which 
must therefore, after the 
new grand master is in- 
stalled, be solemnly de- 
sired and obtained from 
die grand lodge, as it 
was for these old regula- 
tions by a great number 
of brethren* 

End of the Old 



New Regulation. 
authority of making new 
regulations for the good 
of free masonry, which 
has not been disputed ; 
for the members of the 
grand lodge are truly the 
representatives of aft the 
fraternity, according to 
old regulation X. 



Regulations. 



Regulations tor the Government op the 
Grand Lodge, during the time of bub* 
lic business. 

, XVIII. 1. That no brotheis be admitted into 
the grand lodg^, but the immediate members 
thereof, viz. the four present and all- forager grand 
officers, the treasurer and secretary, the masters, 
wardens, and past masters, of all regular lodges, 
except a brother who is a petitioner, or a witness 
in some case, or one called in by motion. . 

2. That at the third stroke of the grand mas- 
ter's gavel, there shall be a general silence j and 
that he who breaks "silence, without leave from 
the chairj shall be publicly reprimanded. 

3# That under the same penalty every brother 
shall keep his seat, and keep strict silence when- 
ever the grand master or deputy shall think fit to 
rise from the chair, and call to order. 
. 4.. That in the grand lodge every member shall 
keep in his seat (according to the number of his 
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lodge) and not move about from place to place 
during the communication, except the grand war* 
dees, as having more immediately the care of the 
grand lodge. % 

5. That no brother is to speak but dace to the 
same a&air, unless tp explain himself, or when 
called upon by the chair to speak. 

6. Every one that speaks shall rise, and keep 
standing, addressing himself hi a proper manner to 
the chair; »or shall any presume to interrupt him* 
under the aforesaid penalty f unless the grand 
master find him wanderingfrom the point in hand,, 
shall think fit to reduce him to order j for then the 
said speaker shall sit down : but after he has been 
set right, he may again proceed if he pleases. 

7. If in the grand lodge any member is twice 
called to order at any one assembly, for trans* 
greasing these rules, and is guilty of a third of* 
fence of the same nature, the chair shall peremp* 
toriVy order him to quit the lodge-room for that 
night. 

8. That whoever shall be so rude as to hiss at 
any brother, or at what another says or has said* 
he shal} be forthwith solemnly excluded the com* 
munication, and declared incapable of ever being 
a member of any grand lodge for the future, till 
another time he publicly owns his fault, and hi*, 
grace be granted. 

9. No mQtion for a new regulation, or for th* 
continuance or alteration of an old one, shall ho 
made 'till it be first handed up in writing to the 
chair ; and, after it has been perused by die grand 
master, at least about, ten minutes, the thing may 
be moved publicly and' then it shall be audibly read 
by the secretary; and if he be seconded and 
thirded, it must immediately be committed to the 
consideration of the whole assembly, that their 
sense maybe fully heard about it ; after whkkthc 
question, shall be put,/r0 andcoru 
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10. The opinion, or votes of the members are 
to be signified by holding up of hands ; that is one 
hand each member; which uplifted hands the 
grand wardens are to count, unless the number of 
hands be so equal as to render the counting them 
useless. 

Nor should any other kind of division ever be 
admitted among free-masons. 

In order to preserve harmony, it was thought 
necessary to use counters and a ballsting bo? 
when occasion requires* 

End of the New Regulation*. 

My ton, forget not my Jaw; but let thine heart 
keep my commandments ; and remove not the ancient 
landmark which thy fathers have set* 

End of the regulations. 

THE 

REGULATIONS FOR CHARFTT. 
I. 

THIS committee shall be and consist of alt 
present and former grand officers, secretary, and 
treasurer, with the masters of ten regular lodges* 
who shall be summoned, and obliged to attend in 
their turns : that is to say, fire from the oldest 
lodges, and five from the youngest, shall be sum- 
moned to meet upon the third Wednesday m 
every Kalender month, to hear all petitions, &c. 
and to order such relief to be given to distressed 
petitioners, as their necessity may appear, and 
prudence ffla^ direct. 

11. That ail collections, contributions, and other 
charitable sum or sums of money, of what nature 
or kind soever, that shall at any time be brought 
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into die grand lodge, shall be deposited in the 
hands of the treasurer or such other persons as 
the grand lodge shall appoint, who is not to dis- 
burse or expend the same, or any part thereof, on 
kny account whatsoever, without an order from 
the said committee, which order shall be signed 
by the Residing officer, and countersigned by the 
secretary. • 

III. Thatf neither the grand offices, secretary, 
tar afiy cither person -whatever, shall give or sign 
any order on the treasurer, for any sum or sums 
of money, until the same be first approved of by 
the majority of the committee" or stewards, . then 
present, and entered in their transaction-book, to- 
gether with the name or names of the person or 
person^ to whom the same is given. 

* IV. That no anonymous letter, petition or re- 
commendation by or from any person, or on any 
account or pretence whatsoever, be introduced 
or read in this committee. 

V. That registered masons only, who have con- 
tributed not less than twejve months, and a mem- 
ber of a warranted lodge during that time, shall be 
considered and relieved,' &c. And sojourners, or 
travelling masons, shall be relieved if certified by 
^private contribution, or out of the fund, as the 
majority shall think proper. 

VI. That all petitions or recommendations shall 
be signed by the master and wardens of the peti- 
tioner's lodge, who shall (if in town) attend the 
steward's lodge or committee, and assert the truth 
of the petitioners. The petitioners shall also attend, 
if in or adjacent to London, except in cases of sick- 
ness, lameness, or imprisonment ; and prove to the 
satisfaction of the stewards, that he or they have 
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jbten formerly in reputable, or at least m tolerable, 
circumstances* 

VII. That any other brother may send in a pe*; 
tition or recommendation, but none shall be admit- 
ted to sit or hear the debates, but the grand officers,; 
secretary and treasurer, with the ten masters sum- 
moned for that purpose. 

VIII* That it shall be the inherent power of thisr 
committee, or steward's lodge, to dispose of the 
fund laid in for charity, to charitable uses, and no 
other, and that, only to such persons who shall ap* 
pear by their petitions aforesaid, to be deserving 
and in real want of charitable and brotherly assist** 
anqe, and that either by weekly $uppqrt, or an tbege 
^hafljudgp most prudent and neqessaiy* 

I3u That np eoctraneous brother th#t isnotmad*. - 
in a regular lodge, but nude in a clandestine n>*a«> 
ner, without the grand masters warrant, or only 
with a view to partake of this charity, nor any as- 
sisting at such irregular makings, shall be qualified 
to receive any assistance therefrom, accordingto 
^ the sixth regulation for charity. 

X* That this committee shall hs|ve full power 
and authority to hear and adjust all matters, con* 
cerning free masons or free masonry, that shall be 
laid before them, except making new regulations* 
which power is wholly invested in the grand lodge, 
and their determinations shall be final* except when 
an appeal shall be made to the quarterly grand 
lodge. 

XI. That for the speedy relief of distressed pe* 
titioners, any three of the masters, summoned for 
that purpose, with or without the grand officers, 
the secretary and books always present, shall be a 
quorum, and may proceed to business as prudence 
and brotherly love shall direct them* 

XII. That all the transactions of this stew* 
ard's lodge or committee of charity, shall be read 
audibly, by the grand secretary, before all thq 
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members of the grand lodge, upon the first Wed- 
nesdays in March, June, September and Decem- 
ber, yearly. 

• XIII. This committee being invested with 
full power to hear complaints of a masomcal na- 
ture, as -appears by regulation X. and to punish de- 
linquents according, to the laws of the craft ; for 
that reason they shall most religiously adhere to 
the old Hebrew regulation, viz. If a .complaint be 
made against a brother by another brother, and he 
be found guilty, he shall stand to the determina- 
tion of this or the grand lodge : but if a complaint 
be made against a brother, wherein the accuser 
Cannot support his complaint to conviction, such 
accuser shall forfeit such penalty as the person so 
*cciteed might have forfeited had he been really 
convicted on sucfe complaint. 
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A 

COLLECTION 

' OF 

Masonic Songs, &c* 



In the old book of constitutions, the Master's song was of too 
great a length tobe sung at one time, therefore the breth> 
ren never sing more than the following verse and chorus* 

I. The Grand Master's Song. 

TThUS niighty Eastern kings, and some;: 
Of' AbranCs race, and monarcbs good 
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece and Rome, 
True Architecture understood ; 
No wonder, then if masons join, 
To celebrate those mason kings ; 
W ith solemn note and flowing wine, 
Whilst ev'ry brother jointly sings. 

*CH01U7S. ' 

Who can unfold the fioyal Art, 
Or shew its secrets in a song ; 
They're safely kept in mason's heart; 
And to the ancient lodge belong. 

II. The fiepuiy Grand Master's Song. 

N. B. The two last lines of each verse is the chorus. 

I. . 
Ok; on, tny dear brethren, ' pursue your great lecture, 
: And refine on the rules of old architecture; 
High honour to Masons the craft daily brings, 

To those brothers of nrinrpc and follows of Ictncrc. 
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II. 

We've drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the stage, 
Reviving the arts of Augustus, nim'd age ; . 
Vespasian destroyed the vast temple in vain, 
Since so many now rise in great George's mild reign. 

m. 

Of Wren and of Angela, mark the great names, 
Immortal they live as the Tiber aria Thames ; 
To Heav'n and themselves, they've such monuments nuVd, 
Recorded like saints and Rkfefcaints they are pratsVL. 

IV. . 

The five noble orders composed witfrauch afr> 
Will tmaae-thejx'd eye and engage (he whole heart ; 
Proportion's dumb harmony gracing the whole, 
Gives our work, like the glorious, creation, a soul. 

V. , . . 
Then master and brethren preserve your great name, 
This lodge so majestic will purchase you fame ; 

BeverM it shall stand till all nature empire, 
And its glories ne'er fade, till Ihe world is on fire, 

, VI. 
See, see, behold here what rewards all our foil, ^ 1 . 
Enlivens our genius and bids labour sir? iie ; 
To our noble grand master let a bumper be crown'd, t > - 
To all Masons a bumper, so let it go round. 

VII. 

Again, my lovM brethren, again let it pass, 
Our ancient firm union cements with the glass ; 
And all the contentions 'mongst Masons shaft be, 
Who better can work or who best can agree, 

To the Right WbrsAqtfid the Grand Master. 



III. Grand Warden's Song. 
I. 

Let masonry be now my. theme, 

Throughout the globe to spread its fame> 
And eternize each worthy brother's name ; 

Your praise shall to the skies resound, ft 

In lasting happiness abound, 
And with sweet umen all your noble deeds be crown'd. 

* iRepeat this last lint. % 
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. CHORUS. 

Sing then my rouse to Masons glory, 

Your names are so rever'd in story 

That all th' admiring world jdo now adore ye, 

**• 

Let harmony divine inspire 

Your souls with love and gen'rous fire, 
To copy well wise Solomon your sire ; 

Knowledge sublime shall fill each heart, 

The rules of g'ometry to impart, 
While wisdom, strength, and beauty, crown the royal art 

Gho. Stag then my muse, Spc. 

III. 

Let ancient Masons healths go round, 
In swelling cups all cares be drowo'd, 
And hearts united mongst the craft be found ; 
May everlasting scenes of joy, 
Our peaceful hours of bliss employ, 
Which time's all conquering hand shall ne'er destroy. 
Cho. Sing then my muse, $c. 

IV. 

My brethren thus all cares resign* 

Your hearts let glow with thoughts divine, 
And veneration show to Solomon's shrine ; 

Our annual tribute thus we'll pay, 

That late posterity shall say, 
We've crown'd with joy this happy, happy day. 

Cko. Sing then my muse, 

To all the NoUe Lords, and Right Worshipful Brethren, 
that have been Grand-Masters. 

VI. Tke&cretart/s Song 
I. 

Ye brethren of the ancient craft, 

Ye fav'rite sons of fame; 
Let bumpers cheerfully be quafTd, 

To each good Mason's name ; 
Happy, long happy may he be, 
Who loves and honours Masonry. 

With a fa, h, la, la, &c. 



1M 



n. 

In rain would If Amen with his wit,* 

Our slow resentment raise ; 
What he and all mankind have writ, 

But celebrates our praise : 
His wit this only truth imparts, 

That Masons have firm faithful hearts. 

III. 

Ye British fair, for beauty fam'd, 

Your slaves we wish to be j 
Let none for charms like yours be nam'd, 

That loves not Masonry ; 
This maxim D'Anvers proves full well, 
That Masons never kiss and tell. 

IV. 

Free-Masons ! no offences give, 
Let fame your worth declare ; 

Within your compass wisely live, 
And act upon the square ; 

May peace and friendship e'er abound, 

And every Mason's health go round. 



V. The Treasurer** Song. 
fTune Near some cool Shade.] 
I. 

Grant, me kind Heav'n what I request, 

in Masonry let roe be biest ; - * 

* That those who hanged captain Porteous, at Edinburgh, 
were all Free-masons, because they kept their own secrets, 
bee the Craftsman of the ISth of April, Numb. 563. The 
affair was, thus, captain Porteous having committed murder, 
was tried, convicted, and ordered for execution at Edinburgh ; 
but his friends at court prevailed on the Queen to reprieve 
him; this eave umbrage 1 to the people, who assembled in the 
night, broke into, and took him but of the prison, from thence 
jto the place of execution, ordered him to kneel down, which 
was also done by the Whole company, who joined him in 
pray ere for a considerable time, and then all of them laid hold 
on the rope, and hawled him up, as they do on board a man 
of war. It is remarkable that they all wore white leather 
aprons, which, by the by, is a certain proof that they were 
not Free-masons. 



Direct me to that happy place, 
Where friendship smiles in every face ; 
Where freedom and sweet innocence, 
.Enlarge the mind and cheers the sense. 

II. 

Where scepterM reason from her throne, 
Surveys the lodge and makes us one ; 
And harmony's delightful sway, 
For ever shed's ambrosial day ; 
Where we blest Eden's pleasures taste, 
While balmy joys are our repast 

HI. 

Our lodge the social virtues grace, 
And wisdom's rules we fondly trace ; 
Whole nature open to our view, 
Points out the paths we should pursue ; 
Let us subsist in lasting peace, 
And may our happiness increase. 

IV. 

No prying eye can view us here, # 

No fool or knave disturb our cheer ; 

Our well-fornr'd laws set mankind free, 

And give relief to misery ; 

The poor, oppressed with woe and grief, 

Gain, from our bounteous hands, relief. 

To all well disposed charitable Masons. 



In the old book this Song was thought too long, therefore tbt 
following last verse and chorus is thought sufficient. 

' VL The Warden's Song* 

From henceforth ever sing, 

The craftsman and the king, 

With poetry and music sweet, 1 

Resound their harmony compleat ; 
And with geometry in skilful hand, 
Due homage pay, 
Without delay, 
To the king and to our master grand ; 

He rules the free-born sons of art* 

By love and friendship, hand and heart. 

CHORUS. 

Who can rehearse the praise, 
In soft poetic lays ; 

MS ... _ 



*4» 

Or solid prose of mason's true,, • . . 

Whose art transcends the cominop view ; 
Their secrets ne^er td strangers yet expos'd, 
Reserv'd sh*U be, 
By Mason's free, 
And only to the ancient lodge disclos'd ; 
Because they're kept m mason's heart, 
By brethren of the royal art 
To ail the kings, princes, and potentates, that ever propagated 
the rojal excellent Art. 

VII. The Felhw-CrajTs Song. 
I. 

Hail masonry ! thou craft divine ! 
Glory of earth, from heav'n reveal'd ! 
Which doth with jewels precious shine, 
From all, but masons eyes conceal'd. 

Cher. Thy praises due who can rehearse, 
In nervous prose or flowing verse. 

IL 

As men from brutes distinguished are, 
A mason other men excels; 
For what's in knowledge choice and rare* 
Within his breast securely dwells. 

Chor. His silent breast and faithful heart, 
Preserve the secrets of the art, 

. From scorching heat and piercing cojd, 
From beasts whose roar the forest rends ; 
From the assaults of warriors bold, * 
The masons art mankind defends. 

Chor. Be to this art due-honour paid, 

From which mankind receive such aid. * 

IV. 

Ensigns of state that feed our pride, 
Distinctions troublesome and vain ; 
By masons true are laid aside, 
Art's free-born sons such toys disdain. 

Chor. Innobl'd by the name they bear, 

Distinguish^ by the badge they wear. 

V. " 

Sweet fellowship from envy free, 
Friendly converse of biro&erhoad : 



The lodge's lasting cement be, 
Which has for ages firmly stood. 

dor. A lodge thus built, for ages past 
Has lasted, and shall ever last 

VI. 

Then in bur songs be justice done, . 
To those who have enrich'd the art ; 
From Adam down until this time, 
And let each brother bear a part. 

Chor. Let noble masons healths go round, 
Their Praise in lofty lodge resound. 

To the Might Worshipful Grand Masters, Atholl,Dulce, Dum- 
£eys,C7wi Dalhousie. 



VIII. The Entered 'Prentices Song. » 
I. 

Come let us prepare, 

We brothers that are, 
Assembled on merry occasion ; 

Let's drink, laugh and sing* 

Our wine has a spring. 
Here's a health to an accepted mason. 

II. 

The world is in pain, 

Our secrets to gain, 
And stUl let them wonder and gaze on ; 
"Till they're brought to the light, . 

They'll ne'er know the right 
Word or sign of an<accepfed mason. 

III. 

Tis this and 'tis that, 

They cajinot tell what, 
Why so many great men of the nation, 

Should' aprons put on, 

To make themselves one, 
With a free and an accepted mason. 

IV. 

- Great jrings, dukes, and lords, 
Have laid by their swords, 
Our myst'rv to put a good grace oh ^ 
And thought themselves fam'd. 
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To bear themselves nam'd, 
With a free and an accepted mason* 

r V. 

Antiquity*! pride. 

We have on our side, 
Which maketh men just in their station ; 

There's nought but what's gooa. 

To be understood, 
$y a free and an accepted mason. 

VI. 

We're true and sincere, 

And just to the fair. 
They'll trust us on any occasion ; 

No mortal can more, 

The ladies adore, 
Than a free and an accepted mason* 

VIL 

Then join hand in hand, 
By each brother firm stand, 
Let's be merry and put a bright face on t 
What mortal can boast, 
So noble a toast, 
As a free and an accepted mason. 

[Thrice repeated in due form.} 
To all thcfraicrniiy round the Globe. 
% - _____ 

IX. Sing. The same tunc as the IV. 
I. 

Onyou who masonry despise, 

This counsel I bestow ; 
Don't ridicule, if you are wise, 

A Secret you don't know : 
Yourselves you banter, but not it: 
You shew your Spleen, but not your wit 

II. 

Inspiring virtue by our rules, 

And in ourselves secure : 
We have compassion for those fools m 

rWbo think our acts impure: 
We know from Ignorance proceeds* V/' 
Such mean dptnion of our deeds y 

HTith a fa, la, la, &c. 



If union and sincerity, 

Have a Pretence to please ; 
We brothers of free-masonry, 

Lay justly.claim to these : 
To State disputes we ne'er-give birth, 
Our motto friendships, and mirth ; 

Withafa*la,la,Stc. 

IV. 

Some of our rules I will Impart, 

But must conceal the rest ; 
Thev're safely lodged in masons hearts, 

Within each honest hfeast : * 
We loyeottr country and'our klog$ 
We toast the ladies, laugh tnd.siog ; 

fritkafa,1a*kh&c. 

To the worsfdtfkl grand xvardens. 

X. SONG. 
I. 

By mason's art th' aspiring domes; 

In stately columns shall* afise ; 

All cliimftqs are their native honsfcs, 

Thefr well-iwJgM actions reach the sjties ; 

Heroes and kings reverft their name 

While poets sing tjiejr lasting fame, w . . 

JI. 

Great* noble,* gen'rdus, good and brave, 
Are,titles they most justly claim ; 
Their deeds shall live beyond the grave, 
Which those unborn shall loud proclaim; 
Time shall their glorious acts enroll, 
While love and friendship charm the soul. 

To the perpetml honour offre&mMomn 

XL SONG. 
I. 

As«f at Wheeler's lodge one night, 

Kept Bacchus company ; 
For Bacchus is a mason bright, 

And of all lodges free. 

II. 

Saul I, great Bacchus \s a dry, 
Pray give the god some wine 



14ft 

Jawe m a fiiry did reply, 
October's as divine. 

UI. 

It makes us mason's more compleat, 

Adds to our fancy wings : 
Makes us as happy and as great, 

As mighty lords and kings. 

Tothe matters and wardcm qfaU regular bag*, 

XII. SONG. 
I. 

Some folks have with curious impertinence strong 
From free-masons bosoms their secrets to move, 
I'll tell them in vain their endeavours must prove.- • 
WJuch nobody can deny, Sec 

IL 

Of that happy secret, when we are possess'd, 
Our tongues can't explain what is lodged in our breasts, 
For the blessings so great, it can ne'er be express'd. 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

III. 

■ By friendship's strict ties we brothers are join'd, 
With mirth in each heart and content in each mind, 
And this is a difficult secret to find. 

Which nobody can deny. &c , . 

IV. 

But you, who would fain our grand secret expose, 
One tiling best conceal'd to the world you disclose, 
Much folly in blaming what none of you knows. 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

V. 

Truth, charity, justice, our principles are. 
What" one doth possess the other may share, 
All these in the world are secrets most rare, 
•Which nobody can deny, &c. 

VI. 

While then we are met the world's wonder and boast, . 
And all do enjoy what pleases each most, 
I'll give you the best ind most glorious toast 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

Here's a health to the gen'rous, brave and the good, 
To all those who think and whoaqt as they should, . 



In all this the fret-mason's hqattfe's understood 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

' To oR true an& .faithful brethren? &c % 

XIII. SONG. 
Am#. O Fbhy yon might have toy'd and kist'd. 
I. 

. You people who laugh at masons draw near, 
Give ear to my song without any sneer ; 
And if you'll have patience you soon shalf see, 
What a noble art is masonry*. ' 

•IT. 

There's none but tin Atheist can ever deny, 
But that this great art came first from on high ; 
The almighty God here 1*11 prove for to be. 
The first great master of masonry. 

... III. 

He took up his compass with masterly hand, 
He stretchM out his rule and he measurM the land ; 
He laid the foundations o' th' earth and these*, 
. By his known rules of masonry, 

IV. 

Our first father Adam, deny it who can, 
A mason was made, as soon as a man ; 
And a fig-leaf apron at first wore he, 
In token of his love to masonry. 

V. 

The principal law our lodge does approve, 
Is that we should live in -brotherly-love ; 
Thus Cain was banish'd by hearns decree, 
For breaking the rules of masonry. 

VI. 

The temple that wise king Solomon raised, 
For beauty, for order, for elegance prais'd ; ♦ 
To what did it owe its elegancy ? 
To the just form'd rules of masonry. 

. vn. 

But shouM I pretend in this humble verse, 

?ie merits of free-masons arts to rehearse; 
ears yet to come too little would be, 
To sing all the praises of masonry. 



' : ' vim' ' v " ' ' ;: * • 

Then hoping Pve not detain'd you too long, T 
I here shaft take leave to finish my song ; * ' 
Health to the master and (hose that are free, 
That li ve to the rules of masonry. 

To all thcfrce-bor* soniqfthc undent cmikoMmrakkQ* aft . 

• /.» L . 

Vfm hart no idl*praringi A 
Of either whig or Utff^ 
But each agrees, 

To live at ease^ • . - ( . • 

And sing or tell a story. 

CffORttS. 

Fill to him, 

To the brim, 
Let it round the table roll ; 
# The divine, ! 

Tells you wine, 
Cheers the body and the soul. 

II. 

We're always men of pleasure* 1 - ■ * 
Despising pride and party ; 

White knaves and fools, 

Prescribe us rules, 
We are sincere and hearty. 

Cho. Rlltohimi &c- 

in. 

If aq-accepted mason, 

Should talk of high or low church; 

We'll set him <Jown, 

A .shallow clown, 
And understand him- no church. 

CJto. Fifl to him, &c. 

IV. 

The world is all in darkness, 
About.us they conjecture ; 
But little think, 

A song and drink, " ' * 

Succeeds the mason's lecture. 

Cho. Fill to him, &c 



i 

Then landlord Imng a hogshead, 
And in a confer place it: 

Each mason heKwfllfac^fe. 
TotkemcmoryofhimvfofrstptoUcda vine 



YooOi Date**Nict^ happy swafctf 

' • • T. ' ' . ' . 

The pride of all the virgin throng, 

Thus to her lover-said ; 
Tho' Damon t your flame approve, 
Your actions praise, your person love. 

It 

None shall untib my vi^^btafti 
But one to whom thesecfttefclioinl^ 

Of faarfd free-wasontf 
In which Ifae gtaat and good cerrM**} 
To raise with geiitfrotlft«esfg* 9 

Mantafetidtjri 

• HI. 

The lodge excludes the fop and fool 3 
The plodding knave and party-tool, 

That liberty wou'd sell ; 
The noble, faithful, and the brave, 
No golden charms can e'er deceive, 

In slavery to dwell 

IV. 

This said, he boVd and went away* 
ApplyVl was made without delay, 

KetyiiVd to her again ; 
The faiwne granted ins request, 
^Connubial joys their days have blesf, 

And may they e'er remain, 

Tajnasons ancLSomas&u toh*n*, 
Jm>womcn with both wit and charm*. 
That love to Ue in masons arm. 
* 



, xyi. *ono. 

t 

A health to our sisters jtet us drink ; 
For why should art th-qr^ t i /' 
Be remembered, X pray, • f : • 
When of us the; so often dp think, ) 
When of us they so often do think. 

• ' 'A? : 

Tis they give the chiasTsit-delight ; 

Tho' wine cheers #ie mind, 

And inasonryskind, ' ' ' 
TheteJ^tiKS»lkAflspoft<aMingM > ;>Y ( -^ 
These keep us in transport all night. 

To all fcmtk Jwndrtf fte mmomk 



XVII. SONG. 
[ri*w,T^^cry,k^dliaaa]; 

JE 

Sing (o4heflfQnour of those/' 
W ho, baseness and enor oppose; .-,*,• ( 
Who from sages and magi** old* . 
Have got sftOttts which nonacao unfold ; . * u \ 
Whilst thro' Ufe's swift career*; :;,/•,. t , i 
With mirth and goQdicheer t 
We're reveifing, 

And levelling* . , 

The monarch, jTiH he 
Says our joys faT ascend ^ - 
What on thrones do attend, '. 1 
And thinks it a glory, like us, to be free, : , 

Jtl 

The wisest of kings pav'd the way, 
And his precepts, we keep to tjiis day ; . , 
The most glorious of temples gave narne 
To freemasons, who still keeplte same ; 
Tho' no prince did arise, A 
So great and so wise : 
• Yt*in falling, . . J 

Ou* calling '■<•*. 

Still bore^ applauirv . ■ , «• ^ 



And Urn" rifrtaipi iTfriiri * 
The faetfef Ifce *u* - u/ - « 
We, dfcmond-hke, b^;to^u^i^,^eaM^f 

xvmnoNo. 

Haiu secret ajtj .by heavfn design'd, 

To ciUflv^Sd feheer the mind ; y J 

Thy secrets are to all unknown, 

But masons just ydjp^ akine* . r a : • n ) 

But masons just^&wAnj* alone* 

Then let us all their praises' siqg, 
Felloes to peafcJnfc "WTiQe, or king, ' 
Fellows to peMSt ^prince: oif kins. f 

From west east 

To meet the bright approaches day ; 
That we wot mar go in time, ■ * 

And up the sacred ladder clime. . 
And up the, &c. ,l . ' y " 

CAo. TEenletus, &Cj' f 

Ilk • u!// - J 
Bright rays of ,glory d# U*pirf, . : • I ,j . / 
Our inj^t^^^^^^AWil^n 
Still sacred history tap Mm*** ; / 
Who did the glonous.^j^effiwOMIb. . * i 

Cfo. Then letus, &&T 

The noble art dmnfa t *t^ n7 . ' , ''' ), *\ t ' 

EncompassMfyrthetib^ ' ° ' ' 

ShaH stand^ffl^tfeeaid dfthne; 1 tJ ' : ' , 
- Shall s«n6f J ft6V° C ^ I; 

No human eye thy beauties set, 
masons truly just and free ; 



XIX. S^ONO. 

JTothe tone pfthe |*tei>4 $j*njie^ : 

L ' ' Jf 

Comb are you prepaid ' J 1 

YourscaflRfeweflW*, 
Bring mortar, and temper impurely; 

T» ail s?feUp>pe, ' " r 

Your kdsexi^ ^l o^^ ^l : 
II. 

■f ie tony rift freg'f?. 
For the sun w&^r&s k *fcm»f; 
The da/$j^apd dear, 
No rain you need fear, . 
Til a charming, bveIy,^roornine. , ' ' * 

in/ > 

Pray where are yiur tools, 

Your lineAftd $urnb cm, 
Xach mirmlta%cVfc fethWri- sta*d» te^ > 

Work^WfUre, 

Upright ami secure, • 
And your building be sure will be strong, 'ttoy& 

•/ 1 •' • . . j 

Pray make no miiftke, 

But true yotyj^tf^ti jye^ft, • - ^ 
And take care tha^wPfr* ^PftMflM'. 'r 

Work^^tJ^^d^- 

And make ypw ■ wp#^e^^ ; 
And be sure that you fill up your feeage^ , 

>To tf* memory qf VitruviufejiAagto : mrrf Iter aoMf 



>TtX)i same. 

[Tune, On, on toy dear BrCtiren.3 

*n ■ * *• !• , ,s 

1 Thb curious vulgar could never devise, 

What social free-masons so highly do prise ; . , 
No human conjecture, no study- in schools, 
Such fruitless attempts-are the actions of fools* ' ' 

' ' *- . . . • 

Sublime are. pur maxims, our' plan from above, 
Old, as the creation cemented with Jove 
To pro mote all the virtues adorning man's life, \ 
Subduing bur passions, preventing all strife. 

Pursue, nsy dear brethren, embrace with great care, 
A sys\em adapted our actons t o square ; 
Whose origin clearly appearethdi yine, * 
Observe how its precepts, to viKue 1 ncl ine. 

The secrets of nature hng^ofanpon knew, 
The names of all trees irt.tbe fiarest that grew ; 
Architecture his study> freemasons sole guide, \ 
Thus finish'cl his temple, antiquity's pride. 

V. 

True ancient free-masons our arts did conceal, 
Their hearts were sincere and not prone to reveal ; 
Here's the widow son's mern'ry, l l wt mighty great sage, 
Who skilfully handled p)umb, level, and gage. 

VI. : ■ . 

;*Boast next our grand-master of noble repute, 
No brother ^presuming his laws to dispute ; 

• No*Hscord, no faction, our lodgcehaH divide ; 
Here truth, love, and friendship, must always abide. 

VII. " fc 
Cease, cease, ye vain rebels, your country's disgrace, 
To ravage like Pantfals, ,our arts Jto deface ; 
Learn how to grow loyal, our kfng to defend, 
And Jivqike kewa&m*, ypwuyeftQ amende 

To the ancient sons of peace. 
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f tower they wanted to lead tbem.to bji», 
hope'tfieres no brother but knows what it is; 
Three principal steps in our ladder there be, 
A mysr ry to all but those that are free* 

IV. 

Let the strength of our reason keep th' square of out h< 
And virtue adorn eVty man in htf part } 
The name of a Cowan We'll not ridicele, 
But pity his folly and count him a fool. 

Let's lead a good life whilst power we hare, 
And when that our bodies are laid in the grave, 
We hope with good conscience to heav'n to olitafe, 
• And give Ptter the pass-word, the token and tiga./ ■ 



To a place thafs prepaid for all those free fen* sift % 
To that heav'nly lodge which n tyl'd most secure,' 
A place thatj? prepaid for all masons thafs pure. * 

To all pure and upright masons. 



{Time, What tho' they call n*e country la**) 




X?CIL SONG. 



I. 



What tho' thev call us mason-fool?, 
We prove, by g'omelry, our rules 
Surpass the arts they teach in schooIf> 
They charge us falsely then : 



% our behaviour e»ety whet*, 
Tfat when yog yeet witfc mama ihm» 
You meet wift gentlemen. 

-isO.' . JI. \ - , - \ 

Tit true we onoe have charged been. 
With disobedience toduFqueen,* 
Butatoer mom«** phin tavern. 

The fecrets she had sought: 
We h atqhn o plots against the state, 
Nor 'gainst great men in poVr prate, * 
But a« thafs nobie, good, an4 great, 

Is daily by iistadght. 

^ m. 

These noble structures which we tee, 
Rais'd by our fariVd society, 
Surprise the w,orld ; then shall not we, 

Give praise to masonry : ; 
Xet those who despise the art, : 
live in a cave or somedesart, 
To herd with bea* Immmtt apaffc, \ 

For their stttf&TttT. . 

But view those*savage Simons, where 
Free-masonry did ne'er appear, 
What strange unpolish'd brutes they ape ; 
Then think on masonry* 

* Queen Elizabeth hearing the masons had certain secrete 
that could not be revealed to her, for that she could not be 

Snd master, and being jealous of all secret assemblies, Sec* 
sent an armed force to break up their annual grand lodge 
at York, on St. Joha't day, the 37th of December, 1561. 
Sir Thomas Sackville, then grand master, instead. of being 
dismayed at such an unexpected visit, gallantly told the offi- 
cers, that nothing could give him greater pleasure than seeing 
them in the grand lodge, as it would give him an opportunity 
of convincing them, that free masonry was the most useful 
system that ever was founded on divine and moral laws, &c. 
The consequence of Jws arguments were that he made the 
chief men free-masons, wto, on thejt return, made an ho- 
nourable report to the queen, so that she never more attempt- 
ed to dislodge or disturb them*; but esteemed tlnem as a pecu- 
liar sort of men, that cultivated- peace and friendship, arts and 
sciences* without mgddfag in tin*, affair* of church of Mate. 



It makes us co m M — *m*)*for, l 

Gen'rous, hospitable*! *ric> gay Ji^ t . ju >uv v Jf 

What otto 'Mitto)itoc«^«if^ ' ^ i 

Then a health to outfits ^ f 

Property to the most ancient^ hnd most honourable, J^jl ap i 

Glorious ^raft, which fires the mk&, T v /-. 
With sweet baVtuony and love ; tt / . j i , ft 
Surely thou wert first design'd,, ".' . •> tl 
A fore-taste of the joys above.' * 

Pleasures always on thee wait,- , - 

Thou refo#nest Adam's race; 
Strength 1 and1>eauty. in tjiee meet* f \ ; >" 
Wisdom's radiant jri thy face, i , • , j j 

Arts and virtues ikjw combine-, *' ; 
Friendship raises chearful-tialftfc}^ 1 ' 
AH united to refine, 

Man forn^ grogsej^pafrof earths j. . > • 

" . iv. • • , \ 

Stately temples now arise, t ' + 

And on lofty columns stand ; 

Mighty domes attempt the skies;' 

To addrn this happy land. ' * 

To the secret t andsiknt, &c. 



. XXIV. SONG, J ^ 

I. " \ ' ' 

* Let malicious people censure, > * 
They're ?not worth a mason's answer; 

White we drink and sing, - - . > 

Whh no conscience sting ; 
Let thefr evil genius plague 'era; 
And for Mollies, devil take 'em ; - , . . 

* We'll be free arkkmenry, h/o ■ n •♦km/ >n 
Drink port atkHherry.; 7 ' *:n>f> ; b < : !> » 

Till the stars at midnight shine, » ' * , - 1„ j (> 3 Jfis 
■*<~. Aad<wr*eyet vtth.&Hta combiiifr$ fc jaodj> t .WM 



Thus we wUf repWswsh 
Nature, whilst the glasses* < 
With the bottle pass^f; . : 1 
Brother mason free- . v * 

Here's to tfciee, tocher; 
AiioV|*itrutothej^rourid, 1 
While aivjr.doejrt^^inasom f^^e^Wd. 

To oft mown* toAo xvalk 4Jtf Jwc, .St& 



i. V , , 

Come, come, my brethren dear, 
Now we're assembUaHsere, 
Exalt y our vom 



Here's nonejd^beisAMafl 
Were he a lord, a auke-or king, 
He's counted but an ejripty JtMn&. 
Except he's ' T 



Letev'ry rnanJsQMfc|g**jfc»$iadd£ i 
Drink bumpere to. winaster ^tsayttV 
▲s long as &£»lfct©nrtatKk ut i . 
With dttencj, 

. -it ♦ r . 

.By our arts w«5p*»*ey <L ~s\ i » 
Emblems «f tnitlrjmd|l»f^ • l 
Types given from; above, 
To those^tascfiroe ; 
There's ne'er a kw*tatiitts* tiras*, 
Will ever be ashamed to^wn, 
Those secrets to the wfirlQ unj»nw|v 

C$o. Lei evVy man, &q< 

" ■ . Jit ' 

Now, larffes^'to Vo»r ar^ , . V, 
To gain us menof parts, 
Who best can charm j*ur hearts, 
Because we're free ; 
Take us, try us, awi you/IHsnd, 



We're true, lovinftr$-W^*W* : < ' * ~ 
And taught to please a lady's mind, 

By masonry.?*^ •> . ^ , . ^ 
Cho. Let ev'ry man, 3rc. 1 ^ ^ ^ 

God We« king Gefj^ lo^wy J^r^ M: A 
To curWMW*^^^ ; ^ r#T 

And with Jus conqufnng sword maintain. 

To thektntfs good batik; 

The nations xvcaith; 

The Prince G&#m> ;r/X 

ThcJUet success ; 

The lodge no less. •> , 

Tune*\ ~&kri^\m**!>n - / mff 

Coinefbl^foiU me' 5/ ' /jH 

Ye jovial masons free;* ^ ' ' * 

Come follow all thenatap 

That e'er waJitaiigbiiMdtodftflcm vr/s HI 
By SoloTnonJ^u^mamt]^^,^ usqrrud 
Who honours to tntf craft did onagri & yiol t A 

He's justly call'd the attse, 
His fame doth reach Uwdfrif « Jre -wc v 7 
He stood upon tteoft^Mosp en* >o«ms*t' > 
And did the temple iwfKjfnoit nv'i.j •» . » * 
With true level, plumb, aftdrghg* . ) o'r 
He prov'd^thE jifrndoi ofrthe wydi r " *' n*. 

Stood firmly to their worasj 

They had it in esteem;^ ,ni^ *(*: Vj K L .0%.') 

For which they're justly deem'd ; 

The royal art and wrd* - -n'w i> »u • 1 a 

Is kept upon dwird j*oc txi* <w xtf * ->* ^ 



In upright hearts anilfcire. 

Whiiet*ikM»)te'«n^; < wv : n tSldd 
Not writtw hot rndtotedtoty *r-*- ,i n'.»7/ 
The l^MBt crfff l ygchwm aaaa^. '< ^ * *■>•'» « «*qmo-i 

The scripture plainly &ews, 

From » fa fco* hfcfchowtedM ftttftt r « " 
His genius was^Jt*fdiir4£*fyj '*>o ^wi ° * 
His peer hi* has twt lift behind " if^i*' 

Then let not any one, ^ , , 4 , a A - 
Forget the widow s son.; 
But toast his memory,' 

In glasses charge tftll higtfj ' * Vr-i •» 
And when ou*« proper time iicol^^J n fl > l ! 7 
Jtf*ri|»etl!rwj*r^ 



With plumb, Jev*l, and*qudr*,*e work let's prejxtfe, 
And join in a sweet harmony ; ' 

Left fill up each glass, and aiQund let it pass, 
To all hon&t men that are free, 
To all honest tae* that are free. ( . 

✓ Chorus. 

Then a fig for all those, who treHree mason's foes, 

Our secrets we'll never impart ; 
But in unity we'll al ways' agree, • 

And chorus it, prosper our art, prosper our art* 
And chorus ]t r prosper our art* 

II. 

When we're property' tfoatVd, the master discloses ' 

The sectmthaftlodg'd in his breast; 
Thus we stand by the cause, that de*r*es great ajtofeius& 

In which fcw are happily blest. " 1 ' * 1 
In which, &Ci r: ' ' t 

Chor. f$ea& fig fof all tho^.&c i 



The bibtfs our gmde, twlby tha*we1iai*k, 

Which shews th*«teat4fas»*rd pstt«T« 
The compass and square^tfm eiBh ksr yrs s sSt UT* > 

Ofjwticeour cause ta insure. 
Of justice, &a / ^, \ 
C*or;Tl^a%toa«tl>«V*^ * * 

To find outour^wtinjsten**; 
The inqusitivc wife, nia^fftolfeod l*r tife , 
For still well be honest and free. 
For still, &c. 
CW.Then i aiig,&c 

Troe brotherly lore, weaiwayrapjiwvev 

Which makes wall mortals excel* » v 
If a knave should bjl chance, to this grandmr a*m«i 

That villiah weW straightway expel. 
Tha**iU1i*y*» ^ ' 
CAor. Then a fig, &e. 

TT 

Our lodge thafs so put^o^thees^mtUndure 9 

In virtue and bdesecreeyf k 
Then let's toast a good health,. with honour and weahb, 

?o attendlbe blest ^*4s-rm#c (Ugftee, 
o attend, &c. 

Char. Then a fig for all those, &c. 

' m To each true findfititfyitf h#*tu 
Thai still preserves the secret art. 



XiVIII. SONG* . . 

- ' 1; 
King Solomon, *hat wise pr oje cto r/ ( " 
In masonry took great delight ; 
And, Hiram, that great ancbiteetoV 
Whose actions shall shine ever bright* 
rFronithe heart of a true honest masons' 
' Thefts none can the secret remove; ; 
Our maxims are iustice, morality, 
Friendship, and brotherly love. 
Then who would not be a free-mason; 

So happy and jovial are we; 
To kin firs, duke*, and lords. vl(* are 



ii. 

We meet like true friends on the square, 
And part on a level that's fair ; 
Alike we respect king and beggar, 
Provided they're just and sincere : 
We scorn an* ungenerous action, 
None can with tree- masons oompare ; 
We love for to live within compass, 
By rules that are honest and fair. 
Then,&c 

III. 

Success to accepted masons, 
There's hone can their honour pull dowm ; 
For e'er since the glorious creation, 
These brave men were held in renown : 
When Adam was king of all nations, 
He form'd a plan with all speed, 
And soon made a sweet habitation. 
For him and his companion Eve. 
Then, &c 

IV. 

We exclude all talkative fellows, 
That babble and prate past their wit; 
They ne'er shall come into our secret, 
For they're neither worthy nor fit : 
But the persons that's well recommended, 
And we find them honest and true ; 
When our lodge is well tyl'd we'll prepare 'eati 
like masons our work we'll pursue. 
Then, &c. 

V. 

There's some fool ish people reject us, 
F^r which they're highly to blame ; 
They cannot shew any objection, 
Or reason for doing the same : 
The art's a divine inspiration, 
As alt honest men will declare; 
So here's to all true-hearted brothers, 
That live within compass and square. 
Then, &c. 

VI. 

Like an a*ch well cemented together, 
So firmly cemented we stand ; 
And lovingly drink to each other, 
With plumb, line and level in hand : 
Till the world is consumed by fire, 



Therms none shall com into our secrets, 
Nor we from fre«*raa*©nry fall. 
Then, to. 

To all those who live within compass and square 

Note. The last verse and chasm were composed by ano- 
ther hand. 



XXIX. SONG, 

By brother ft-w P , Esq. 

[Tune, By Jove Til be free.] 
h 

Op all iiwtititfioas to farm well the mind. 
And make us to every vitiLue. inclin'd ; 
None can with the craft of free-raaioas compatfb. 
N or teach us so truly our.actiopa to souase ; 
For it was ordain'd by our founder's decree, 
That we should be loyal, be loving, and free, 

fie loving, and free, to. 

' II. 
We in harmony, .friendship, and uiify meet* 

And every brother most lovingly greet ; 
And, when we see; one in distress,, still impart? 
Some comfort to cheer and .enl'weo his heart ; 
Thus we always live and for ever agree, m 
pesolvid to be loyaj> most loving, and tree* 

Most loving and free, &c 

III. 

By points of good fellowship/ we still accord, 9 \ 

Observing each brother's true sign, grip, and Word %, 
Which from our great architect was handed down* 
And ne'er will to any but masons be known ; 
Then here's to our brethren of every degree, t 
Who always are loyal, . are loving, and free, 

Are loving, and free, to. 

IV. 

Thus we interchangeably hold one another, - . 

To let mankind see now we are link'd to each brother ; 
No monarch that secret knot can untie, 
Nor can prying mortals the reason know why 5 v 
For our hearts, like our hands, united snail be; - • 

Still secret, still loyal, still loving, and free, 

Still loving and free, to. 
To all five, social masons, to. 



XXX Song, t# tha Fomveoiire Tuirtv 

By brother B d CI- — he. 

Magna, est Veritas et praevakbit 
I. 

To the science that virtue and art do maintain, 
Let the muse pay her tribute in soft gliding strain } 
Those mystic perfections so fond to display, 
As far as allowed to poetical lay ; 
Each profession and class of mankind most agree, 
That masons alone are the men who are free, 

The men who are free, lee, 

II. 

Their origin they wfth great honour can trace. 
From the sons of religion and singular grace ; 
Great Hiwm and Solomon y virtue to prove, 
Made this the grand secret of friendship and love ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree, 
That masons, of aU men, are certainly free, 

Are certainty free, Jcc 

in. 

The smart and the beau, the coquette and the prode* 
The dull and the comic, the heavy and rude ; 
In vain may enquire, then fret and despise 
An art that's still secret 'gainst all they devise ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree, 
That masons, the' secret, are loyal and free, 

Are loyal and free, &c 

IV. 

Commit it to thousands of different mind, 
And this golden precept you'll certainly find ; 
Nor interest nor terror can make them reveal. 
Without just admittance, what they should conceal ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree, 
That masons alone are both secret and free, 

Both secret and free, && . 

V. 

Fair virtue and friendship, religion and love. 
The motive of this noble science still prove ; 
Tis the lock and key of the most godly rules, 
And not to be trusted to knaves or to fools ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree, 
That ancient free-masons are steady and free, 

Are steady and free, &c, 



VI 

Th* Isrlkes distinguish^ their friends from their foe*, 
By signs and characters ; then say why should those 
Of vice and t unbelief be permitted to pry, 
Into secrets that masons alone should descry ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree, 
That masons, of all men, are secret and free, 

Are secret and free, &c. 

VII. 

The dunce he imagines, that science and art 
Depend on some compact or magical part ; 
Thus men are so stupid, to think that the cause 
Of our constitution's against divine laws ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree, 
That masons are jovial, religious, and free, 

Religious, and free, &c. 

VIH. 

Push about the brisk bowl, let it circling pass ; 
Let each chosen brother lay hold on his glass, 
And drink to the heart that will always conceal, 
And the tongue that our secrets will never reveal f 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree, 
That the sons of old Hiram are certainly free, 

Are certainly free, &c. 

To the innocent and faithful craft, &c. 

XXXI. SONG. 

By brother J C « ." ■« 

[Tune, Rule Britannia.] 
I. 

When earth's foundation first was laid 

By the Almighty artist's hand ; 
It was then our perfect, our perfect laws were inadej 

Established by his strict command. 
Haif ! mysterious hail ! glorious masonry, 

That makes us ever great and free. 

IL 

As man throughout for shelter sought, 
In vain from place to place did roam ; 
Until from heaven, from heaven he was taught, 
To plan, to build , and fix his home. 
• Hail ! mysterious, &c, " ' ✓ 



Mt 

HI. 

Hence illustrious me oar art, 

And now in beauteous piles appear ; 

Wfaiqh shall to endless, to endless time impart, 
How worthy and how great we tie. 

Hail ! mysterious, &c. 

IV. 

Nor we less fam'd for ev'ry tie, 

By which the human thought is bound ; 

Love, truth, and friendship, and friendship socially, 
Doth join our hearts and Hands around. 

Hail ! mysterious, &c. 

V. 

Our actjons still by virtue blest, 

And to our precepts ever true ; 
The world admiring, admiring shall request 

To learn, and our bright paths pursue. 
Hail I mysterious, &c. 

To all true masons and upright, 
Who saw the East xvhere rose the light. 

XXXII. SONG. 
I. 

Come, boys, let us more liquor get, 
Since jovially we are all met, 
Since jovially, &c. 

Here none will disagree ; 
Let's drink and sing, and all combine, 
In songs to praise that art divine. 
In songs, &c. 

That's call'd free-masonry* 
IL 

True knowledge seated in the head. 
Doth teach us masons how to tread, 
Doth teach, &c 

The paths weoughit to go; 
By which we ever friends create, 
Drown care and strife, and all debate, 
Drown care, &c. 

Count none but fools our foe. 

III. 

Here sorrow knows not how to weep* 
And watchful grief is lull'd asleep, 
And watchful, ice. 
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In our lodge we know no care ; 
Join hand in hand before we part, 
Each brother take his glass with heart* 
Each brother, &c. 

And toast some charming fair. 

IV. 

Hear me, ye gods, and while I live, 
Good masons and good liquor give* 
Good masons, &c. 

Then always happy me ; 
Likewise a gentle she 1 crave, 
Until I'm summoned to my grave* 
But whenPm, &c. 

Adieu my lodge and she. 

To each charming fair and faithful tkd, 
That bve$ the craft of Masonry. 



XXXIII. SONG. 

i: 

Guardian genius of oar art divine, 

Unto thy faithfu} sons appear ; 
Cease now o'er ruins of the East to pine, 

And smile in blooming beauties here. 

II. , 

JEgypt, Syria, and proud Babylon, 

No more thy blissful presence claim ; 
In England fix thy ever-during throne, 
Where myriads do confess thy name. 

The sciences from eastern regions brought, 
Which, after shewn in Greece and Rome. 

Are here in several stately lodges taught ; 
To which remotest brethren come. 

IV. 

Behold what strength our rising domes uprears. 
Till mixing with the azure skies ; 

Behold what beauty thro' the whole appears, 
So wisely built they must surprise. 

V. 

Nor are we only to these arts confin'd. 
For we the paths of virtue trace i • 



By us man's rugged nature is refin'd, 
And polish'd into love and peace* 

To the increase of perpetual friendship) and peace amongst 

the ancient craft f 



XXXIV, 

AN ODE ON MASONRY. 
By brother /. Banks. 

Genius of masonry descend, 
In mystic nuufbers while we sing; 
Enlarge our souls, the craft defend, 
And hither all thy. influence bring ; 
With social thoughts our bosoms fill, 
And give thy turn to every will. 

While yet Batavia's wealthy powers 
Neclect thy beauties to explore ; 
And winding Seine adom'd with towers, 
Laments thee wandering from his shore ; 
jjere spread thy wmgs and glad these isles, 
"Where arts reside and freedom smiles. 

Behold the lodge rise into view, 
The work of industry and art ; 
Tis grand, and regular, and true, 
For so is each good mason's heart ; 
Friendship cements it from the ground, 
And secrecy shall fence it round. 

A stately dome o*er-Iooks our East, 
Like orient Phoebus in the morn ; 
And two taU pillars in the West, 
At once support us and adorn ; 
Upholden thus th» structure stands, * 
Untouch'd by sacrilegious hands. 

For concord form'd our souls agree, 
Nor fatethis union shall destroy ; 
Our toils and sports alike are free, 
And all is harmony and joy ; 
So Salem's temple rose by rule, 
Without the use of noxious tool. 

As wken Amphion tun'd his song, 
Ev*n rugged rocks the music knew ; 
Smooth into form they glide along. 

An/) tn a 7Vj»Aa»c f-Ko rlocorf arrow • 



let 

So at the sound of Hiranf% voice. 
We rife, we join, and we rejoice. 

Then may our vows to virtue move, 
To virtue own*d in ail her parts; 
Come candour, innocence, and love, 
Come and possess our faithful hearts ; 
Mercy, who feeds the -hungry poor, 
And silence, guardian of the door. 

As thou Astraa % tbo' from earth, 
When men on men began to prey ; 
Thou fled'st to claim celestial birth, 
Down from Olympus wing'd thy way t 
And mindful of thy ancient seat, 
Be present still where masons meet* 

Immortal science too, be near ; 
We own thy empire o'er the mind ; 
Dress'd in thy radiant robes appear, 
With all thy beauteous train behind ; * 
Invention young and blooming there, 
Here's geometry *with rule and square. 

In Egypt's fabric learning dwelt, 
And Roman breasts could virtue hide; 
But falcon's rage the building felt, 
And Brutus last of Romans died ; 
Since when, dispersed the sisters rove, 
Or fill paternal thrones above. 

But lost to half of human race, 
* With us the virtues shall revive : x 
- And driven no more from place to p1ace> 

Here science shall be kept alive ; 

And manly taste, the child of sense. 

Shall banish vice and dulness h*nof!. 

United thus, and for these ends, 
Let scorn deride and envy rail ; 
From age to age the craft descends, 
And what we build shall never fail ; 
Nor shall the world our works survey, 
But every brother keeps the key. 

To each faithful brother, both ancient and young ; 
That governs his passion* and bridles Ids tongue* 
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XXXV. 

THE PROGRESS OF MASONRY. 
I- 

Pray lend me your ears my dear brethren awhile 
Full sober my sense tho' joking my style v 
I sing of such wonders unknown to all those, 
Who flutter in verse or who hobble in prose. 
Deny down, down, down deny down. 

IF. 

As aH in confusion the chaos yet lay, 
EVe evening and morning had made the first day ; 
The unform d materials Jay tumbling together, 
Like so many Dutchmen in thick foggy weather; * 
Deny down, &c. 

III. 

When to this confusion no end there appeaVd, 
The sovereign mason's word sudden was heard ; 
Then teem'd mother Chaos with maternal throes, 
By which this great lodge of the world then arose. 
Deny down, &c. 

IV. 

Then earth and the heavens with jubilee rung, 
And all the creation of masonry sung ; 
When lo ! to com pleat and adorn the gay ball, 
Old Adam, was made the grand master of all. 

. V. 

But Satan met Eve, when she- was gadding, 
And set her (as since, all her daughters) a madding; 
To fi nd out t he secrets of free-masonry, 
She eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree, 
Deny .down, &c. 

XL 

Then as she was filled with high-flowing- fancief, 
A* e'er was fond girl who deals in romances ; 
She thought her with knowledge sufficiently cramm 
And said to her spouse, my dear, eat and be d — d* 
Deny down, &c. 

VII. 

But Adam astonisb'd like one struck with thunder, 
B*helilher from head to foot over with wonder ; 
Now you have done this thing, madam, said he, 
For your sake no women freemasons s/tall b*. 
. Deny down, &c. 



VIIL 

Now at shebewail'd her in sorrowful ditty, 
The good man beheld her, and on her took pity; 
Free-masons are tender, so for the sad dame, 
He made her an apron to covar her shame 
Derry down, &c. 

IX. 

Then did they solace in mutual joys, 
Till in process of time they had two chopping boys; 
The priests of the parish, as gossips devira, 
By names Cain and Abel the youths eircumcis'sk 
Deny down, &c 

X. 

Old father Setk next mounts on the stage, 
In manners severe, but in masonry sage ; 
v He built up two pillars that were tall and thick. 
One was nvtdeoittone, the other of brick. 
Derry down, &c 

XI. 

On them he tngvaVd with wonderful skill, 
Each lib'ral science with adamant mull ; 
Proportion and rule he form'd by the square, 
And directed the use of ail masonry there. 
Derry down,&e 

XII. 

But soon did mankind behave past enduring, 
In drusking, in swearing, in righting and whoring ; 
Then Jove arose, and nerce in his anger, 
$aid, that he would suffer imscremU no longer* 
Derry down, &c. 

Xlfl. . * 

Their from their high windows the heavens did pour. 
Forty days and niehtsone continual shower ; 
Till nought could be seen but the waters around. 
And in this great deluge most mortals were drown'd. 
Derry down, &c 

XIV. 

Sure ne'er was beheld so dreadful a sight, 
As the old world in such a very odd plight ; 
For there were to be seen all animals swimming, 
Men, monkeys, priests, lawyers, cats, lap-dogs, an4 
women. 
Derry down, &c 



ut 

XV. 

There floated a debtor away from hi* duns, 
And next father ftrey-beard stark naked 'midst nuns ; 
Likewise a poor husband not minding his life, 
Contented in drowning to shake off his wife. 
Deny down,&c. 

XVI. 

A'lting and a cobler next mingled to view. 
And spendthrift young heirs there were not . a few 5 
A whale and a Dutchman came down with the tide, 
And a reverend old bishop by a young, wench's side. 
Deny down, &c. 

XVII. 

But Noah being wisest, faithful, and upright, 
He built him an ark so stout and so tight ; 
Tho' heaven and earth seem'd to come together, 
He was safe in his lodge and fear'd not the weather. 
Deny down, &c. 

XVIII. 

Then after the flood, like a brother so true, 
Who still had the good of the craft in his view, 
He delved the ground and he planted the vine, 
He fornVd a lodge^aye, and gave his lodge win* 
- Deny down, Stc. 

XIX. 

^Jft statesmen toss, tumble, and jumble tile ban ; 
' We sit safe in our lodge, and we laugh at them all ; 
Let bishops wear lawn sleeves, and kingB have their 

ointment, 

Free-masonry sure is by heaven's appointment 
Deify down, &c* 

XX. 

Now charge, my dear brethren, and chorus with me, 

A health to all masons both honest and. free ; 
Nor less be our duty unto our good king, 
So God bless great George let each brother sing. 
Derry down, &e. 

Te the King md the crqft (a* the master *ng.) 



xxxyi. SONG. 

s By brother Lou. DerrnotL 

; [Tunc, Mutual Love] 

- I. 
As Maseru once on Shiner's plain, 
Met to revive their arts again, 

Did mutually agree, 

Did mutually, &c. . 
So now we meet in Britain's Isle, 
And make the royal craft to smile^ 

In ancient masonry, 

In ancient, Sec 

11 

The masons in this happy land, 
Have reviv'd the ancient grand, 

And the strong Tuscan laid, 

And the, &c. 
Each faithful brother, by a sign, 
JUke Salem's sons each other join, ^ 

And soon each order made, 

And soon, &c. 

III. 

Thrice happy, blest fraternity, • 
"Whose basis is sweet unity, 

And makes us all agree, 

And makes, &c. 
Kings, dukes, and lords to us are kind, 
As we to beggafs, when we find 

Them skilPd in masonry, 

Them sknTd, Sec. 

• ' IV. 

How happy are the ancient brare, 
T Whom no Cowan can deceive, 
♦ And may they scf remain, 

And may, &c. 
No modern craftsman e'er did know, 
What signs our masters to us shew, • 

Tho' long thev strove in vain, 
, Tho' long, Sec. 

' v.. , 

The horn'd Buck and Gallican,* 
As the monkey imitates the man, 

* Here is meant a certain club who call themselves Anti 
gallic Masons, and not the- laudable association of Anti galli. 
cans, whom I esteem a» an honourable and useful Society, and 



Their cl(taifetodiftt**ifer " 

Their dabs, &o. , . , 
While ancient masons know full well. 
No fooblike t*hose amongst them dwell, 

No, no, nor nevershall, 

No, no, norne*er^sl|ail/ v 

My brethicwtifce $min iiana\ 

And toast our noble master grand, j 

And in full chorus sing, 

And in, tec. 
A health to ancient mason* free* 
Throughout the globe where'er they be, 

And so God save the King, 

And so God save the King. 

!• all ancient Masoni, whefitMettr dispersed or , oppressed, 
rowtd thtghbe, &c. 

% foregoing, famcL v 
. [Tune, Greedy Midasv} 

I. 1 
With harmony an** flowing wine, 
My brethren aft *come with me join. 
To celebrate this -happy day, 

And to our master homage pay. 

II, • * 
Hail ! happy, happy, sacred place* 
Where friendship smiles in ev*ry face % 
And royai art doth fill the chair, 
Adorned with his noble square* ■ < 

II!. 

Next sing my mme, dur wardens pAfee, 
With chorus loud in tuneful lavs ; 
Oh! may these cokjmtt* m;% decay, } 
Until the world dissohr& away. 

'■]'■:', 

My brethren al) couk join ^th ne* . v 
To sing the praise ofrnasonrv; 
The noble, faithful, and the brave, 
Whose arts shall live beyond the gray*, . * 

Let envy hide her shameful lace. 
Before us anneal son&of neace: 



Whose golden preempts 4111 mrurto, 
Free from envy, prkfe, or Main. 

To Salem's Sons, &c. 



XXXVIH, SONO. 
By the foregoing h&A V 
[Tune, Ye mottols that love drtnkfo jf.J * 4 

Yb ancient sons of Tyre, K ' A 

In chorus join with me : 

AneT imitate your sire, 

Who was fam'd for masonry : j 

His ancient dictates follow, 

And from them never, part v . y 

Let each.&ing Uke Apollo*. 

And praise the royal ark 

Like ^emV second story, 
We raise the craft again ; 
Which stStt retains its glory, ' 
The secret hare remain : 
Amongst true'ancient masons, 
Who always did disdain 
These new invented fashions ; 
■ Which' we know are vain* 

ill. . v 

Our temple now rebuilding, 
You see grand columns* rise ; 
The map they resembling, 
They «re both good and wise; 
Each seems as»n>iri ' as Atlas, 
Who on his shoulders bore, • 1 
The starry frame ot' heaven ; 
Wha fca p fr al f ca n -do more/ ■ - 

Come oyw, my Jqvnag brethren* 
In chofus join all kh^^ ^ i, t \ 
With flowing wine.fijH bumpers, 
Let masons healths* be crown'd : r . , # 
And ie*«fch%«viobk'<JWa« V* 
By our goodiactions tee 4 ;" ' ' . ' : r f *' r 
That we 4cte rhade frc* ai^jovriHr, ' ' ' ' % 
By a*H6E masottfy — • 

*^ Grand Officers. 

To til* mrm/tnt of P. H. L. Vinrf JL A- 



XXXDL SONG. 
JTune, Th* J^n^i titntict.i ) 
I. 

From the depths tat us raise* 

Our voices, and pram. 
The works of the glorious creation ; 

And extol the great fame, 

Of our maker's great name* 
And bis love to an accepted mason. 

IL 

• In primitive times* 

When men by high crimes, 
Hadxawed a great devastation ; 

When the floods did abound, 

And all mankind were drown'd,, 
Save the free and the accepted masons. 

lib 

There were architects four*- 

Where billows did roar, 
Were saved from that treat munctatum J : 

Who's father on high, 

Taught Geometry, 
That honoured science of a mason* 

VI* 

In an ark that was good, % 

Made of good Gopher wood, 
A nd was bull t by divine ordination*; ; 

And the first in his time, 

That planted a viae, ■ 
Was a free and an accepted mason. ' 

V. 

Then Nimrod the great 

Did next undertake 
To build him to heav'n a station ; 

But tongues of all kind, 

Prevented his mind, 
For he was no excellent-mason. 

: V4. 

When Pharaoh the king 

Of Egypt, did bring 
To bondage our whole generation ; 

That king got a fall, 

And his magicians all, 
By a princely and learned wise mason* 



V1L/ 

Tl^UuVtl***** 

Heatfn guidefl thdf Wat) 
•y two pillars of divineiorchnalfo*; 

And Jftcrtffc great train, 

Were lost in the mm. 
For j>ursuing aa assay «fj 



Y1U. 

When jimtUclf* king 

Great (bites did bring, 
likewise the great MiduiniU nation ; 

Those kings got a fall, 

And their great armies aH, 
And their wealth fell a spoil to those 

IX. 

On a hill they did rear 

4l pavmlon fair, 
The beauty of all the creation; 

Xach part in kf wiuare, 

Which none could <ptepar*, 
Save a frneaad accented mason. 

v. X - 

They to Jordan aid go, 

And met their proud foe, 
And fought the great Caaamtc nation; 

Whose gigantic strain 

Could never sustain 
Tht force qf -an amty*f masons. 

Was known to 1>e free, 
Bbilt a holy grand lodge in his nation ; 

Eaeb beautiful part 

Was doe to the art 
Of Hiram, thereat learned mason* ■ 

XII* 

let each mason free, 

Toast his memory, 
ton hands without dissimulation ; 

Let Cowans thinkon, 

We know they are wtvngi 
Drink a heaMk fit «m accepted 

XIII. 
But if any so mean, 
Thro' avarice or stain. 



tf$ 

Should dd>ait hfa»clf4n t&ii higlHteton 

That person so ttcttfj- 
, -Eon ttcb cwssed gait* 
Shovkl^e statu byte hand of ft nmom, * 

To off <rttf and faithful Masons. 



XL. SONG* 

L .. 

Ti* masonry unites mankind, 
To gen*rous actions forms the Soul ; *" fc * " 
In friendly converse all conjoin'd. 
One spirit animate the whole. ' \ 
II. 

Where e'er aspiring domes arise, - 
Where e'er sacred altars stand ; 
Those altars blaze- unto the skies* 
Tfaose domes proclaim the mason's haoaV 
III. 

As passions rough the*souT disguise, 
Till science cultivates the mioa; 
So the rude stone, uushapen liee*,^ , ^ „ 
Till by the mason's art refhVd. 

IV.. 

Tho' still our chief concern and care, 
Be to deserve a brother's name ; . ■ f 
Yet ever mindful of tjie fair, 
Their kindest influence we claim. 

V, 

I>t wretches at our manhood raH^ 
But they who once our ohfcr proved 
Will own that we who build so well, 
With equal energy can love. ' ?. *- 

VI; 

Sing brethren theMhe craft divine, 
(Ba3t band of social joy and mirth ;) 
With choral sound and cheerful wine, 
Proclaim its virtues o'er the earth. 

xlt. song: ; 

By Brother John S. G. W. 

x-;; " - * 

See in the East the master, plac'd. 
How graceful unto us the sigfit \ 



Stt 

His vAfdeflMMt lie do&is*lHMsY i tr< ' 
Hit m>ble orders to *et«sjsrti * . ! 
Wherever he list, his d*imt±*miMmwwmh > 
To see Ibe krtgs ssetttyfcban* tog*.. , 

ii; 

like 7yrc*j sons we then pursue 

The noble science we profess, 

Each mason to hi* calling tcue 

Down to fhe lowest from the best. 
Squire, plum, and level we do all maintain, 
Emblems of justice are and shall remain. 

nr. 

King Solomon, ihe great mason, t * 

Honour unto the craft 1 did raise; 

The Tyrtan <princ*"*nd wttrote son, 

Let erry brother jointly praise t 
Drink to the memory of all the ^tree^ 
And to* theii Mints in cfi t^d full ttgh. 

XUL SONG. 
By toother John Caritcright of Cktadtc in lancqshirc, 
JTune. Smile Britannia.] 

I. <■ 
Attend, attendee strains ' J 
Ye masons free, whilst I J C % 
To celebrate ytwr fame, - - 
Your virtues sound op high; 
Accepted masons, free an^bek), • 
VIM never lhretlje dupes, to gold* ' • j 

IL 

Great Solomon thekrof, . ' 

Great architect of fame; 

Of whom all coasts did.xi*^ 

llever'd a mason's name i L \ 

tike him, accepted, free, and bold, 
True wisdom we prefer to gold, ; 

Since him the great and wise 

Of every age and crime, 

With feme that never die^ 

Pursued the art sublime; 
Inspir'd by <hcav'n> jasTartd frt«e, 1 
IJate hoiwur'd much cur mtsteav. 

iv." : 

The gjQridus paths of thc^e, , . 

V*4k lielv^bom wkfym crownM ;, s 



^Pr*e every dayf4Kss)aiV£ 
And tread on sacrttf groufttf 

MMMy - UglNIII) jWl HIVU wQCt 

Or the not worthy «a»aniy> 



XJUII. SONG. 
By the foregoing Hand. 
[Tune. The Bonny Broom.) 
I. 

To masonry ymnr voices raises 

Ye brethren of the craft ; 
To that, lifd our great master's praise} 

Let bumpers now be quaff d : 
True friendship, love and concord joteM, 

Possess a mason's heart ; 
Those virtues beautify the mindV 

Aud Still adorn the art. 

Chords. 
Hail all hail, my brethren deaf, 

Ail hail to ye al way; 
Regard the art, while ye have life* 

Revere it every thy. ' 

II. 

Whilst thus in unity we join. 

Our hearts still good and trufi* 
Inspired by the grace divine, 

And no base ends in view : 
We friendly meet,, ourselves emploj r 
. To ioapcove the fruitful mind ; 
\ rx With blessings which can never oloy r 
* ' But dignify flunking. 
Chor. HaiU&kan, *c. 

m. 

No flinty hearts amongst us are. 

We're generous and kiud ; r 
The needy man ow fortune share*. 

If him we worthy fun}: 
Ourdsartfy rmrrfia* foVflfc 

To each worthy «tp<ct w* 
Diffuse, as bthftgistt bebtsV 

To every man that'+fraa* 
CSor. HaU,aU lMtV*c. 

t* 

thus Mest'd and blessing wefl s»etaHi» 



m 

For kwig as vital spi|iMWw;/ «, 

A mason firjfMimnd, 
Then join your4»«art»«»4*gii0ww«iritfc ttiaM 

One glorious art *• pram ; . , 
Discreetly take the generous wine, 
Let reason rule your ways. 
€kar. Hail, all haj), 



; XLiV. 

An Ode by thj& same hand. 

RECITATIVE. : *• 

Bless'd be the day that gave to «*© ' \\ 

The secrets of rree-maeoury i 

In that alone m'ambiiiou's plac'd, 

In that alone let me be grac'd ; 

No greater titles let me bear, 

Than what s pertajwag to the square;, 

Tho envious, mortaJs vaialy try, , ' *;<f* 
On us to cas\ absurdity, . , 

We laugh at all their spleen ; , 
The leveled man, the upright Jieart, , 
\ Shall stili adorn our glorious art, 
Nor mind their vile chagrin : 
The ermin'd r. be, the rev'rend crozier too; 
Have provto-us noble, honest, just, and truey 

Gkorv*. 

In Vain then let prejudiced mortals declare • 
Their hate of us masons, we^re tfujry smcerej 
v If for thSt they despise iwj their fofty IrVey^rore, 
For a mason's grand majditffelw^lherr^ love ; 
But yet, after all, if they^iri^hought wis*,- 
Let them enter the lof%e, and we'll open their ey< 

XLV. SONp. , ] . • : - 

flow bWd a ieftfciom 4 j i *imn< MTf»d^ *» .» * 

And the base notiorW &* m i tfmh v 1 <*T 
Here every virtuotR>«r«4fttfcfctf ■ •> » ^HQ 
Instructs and fortieth* iwtod j " , , * f 
Hail ! antient, hallo v/d, sola^^^V'* 11 ac.'O 
Where light and masonry found. 

+ m t m Oam wnUi ins ^hQT 



twr 

ji. 

Farto tbogUKWiyrtwrdci of night, 
LikeowkthtthaUthe mkWay^r, 
And sink with envy from its light ; 
With them o'er graves and ruins rot, 
For hatfttgrtootttetjge you know-tie*, 

IIL 

When reassemble on a HHI, 
Or in due form upon the plain,; 
Our master doth with, learned skill 
the secret plan and work explain : 
No busy eye, nor Cowan's ear, 
Caaour grand mystery see or bear. 

rv. 

Our taWt decVd with shining truth. 
Sweet emblems that elate the heart ; 
While each attentive IfetVing youth 
Burns to perform his worthy part. 
Resolving with religious care, 
To live by compass, rule, and square. 

V. - 

Our master watching in the East 
The golden streaks of rising sun ; 
To see his men at labour plac'd< 
Who aU like wiUjng ctafts doih tUh : 
Oh ! may hi* wisdom eve? be 
Honour ioui and masonry. 

B«uttv tfnmU with watch frf eye, 
Who«e cheerful voise out spirit* renew 
And each Ms labour doth lay by ; 
Hispid ^f.^m^omc e , tl U 
Inspires eacu cratt in mason 3 smh. 

VII. 

See in the West our oblong fertgth, 
The .brave Cwinifdan pillar stands 
The lodge'* fttend and greatest strength 
Rewarding crafts with4!beral hands; 
Sure this our lodge must lasting be, 
Supported by these columns three. 

VIII. 

As bees from flowers honey brings, 
Sweet treasure to their master's star* i 



So masons do all sacred things, 
And wonders from the distant shote*; . 
To enrich the lodge with wisdom's light, 
Whercbabblipg folly's lost in night. • 

IX. ' - 

Each Jbman chief did proudly view 
Their temples rising to the sky, 
A ad at they nations did subdue, 
They rais'd triumphal arches high ;. ' 
Which gptus masons such a name, 
As vies with mighty Guar's fame. 

f 

♦ The kings who rais*d Diantfs columns. 
With royal art, by sjtftful hands ; 
As priests recorded in their Volumes, 
And poets sung to distant lands : 
Th'adoring world that did themJee* . 
Forgot the enshrined deity*. 

XI. 

Such is our boast, my brethren dear, 
Fellows to Jkincgs and princes too, 
The master's gift — was proud to wear, , 
As now the great and noble do/ 
s The great, the noble, and the sage* 
Masons fever/d from age to age, 

CHORUS. 

Then toeach brother in distress. 
Throughout the nation*, mparts, or climes. 
Charge ^bretUreai, to his quick redress, 
As masons- did in ancient times ; 
From want and hardships set them frefe • 
Bless'd with health and masonry. 

Nor once forget the. lovely fair, 
Divinely n*ade of Adam's boo?; 
Whose ueav'nly looks can baniajweare, 
And.ease the sighing lover's moan ; 
To them whose soft enjoy inent brings 
Us heroes, architects and kings.,. 

* The Temple of Diana, ttEphesn*. 



m 

XMNL SONG. 

brother 

L 

^Come fill up a*bumper, and let it go round, 
' Let mirth and good fellowship always abound ; 
And let the world see, 
That free-masonry, 
Doth teach honest hearts to be jovial and free. 

If. 

Our lodge, nowedmposM of honest free hearts, 
Our master most freely his secrets imparts ; 

And so we improve, 

In knowledge and love, 
By help from our mighty grand master above. 

III. 

Let honour and friendship eternaUy reign, 
Let each brother mason tke truth so maintain ; 

That all may agree, 

That free-masonry, 
Doth teach honest hearts to be honest and free. 

' IV. 

In mirth and good fellowship we will agree, 
lor none are rfloTe btetor more happy than we ; 
And thus we'll endure. 
While our actions are. pure, 
Kind heaven those blessings to us doth insure. 



XLVIL 

Wake the tote and o^tv«ftag«tririg£ - i 
Mystjc truths Uiwua brings; ' » fT 
Friendly visitant to.tbee, . 1 ' 

We owe the depths of masonry: 
Fairest of the virgin choir, , , 
Warbling to the golden lyre ; . } 

Hail, divine Urania, hail. " ( 

H; .. h- . 

Here in friendship's sacred bower, 

Thy downy wing d aha smiling hour;, s 

Mirth h^t^,;^tfs^t^ng,, 

N ameless mysteries among?: ~ 

Crown the boifl and fili fhe Mass, 

Toev'l^fc;^^^ ' 



m 

to the btoth&m& mmfr : 

Health, and let it thrice go rami* 
IIL 

We restore the threes of old, 
The blooming glorious age of gold; 
As the new creation free, 
Blest with gay Euphrosyne : 
We with godlike science talk> 
Awl rtwrkir Astrea walk ; 
Innocence adorns the* day, 
Brigbferlhaa it* smites ofM^y 

IV. 

Pour the rosy wine again, 
Wake a louder, louder strain ; 
Rapid *ephyrs, as Je fly, 
Waft our voices to tljesty ; 
While w celebrate the nine* 
And the wonders of the trjntw 
While the angels sing above, , 
As we below, of peace and love 



XLVIHv »SOKQ. 
By brother — ^ 
I. 

Hail, sacrodart,bylieaVnde^*ftM' 
Agracioas blessing for aM fnankmd ♦ 
Peace, ioy, and love, thou dost bestow, 
On us thy votaries below. 

It.* 

Bright wisdom's &ot£eps Here we trace, 
From Sahm&n, that prince of peace ; 
Whose glorious maxims we still hold, 
More precious than rich Ophites gold. 

IIL 

His heavenly proverbs to us tell, 
How we on earth should ever dwell ; , 
In harmony and social love, 
To emulate the blest above. 

Now^vlhg wls^orjjor our guide-'; 
By its^weet pr^p^eni abSle^ . r 

No V wSth^^,with mSS^^Wf^f , 



" v. 

Vain, empty grandeur shall not find 
Its dwelling in a mason's mind ; 
A mason who is true and wise, 
Its glittering pomp always despise. 

Humility, love, joy and peace, 
Within his mind shall fill their place ; 
Virtue and wisdom thus combin'd, 
Shall decorate the mason's mind, 

XLIX. SONG. 
Tunc — God save the King. 
I. 

Hail ! Masonry divine, 
Glory of ages shine, 

Long may*st thou hold ; ' 
Where-e'er thy lodges stand, 
May they have great command, 
And always grace the land ; 

Thou art divine. 

IL 

Great fabrics still arise, 
And touch the azure skies, 

Great are thy schemes ; 
Thy noble orders are 
Matchless beyond compare, 
No art with thee can share ; 

Thou art divine. 

I1L 

Hiram, the architect, 
Did all the craft direct, 

How they should build ; 
Solomon, great IsraeVs king, 
Did mighty blessings bring, 
And left us room to sing, 

Hail ! ,royal Art ! 

L. SONG. 
I. 

LA masons be merry each night when they meet, 
And always each other most lovingly greet, 
Let envy and discord be sunk in the deep 



18* 

By such as are able great secrets to keep, 
{lit all the world gaze on our art with surprise* 
/They're all in the dark till we open their eyes. 

II. 

. Whoever is known to act on the square, 
And likewise weH skill'd in our secrets rare, 
Are always respected, whether wealthy or poor, 
And ne'er yet was careless of matters that's pure. 
/ Their actions are bright, and their lives spent in love, 
7 At length will be happy in the grand lodge above. 

HI." 

We are brothers to princes, and fellows to kings, 
Our fame through the world continually rings ; 
As we lovingly meet, so welovhrgly part, 
No mason did ever bear malice at heart? 
The fool that's conceited we'll never despise, 
Let him come to the lodge, and weU make him more 
wise. 

IV. 

The sanctum sanctorum by masons was framM, 
And all the fine works which the temple contain'd, 
By Hircart* contrivance, the pride of my*ong, 
The noise of a tool was not heard along ; 
And the number of masons that round it move. 
By him were directed, inspirit (rem above. 

LI. SONG. 
I. 

If unity be good in every degree, 
What can be compar*d with that of masonry ? 
In unity we meet, and in unity we part ; 
Let every mason chorus, hail, mighty art ! 
Let every, &c 

II. 

The vulgar often murmur at our noble art, 
Because the great arcanum to them we don't impart ; 
In ignorance let them live, and in ignorance let them die, 
Be silent and secret let every mason cry. 
Be silent, &c. 

III. 

Let a bumper be crown'd unto the art of masonry, 
And to each jovial brother that is a mason free ; 



1*3 

We act upon the square, on (lie le?el well depart, 
Let every mason ting, bail, glorious art 
Let every, &c 

LU. SONG. 
Tune— The Miller of Mansfield. 

I. - 
How hajlpy a mason whose bosom still flows 
With friendship, and ever most cheerfully goes ; 
The effects of the mysteries lodg'd in his breast, 
Mysteries reverM and by princes possest. 
Our friends and our bottle we best can enjoy, 
No rancour or envy our quiet annoy, 
Our plumb, line, and compass, our square and our tools 
Direct all our actions in virtue's fair rules. 

II. 

To Mars and to Venus we're equally true, 
Our hearts can enliven, our charms can subdue ; 
Let the enemy tell, and the ladies declare 
No class or profession with masons compare ; 
To give a fond lustre we ne'er need a crest, 
Since honor and virtue remain in our breast ; 
We'll charm the rude world when we clap, laugh and 
sing, 

If so happy a mason, say, who'd be a king. 



LM. SONG. 
[Tune—Hail Masonry, &c] 
I. 

Let worthy brethren all combine 
For to adorn our mystic art, 
So as the craft may ever shine, - 
And cheer each faithful brother's heart ; 
Then, brethren, all in chorus sing, 
Prosper the craft and bless the king. 

II. 

We leveFd, ptumm'd and squarM, arjght, 
The five noble orders upright stands, , 
Wisdom and strength, with beauty's height, 
The wonder of the world commands. 
Tha* brethren all, &c. 



m 

iu. 

Ye fools and Cowans all, who plot 
For to obtain our mystery, 
Ye strive in vain, attempt it not, 
Such creatures never shall be free ; f 
Then brethren aU» &c 

IV. 

The wise, the noble, good, and great, 
Can only be accepted here ; N 
The knave or fool, tho* deck'd in state, 
Shall ne'er approach fhe master's chair 
Then brethren all, &c 

V. 

Now fill your glasses, charge them high, 
Let our grand master's health go round ; 
And let each here o'er-flow with joy, 
And love and unity abound. 
Then brethren all, &c. 

UV. SONG. ' 
I. 

Let masons ever live in love, 
Let harmony their blessings prove, 
And sacred lodge on earth the place, 
Where fipeedom smiles in every face. 

Chorus. 

live free- masons, free-masons live and love, 
And shew that your types are from above. 

. II. 

Behold the world all in amaze, 
Each curious eye with transport gaze, 
They look, they wish to be, 
"What none can gain, except he's free. 
Char. live free-masons, Sec. 

III. 

Then let each brother ctarge full high, 
And let us drink the memory, 
Of Hiram and king Solomon, 
Whose fame has thro' all ages run. 
fW« Jive free-masons, &c* 



ns 

* 

LV. SONG. 
By brother Robert HoJL 
[Tune— Rule Britannia*] 
L 

When masonry, by heavVs decree 

Arose from father -AtomVbrain, 
This, was the charter of the fraternity*. 

And secrecy shall guard the same. 

Chorus. 

Hail masonry, for ever, ever may thou be,, { 
To all but 4is a mastery. J 

The brethren all upright and just 

Shall ever act upon the square ; 
Until that the world dissolves to dust, 

The needy shall their bounty share. 
CAo. Hail masonry, &c. 

IIL 

True moral men, sincere and free* 

Shall wisdom's dictates still impart, 
And mirth and joy, and true social unity,. 

Shall bless those peaceful sons of alt 
Gho. HaU masonry, &a 

IV. 

The Cowan and the crafty knave, 

Shall never tread, the sacred ground* 
The gripinr miser, traitor, nor the abject slave*. 

In mason 4 s lodge shall ne'er be found. 
Gho. Hail masonry, &c. 

V.. 

But if he's honest, just and true, 

His life and actions clear and bright ; 
Report him, and prepare him, and invest mm too* 

For he's the man shall see the light; 
€hoi Hail masonry, kc. 

LVI. 
A NEW SONG, 
By the foregoing Hand. . 
h 



And darkiies* turn* toJkht : 
With uprisht emblem wisdom stands, 
And quickly he does give commands, 

To seetht lodge tird right. 

n. 

I n solemn form he then declares, 
The lodge is open, work prepares, 

No^greater joys we ask. 
Attentive then to work we fall, 
Obedient to our master all, 

Each to perform his task. 1 

nr. 

We square our deeds by virtue's plan. 
And dignify each honest man, 

With secrets still unknown ; 
The monarch, statesman and divine. 
Unite in mason's grand design, 

And in the lodge have shone. ' 

iy. 

But when the bright meridian sun, 
One half his daily course has run,* 

And makes the shortest shade ; 
We then erect fair beauty's pile, 
Which makes each masciv sing and smile*. 

For virtue's joys ne'er Cade, 

V. 

Our glasses charged in solemn state, 
We drink to all the good* and great, 

That love free-masonrv ; 
We toast our brethren, friends, and wivev 
And thus we masons always strive, 

In friendship to agree. 

VI. 

In mirth we spend the lime of East 
Till Sol declines into the West, 

Then strength performs his part y 
And to complete the mason's life, 
Each hastens unto his girl or wife, 

To propagate the art. 



LVI. 

A NEW MASON'S SONG* 
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* 

Whilst harmony, friendship, and joys are held dear. 
New bands shall our praises rehearse. 

Chorus. 

Though lodges less favoured, less happy, decay, 

Destroyed by old time as it runt ; 
TW Albions, Uregorians and Bucks fade away, 

Still masons shall live in their sons. 

II. 

If envy attempts our success to impede, 

United we will trample her down : 
If faction should threaten, we'll shew we're agreed, 

"And discord shall own we are one. 
Chor. Tho' lodges, &c. 

III. 

Whilst with ardour we glow, this our, order to raise, 

Promoting its welfare and peace : 
Old rdasons return, our endeavours to praise, 

And new 6nes confirm the increase, ^ 
Chor. Tho' lodges, &c. 

# IV - 

Go on, cries our parents, for time is your friend, 

Its flight shall increase your renown ; 
And mirth-shall your guest be, and Bacchus attend, 

And joy all your meetings shall crown. 
Chor. Tho' lodges, &c. 

LVH. SONG- 
U. 

Arise gentle muse, who with wisdom inspires, 
Each bosom that's ardent in virtuous desires ; 
For from glorious actions, the bliss that accrues, 
Is the worth all admire, and each mason pursues. 

Chorus. 

Hence harmony springs^'tis the cement of love, 
Fair freedom on earth, and bright union above* 

M. 

Indignant around us, tho' discord is seen, 
Ana malice full loaded, venemous spleen ; 
To the one we'll be deaf, to the other be blind, 
S6r virtue will always give, strength to the mind. 
Hence harmony springs, &c. 
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« 

III. 

Thus beauty's gay charms, with lustre divine. 
Our art shall adorn, which forever will shine, 
Till time circling round shall unfold the great truth, 
Which thus has united the sage and the youth. 
Hence harmony springs, &c 

LIU, SONG. 
I. 

Begin O ye muses, a free-mason's strain^ 
Let the numbers be gentle, and easy, and plain,. 
While thus in concert we joyfully sing, 
Each brother's happy and blest as a king, 
For princes disdain not companions to be, 
With a man that's own'd for a mason and free. 

n. 

Why seek the best nobles our mystery to know,. 
Ana rather sing here than sip tea with a beau ; 
The notes of knowledge more powerfully call, 
Than fav'rite at court, or toast at a ball ; 
For truth's sake a lord is of equal degree*, 
With a man that is own'd for a mason and free. 

IIL 

Great Jove first lightened the glorious flame 
Of science, that sages free-masonry name, 
From Adam it past to the patriarchs old, 
And wisest of kings did prefer it to gold ; 
** Hiram of Tyre join'd with him to be, 

Of the number of those that were masons and free. 

IV. 

The Gregs and tht Gal hcsf, and others they say, 

Have set up their lodges, and mimic our way ; 

But frogs claim a curse w hen I hey croak from the fen> 

And monkies a kick when they imitate men ; 

In vain shallow mortal the rivals would be, 

To the man that is own'd for a mason and free* 

* The highest person in the lodge is upon a level with th#- 
lowest ; (the officers excepted) but when out of the lodge* all 
due distinction is strictly observed: and freemasons are so far 
from taking any liberty with noble brothers on account of ma^ 
sonieal familiarity, that they pay them more homage than the 
rest of mankind. 
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V. - 

The wisdom of Greece and old Xome we explore, - 

Hay passtoihelearn'd of the Memphian shore, - 
What secrets Euphrates and Tygris have known, 
And Palestine gather 'd, are here made our own ; 
Well may the world wonder what strange things we see, 
With the man that is known a free-mason to be. 

VI. 

Tho* women from lodges are always debarred, 
Dear fair ones repent not, nor censure too hard ; 
No rivals are here, no not even in glass, 
Where fribbles so doat on the shade of an ass ; 
Your own dearest pictures, our hearts could you see,, 
Would be found in the bosom of him that is free. " 

VII. 

The graces and virtue here mutually join, 
And science and knowledge the soul to refine : 
Blessed concord and eagle-high truth hover round, 
And-face to face friendship cries, see the bowl crown'd ; 
Here's a health, let it pass with the number of three, 
To him that is known a good mason and free. 

LIX. SONG. 
I. 

When a lodge of free-masons are cloath'd in their apronf, 

In order to make a new brother, 
With firm hearts and clean hands they repair to their 
•stands, # 

And justly support one another. 

II. 

Trusty brother take care, of Eve's droppers beware, 

Tis a just and solemn occasion ; 
Give the word and the blow, that workmen may know 

You are going to make a free-mason. 

III. 

Hie master stands due, and his officers too, 
While craftsmen are plying their station ; 

The deacons doth stand right for the command 
Qf a free and an accepted mason. 

IV. 

Now traverse your ground, as in duty you're bound, 

And revere the most sacred oration, 
That leads to the way, and proves the first ray, 

Of the light of an accepted mason. 
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V. 

Here's tokens and signs, with problems md lines. 

And room too for deep speculation ; 
Here virtue and truth are taught to the youth, 

When first he is bound tea mason. 

VI. 

Hierogtyphicks bright, and light revtrts light 

On the rules and tools of vocation ^ 
We work and we sing, the craft and the king, 

Tis both duty and choice in a mason. 

VII. 

Whaf s said or is done, is here truly laid down, 

In form of our high installation, 
Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean, 

Unless he's an accepted mason. 

VIII. 

The ladies claim right to come into our light, 

Since the apron they say is their bearing ; 
Can, they subject their will, and keep their tongues still, 
' And let talking be changed into hearing. 

IX. 

This difficult task is the least we can ask 

To secure us on sundry occasions, 
When with this they comply, our utmost well try 

To raise lodges for lady free-masons. 

X. 

Till this can be done, must each brother be mom, 
Tho' the fair one should wheedle and tease on, 

Be just, true, and kind> but still bear in mind, 
At all times, that you are a free-mason. 



AN ODE. 

By brother Ed/ward Femur* 

With grateful hearts your voices raise, 
To sound the great Creator's praise, 
Who by his word dispell'd the night, 
And form'd the radiant beams of light; 
Who fram'd the heav'ns, the earth, the skies, - 
And bid the wondrous fabric rise, 
Who viewM his work and found it just, 
£nd then created nian from dust. 

Happy in Eden was he laid* 
Nor did he goastray, 
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Till, by the serpent, Eve betray 'd, 
First fell and led the way. 

But falling from this happy plain, 
Subject to various wants and pain, 
Labour and art must now provide, 
What Eden freely once supply' d ; 
Some learn'd to till th'ugwilling ground ; 
Some bid the well-strung harp to sound ; 
Each different arts pursu'd and taught, 
Till to perfection each was brought. 

Masons pursue the truth divine, 
We cannot go^stray, 
Since three great lights conjointly shine. 
To point us out the way 

Zion appears, rejoice, rejoice, 
Exult, and hear, obey the voice, 
- Of mercy and enlightening grace, 
Recalling us to Earns place ; 
With faith believe, and hope pursue, 
And mercy still for mercy shew ; 
Proclaim aloud, with grateful theme, 
The great Redeemer's blessed name. 

The Eastern star now shews us light, 
Let us not go astray ; 
Let faith, hope, charity unite, 
To cheer the gladsome way. 



LXI. SONG. 
L 

Ye thrice happy few, 

Whose hearts have been true ; 
la concord and unity found ; 

Let's sing and rejoice, 

And unite ev'ry voice, 
To send the gay chorus around, to send the gay chorus around* 

Chorus. 

- For like pillars we stand, 

An immovable band, 
Cemented by powers from above; 

Then freely let's pass 

The generous glass, 
To masonry, friendship and love, to masonry, friendship and 

love. ^ 
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II. 

f f The grand architect, 

Whose word did erect 
Eternity, measure, and space, 
First laid the fair plan, 
V On which we began, 

Cement of harmony and peace, cement of harmoay tnd^eact. 
Ckor. For like pillars weqtand, &c. 

III. 

Whose firmnesi of hearts. 

Fair treasure of arts, 
To the eyes of the vulgar unknown ; 

Whose lustre can beam, * , 

New dignity and fame, 
On the pulpit, the bar, or the throne. . Encore 
Chor. For like pillars we stand, &c. 

* IV. 
Indissoluble bands, 
Our hearts and our hands, 
In social benevolence bind ; 
For true to his cause, 
By immutable laws, 
▲ mason s a friend to mankind. Encore 
Chor* For like pillars we stand, &c. 

y. ' ; 

Let ioy flow around, 

Ariel peace olive-bouftd, 
Preside at our mystical rites, 

Whose candour maintains 

Our auspicious domains, 
And freedom with order unites. Encore. 
Ckor. For like pillars we stand, &c. 

VL 

Nor let the dear maid 

Our mysteries dread, 
Nor think -them repugnant to love ; * 

To beauty we bend, 

And her empire defend, 
Her empire deriv'd from above. Encore* 
Chor* For like pillars we stand, &c. 

VII. , 

Then letVall unite, 
Sincere an<j upright, 
On the level of virtue to stand ; 
No mortals can be, 
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With a brother and' friend in eadi hand. 
Chor. For like pillars stand, &c. 

LX4L SONG* 
I. 

r Whoever wants wisdom > must with some delight,; * 
Read, ponder, and pore, noon, morning and nigjtf; 
Must turn over volumes of gigantic site, 
Enlighten his mind, tho* he puts out his eyes. 
Deny down, &e. 

n. f . 

If a general wou'd know how to muster his men* 
By thousands, by hundreds, bv fifties, by ten \ 
- Or level his siege on high castle or town. 

He must borrow his precepts from men of renown. 
Deny down, &c* 

IIIL 

Wou'd a wry-facM physician or parson excel 
In preaching or giving a sanctified spell' ; . 
He first must read Galen zndTilbtson thro* 
E'er-to gets credentials or business to do. 
Derry down, *c. 

FT. 

But these are all follies, free-masons can prove, ? 
In the lodge they find knowledge, fair virtue and love ; 
Without deaf ning their ears, without blinding their eyes, 
They find the compendious way to be wise.- • - j 
Derry down, &c/ ^ ' 

LXIU.SONG* 
t 

Come, ve elves that be, 

Come follow*. follow me; 

All you that guards have been 

Without, and serv'd within : 
Sing, let joy thro* us resound, 
For all this lodge a sacsed ground. 

. H. 

Guides too, that fairies are, . 
Come five by five prepare; 
Come bring fresh oil with sgeedf 
Your dying lamps to feci; 



All trimm'd in new and gtftt'ring ligfct, , 
To welcome garments that are white. 

IIL 

Come seraphs too, that be 

Bright rulers, three by three; 

Attend on me Vour queen, 

Two handmaids ltd between: 
Whilst all around this health I name, 
Shall make the hollow sounds proclaim. 

IV, ;.<• ' ' 
Whilst sylvans and sylvan laves, 
O'er mountains and invgroves ; 
With brighter gems an;d sprightly dames, 
Of fountains and of flames : " ' 

With joyful noise our hands and feet, 

Shall echo, and the sound repeat. 

V. \ 

Whilst we who sing and love, 

And live in springs, above ; , .... 

Descend, descend, do w& r 

With <masons to be free : 
Where springs o( wine revive each face. 
And streams of milk flow round the place. 

VI. 

Whilst cherubs guard the door, 

WittfBaming sword before ; 

We thtb' the key-hole creep, 

And there unseen we peep : 
Cer all their jewels skip and leap, 
And trip it, trip it, step by step. 

TIT 

Or as upon thg green; .!./ J 

We fairies turn unseen, 

So here we make a ring. 

While merry masons smg : 
Around their crowns we whirl apace; 
And not one single hair misplace. 

VIII. 

And down from .thence we jump, 

All with a silent thump; 

None hear our feet rebound, fc v 

Round, round the" iableV round : 
Nor sees us whilst we nimbly pass, 
Thrice round the rmVof ev'ry glasi 



fx. 

• Blit if any crumbs wfthaL 

bovrn froht t)jeir table fell : 

With greedy tnfcttr we^eaf, 

ft o honey is so sweet: 
>n6V when ifcey-drdpil from thfir thlmb, 
We catch it supcrnacukmj . 

, 'X. * ; „. 

•'*■* Now as fo^ masonry ✓ ' c *. 

Altho' we are not free, 

In lodges we have been, 

Anc^au their signs^haye seen,: . . - r 
Yet such loVe to the craft we bear. 
Their secrets w£;will titfet deafen t 

JjuiXIV. SONG. 

[Ttfhe^the ^ Mu^r^.Txpej T ; i 

Ye sons oftgi^ sdeiwe, impgtiient tolearn ' ■ J 
What's meant by a mason, ydu here may tftsctrn ; 
He strengthens the weak, is a guide to the blind, 
And the. staked; he cloat ha, and btfriends human kind. 

Cho. All shall >ield to masonry, all shall yield to ma- 
sonry, ' ' f " 
Bend- to thee, blest iri^n/j^ bend to thee, blest mason* 

Matchless was he ? ' who founded thee, 

And thou like him immortal shall be, , j 

And thou like him immortal shall be. 

He walks on the level of honour and truth, 
And shuns the vile passions of folly and youth*; 
The compass and square all his actions improve, 
Aud his ultimate object is brotherly love. 
All shall yield, &c. 

By fueling inspir'd, he doth bounty impart, 
For charity reigheth at large in his heart ; 
The 1 indigent brother relieved from his woes, m 
Feels a pleasure inferior td him who bestows. 
All shall yield, &c. 

In the temple of truth he nobly shall rise, 
Supported by that which Solomon did prize ; 
Thus rear*d and adorn'd, strength and beauty unite, 
And he views the fair structure with inward delight. 
All shall yield, ice, 



With fortitude Me^he^EiStratrgerto fears, 
And govern'd by prudenqe, he- cautiously ttcmi 
Till temperance shews tym the part of content, 
And justice unvetTd gives a skrn of consent. 
JllskaWyi€ld,&c. . 

Thus a mason tfjvt dtawn and set forth 4o yaurvfri^. 
And envy must own that the picture it true; 
Then members become, let's be brethren and friends. 
There's a secret remaining will make you amends* 
4U shall yield, &c. * . 

PROLOGUES AND EPILOGUES, 

$po*bn by Mr. Griffith at tjbe theatre &oy**» 

IF to delight and huiaajM*e thej*ind, 

- The savage world in soctaUies-to b^ndi 
To make the moral virtues all appear 4 - 
linprovM.atttaatfulvtt^^ * 
If { h*»e <ie maud the n&ttteafaar ptaise, 
Thetfteashfttfs (honour, or the poet's lays; 

Haw do we view .them afl<compris3d in tfcat, 
Thr ice honour'd and mysterious M asomr* ! } 
By thee erected; spacious domes arise, 
Ai\d suires ascending glittering, in. the skies ; 
•The wondWs Whole by weaTnly art is crown!d> 
And order in oUxerslty .itjfegu^; ' \ .* 

Thro* such a length of ages,, , still how fair, , * 
How bright, "how hlooming do thy looks appear^ 
And still shaH bloom. — Time, as it glides away, ' 
Fears for its own, before thine- skaU decay , 
The use of accents from thy aid is thrown, 
Thou format a silent language of thy own : 
Disdain'st that records should contain thy art, 
And only liv'st within the faithful heart.—— - 
Behold where kings and along shijmngti)aia r : 1 f \ 
Of garter*d heroes wait upon thy reign, . 
And boast no honour but a mason's name* . y , 
Still in the dark let the unknowing stray ; . . 

No matter what thy judge, or wjiat they say ; , 
Still may thy mystie secrets be conceal'd. 
And only to a brother be ve?eaPck 



. PROROGUE* 
As a wild rake that courts a virgin firir^ ^ 



tvr . 

Tho' what hi catfe hjs hcav'n lie may obtain, 
1^ putting on the matrimonial chain : 
At length enrag'd to find she still is chaste, 
Her modest fame maliciously mold blast; 
So some at our fraternity do rail, 
Because our secrets we so well conceal, 
' And curse the'sentry with the flaming sword, 
That keep* eve-droppers from the mason word ; 
Tho' rightly introduc'd atl true men may 
Obtain the secret in a lawful wayi 
They'd have us counter to our honour run ; / 
Do what they must blame us for when done ; 
And when they find their tearing will not do, 
Blinded with anger, h eighth of folly show, 
By railing at the thing they do not know. 
Not so the assembly of the Scotish kirk, 
Thefr wisdoms went a wiser way to work : 
When they were that masons practis'd charms, 
Invok'd the dc*il, and raisM tempestuous storms, 
Two of their body prudently they sent, 
To learn what could by masonry be meant. • 
Admitted ta the lodge and treated well, 
At their return the asb^mjbly hop'd they'd tell- 
We say nea meie than this (they bot h repl j 'd) " 
Do what we've done and ye'U be satisfy'd* 

A PROLOGUE. . 

As some crack'd chymist of projecting brain, 

Much for discovering, but more for gain ; • r 

With toil, incessant labours, puffs and blows 

In search of something nature woh'C disclose. * 

At length his eruciblej and measures broke; ' 

His fancy 'd gain evaporate in smoke. 

So some presumptuous still attempt to trace: 

The guarded symbol of our ancient race;. 

En wrapp'd in ; venerable gloom it ties,. 

And mocks all sight but of a mason's eyes ; . 

like the fam'd sjtream enriching Egypt's shore> 

All feel its use^— but few its source explore,. 

All ages still must owe, and every land 

Their pride and safety to the mason's hand 4 . 

Whether for gorgeous domes renown'd afar,. 

Or ramparts strong to stem the rage of war 

All we behold in earth or circling air* 

Proclaims the power of compasses an square.. 

The heaven-taught science queen of arts appears* 



lot 



Eludes the rust oftime, and waste of jws. 

Thro* form and master are her laws aisplay'd* 

Her rule'5 the same by which the world was madfw 

Whatever virtue grace 'the social name, 

Those we profess, on those we found our fame; 

Wisely the lodge looks down on tinsel state, 

Where only to be good, is to be great. 

Sue h £ on Is b) i ns! i net to each ol he r turp, 

Demand alliance, and in friendship barn ; 

>Jo shallow schemes, no stratagems nor arts, > 

Can break the cement that unites their heatfv 

Then let pale envy, rage, and every name ' 

Of tools mistaking infamy for fame; 

Sueli have all coun tries and ah ages borne, 

And sulJi all countries and all ages scorn; 

Glorious t he temple of the sylvan queen, 

Pride of the world at Evhcsus was seen, 

A witless wretch p the Friduird of I hose days, 

Stranger to virtue and unknown to praise, 

Crocked of soul and fond of any name, " 4 

Consigned the noble monument to flame : 

Vain madam 1 if so thinking to destroy, 

Th e art u \\ i ch cannot but with nature die. 

Si ill uiih the craft, -till ±W,C\ hi* mi me survive, 

And in our glory his disgrace shall Jive ; 

While his Cowans do more admittance gain 

Than Epheraimites at Jordan's passage slaiflv 

A VTiOUOGVE. 

Yom've seen ineoft in gold and ermin drest. 

And wearing short Hv'd' honours on my breast V 

But now the honourable badge I wear, 

Gives an Indelible high character : , 

And thus jby.our grand master am I sent, 

To tell you what by masonry is meant* 

If all the social virtues of the mind ; 

If an extensive love to all mankind ; 

If hospitable welcome to a guest, 

And speedy charity to the <Rstress' , d ; 

If due regard to liberty and laws, 

Zeal for our king and our country's cause ; 

If these are principles deserving fame, 

Let Masons then enjoy the praise they claw • 

Nay more, though war destroys what masons buiW, 

E'er to a peace inglorious we would yield, 

Our squares and trowels into swords we/HtaO**, 
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And make our foet^hewara. tjiey menace mourn 
For their contempt we'll no vain boaster spare, 
. Unkss by fihane me met a Masow thete. 



SPOKEN BY A BROTHER* 

While others sing of wars and martial feats. 
Of JMoody bottles ami of famM retreats ; 
A more .noble subject shall my fancy raise, 
And MASONRY alone shall claim my praise: 
Hail ! Masonry, thou royal art divine, 
Blameless may I approach thy sacred shrine ; 
Thy radiant beauties let me there admire, 
And warm my heart with thy celestial ore : 
Ye wilful blind, seek not your own disgrace, 
Be sure you come not near the hallowed place, 
For fear too late your rashness you deplore, 
And terrors feel by you unthought before. 
With joy my faithful brethren here I see, 
Joining their hearts in love and unity ; 
Still striving each other to excel 
In social virtues and in doing well : 
No party jars, no pott tic debate, 
Which often wrath excites, and feuds create ; 
No impious talk, no fleering jests nor brawls, 
Was ever beard within our peaceful walls, 
Here in harmonious concert friendly join, 
The prince, the soldier, tradesman, and divine, 
And to each other mutual help afford ; 
The honest farmer and the noble lord. 
Freedom and mirth attend the cheerful b*wl, 
Refresh the spirits, and enlarge the soul ; 
The cordial we* with moderation use, 
For temperance admits of no abuse ; 
Prudence wepiaise and fortitude commend, 
To justice always and her friends a friend.: 
The scoffing tribe the shame of Adani* race, 
Deride those masteries which they cannot tract 
Profane solemnities they never saw, , 
And lying libels to them are a law ; 
The book of masonry they may in vain explore 
And turn mysterious pages o'er and o'er ; 
Hoping the great arcanum to attain, 
But endless their toil, and fruitless all their pain 
They may as well for heat to Greenland go, 
Or in the torrid regions seek for snow ; 
The royal craft the scoffing tribe despise, 
.And veils their secrets from unlawful eyes. 



tPOKKN BY UftS.'TB*RM0KD» JkM+SOU'&umttt* 

With what malicious Joy, e'er I knew better. 

Have I been wont the masons to be-spatter ; 

How greedfty have I believ*d each lie " 

Contrived against thai fam'd society ; ' 

With many more cowiplain'd — 'twas very hard* >• 

Women should from their secrets be debated, 

WheB kin^s and statesmen to our sex reveal 

Important secrets which they should conceal, ' *• 

That beauteous ladies by . their sparks adored * 

Never cou'd wheedle out the mason's word;; 

And oft tneir favors have bestow'd in vain, : 

Nor could one secret for another gain i 

I thought, unable to explain the matter, 

Each mason sure must be a woman hater : 

With sudden fear and dismal horror struck, 

I heard my spouse was to subscribe the book. 

By all our lov t es I begg'd he would forbear ; £ 

tfpon my knees I wept, and tore my hair v, 

But when I found him fix'd, how 1 behaved, * 

I thought him lost, and liked fury ra*'d; 

Believxi he would for ever be undone, 

By some strange operation undergone. 

WtSen he came back, I found a changed tree, 

But such a change as did his youth renew : 

With rosy cheeks and smiling grace he came, 

And sparkling eyes that spoke a bridegroom's flame. 

Ye married ladies 'tis a happy life,. 

Believe me, that of a free-mason's wife,. 

TW they conceal the secrets of their friends,. 

In love ana truth they make us full amends. 



SPOKEN BY MRS. BELLAMY. 

Well, here I'm come to let you know my thoughts*;* 
Nay, ben't alarm'd, I'll not attack your faults ; 
Alike be safe, the cuckold and the "wit, 
The -Cuckold-maker and the solemn cit* 
Tin in good humour, and am come to prattle ; 
Han't 1 a head well turn'd, d'ye think to rattle? - 
But to clear up. the point, and to be fi;ee, 
Wnat think you is my subject? Masonry t * * 
Tho' I'm afraid, as lawyers cases clear,, , 
My learn'd debate will leave you as you wert^ / 
But I'm a woman — and when I say that, } 



You know Wli ulk— althp' w* knw eotwfca* : 
What think^ou ladtes,ynt it very hard, 
How comes U jthat {he softer houw of love^ 1 
t XpL wheedle put t,his secret fruitless prove > 
For we can wheedle whea we hope to move, ) 
"What can it wean* w hy all .this mighty pot her, : 
These mystic signs, and solemn calling, brother?. 
That we are xyialify'd in signs are known* 
We can keep secrets too, but they're our own. 
When my good man first went to be a mason, 
Tho| I resolv'd to put the smoother face on » 
Yet to speak truly, I >egan to fear, 
He must some dreadful operation bear ; 
But^ return'd to satisfy each douht, 
Arid brought ji#me ev'ry thing he carried out 5 . . ' 
Nay^carQe^p^Ufo^ 
A pleasing smile that ev'ry scruple cleafd. - 
Such added complaisance, so much good nature. 
So much, so straokeJy alteVdifortlie better : 
ThaJ to increase $e mutual dear delight L 
Wotftf tte ttere pjade a masori tvVy pigw* 




Whete are these ftjdras * let me vent my spleen ; 
Are these free- masons? bless me ! these are men f 
And young and brisk too; ? expected monsters, 
Brutes more prodigious than ftidiufi songsters. 
Lord, how report will He, how vai 
These' look I;kc sparks who only 

Let easy faiths on such gross tales rely, 1 
Tis false by rules of physiognomy, > 
I'll ne'er believe it, poz, unless 1 try. J ■ , 
In proper time and place, there's little doubt/ ' 
But one might find their wondrous secrets out ; 
I shrewdly guess, egad, for all their shyness. 
They'd render signs and tpkens too of kindness.; 
If any truth in what 1 here observe is, 
They'll quit ten brothers for one sister's service. 
But "hold, wild fancy, whither hast thou stray'd ? 
Where man's concern'd, alas, how frail's a maid ♦ 

I'm came to storm, to scold, to rail, to rate, 
And see, the accuser's turn'd the advocate. 
Say to what merits might I not pretend, 



m 



Who, tho*ix> tlstarj do yet prove yourfrreiwi:" 1 * ' 
Wou'd beauty tifu* but in your cause appear, 1 1 \ 
Twas fomctning, Sirs, lo be accepted Were 1 : " • 1 ? 

•I [WintitigWIhe^w. 
.Ladiesj be gracious to the mystic arts; ;; . : J • 1 * 
And klridly take the gen'rbus masons prirts ' r ' 
Let •©loquacious fop yourjoy s partake; 
He sues foretelling, not for kissing sake: 
Firm to their trust, the fakhful craft conceal ; 
They cry no rdast-meat, fare they ne'er 6o well ; 
No telktale -Sneer shall raise the conscious blush/ r 
The loyal brother's word is always— bush. 
What tho' they quotcold Solomon's decree, \ 
And vainly boast 4hat thro' the world they're fret; * 
With ease: £00*11 humble the.presuihptuous braves* ; 
One kind regard matkes all these freemen slaves. 

• t. :.' - — :V ' •>- 

: A?N EPILOGUE 

Well, heaven's be prais'd; the mighty secrets ©# ; 
The secret that- has made so strange a rout:*' 
This moment I was taught-behind the scenes* 
What every word, and sign, am) token means; 
A charming secret, but 1 must conceal it, 
If time, at nine months end, does not reveal it ; 
What monstrous horrid lies do some folks tell us, < » 
Why masons,. ladies, are quite clever fellow? : 
' They're lovers of our sex, as I can witness. 
And ne'er adt contrary to * moral fitness. : 
If any of ye doubt it, try the masons, 
They'll not deceive your largest expectations ;.' 
Let no misgrourided apprehensions seize ye, 
They won't doBiiything thai tan displease ye; 
They're able workmen, and compleatly skilled m 
The truest arts ami mysteries of building; 
They'll .build up families, and as most tit is, V 
N ot on ry w) 1 1 erect , but pen pi e citi es ; 
They'll fill as well as fabricate your houses, 
A lit!' propagate a race of strong-built spouses* 
If such their gifts ; such, ladies, is their merit* 
So great iheu' skill, and strength, and life, and spirit* 
What female heart can be so very hard, 
As to refuse Item their deserv'd reward. 
Once on a time (as heathen story fay) 
Two masoYhgods to Troy town took their way *r 1 1 
Arriv'd, andmVd to work, so work they fell; 1 
Hard was tjtetrtaak, bul executed. srcU:v * ^ 



With more than human strength, these heavenly powers, 

Rais'd the impregnable Darwinian towers ; . 
Those towers which long secur'd the Trqfajt dames, k 
From Qrecian ravishers, and Grecian flames : 

Gratis They did it, whatsoe'er was done, 
WrongVI of their pay by king Laomcdon .* 
Ease sordid soul, of princes Hie disgrace ; . / 

But heav'n his guilt ay engM upon his race : 
Most rudely did his Troy at length expire, 
ReducM to ashes by vindictive fire. 
Ladies, this story's written for your learning; { 
Let Troy's example fright you all from burning: 
J jet it this truth in ev'ry breast inspire, . ' 

That ev'ry workman's worthy of his hire; 
But sure such virtue in the present age is, 
None will defraud the brethren of their wages; 
None will transgress the laws of common sense. 
Which gives both sexes due benevolence : 
A mason's full reward then do not grudge, 
As ev'ry mason is your humble drudge : 
Then treat the craft, ye fair, with kind regard. 
And give 'em in your smiles, their best reward: 
^ -«Give qpi to boast, where'er their art extends, 
That they and beauty from this hour are friends. 

A NEW PROLOGUE, 

SPOKEN Itf THE CHARACTERS. OP AN IRISH PREE-M AS ON, 
AT THE THEATRE-ROYAL IN THE HAY-M ARRET, 

Written by Lau. Dermott, d. g. m. , 

I Darby Mulroony, from Moat of Grenoge, 

Beg leave to be snaking by way of proloag ; 

And first to begin, this night is the day, 

Appointed for L'Estrange's benefit play : 

I heard him, just how, telling an actor, 

He'd soon be as rich as a jew or contractor ; 

His lodge congregated, and ready for certain, 

To open in form behind this big curtain. 

But he admits women, because they are sktlVd in 

(As well as free-masons) the new art of building; 

O the sweet creatures ! They're cunning projectors, 

They btifW without rule, square, compass,' or sectors ; 

Their stones are all curls, their bricks'are all wool, ' 

Their mortar's pomatum, foundation ft skuH? 

On which they can build, (Fir sure 'tis no lie) 

As broad as a turf-stack, but thece times as high* 
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v Tim rttn too e*h build as fancy best suits, 
With curls on each «de like a pair of volutes • 
High topee* in front, just like a key-stone, * 
To wedge tip ♦be brains in skutts that have noi* * 
For freize and festoons, they use Brussels laces 1 
And like thettne ladles, can white-wash their frees ; 
With long tails behind, and nothing before, 
Except down this way a little torn bore. 

Thus some have describe our actors atiarffe^ t * Lm * kmr ' 
You visitors are not subject to tKfe charge. ' < 

[Bowing to the Jtudttncc. 
In our ancient craft true friendships abound 
I wish, amongst brethren, the like could be found. \ 
Were Yankees free-masons, and the Britons too " 
They'd barken to reason, old friendship renew : * . 
They'd drink and shake hands, become mighty civil, 
And throw att their guns and their swords to the devit 
But HI say-bo more— (pause) the times very quare* 
TTiey never shall catch poor darby iu the snares 
My pomteal bundoon* shall not appear, 
My business to-night rs to welcome you here. 
Welcome brethren of the square and compass, 
We come, bucks, wbo love to make arompus. 
Welcome, cits, who love to sit in quiet ; 
Welcome, above, who never love to riot: 
Welcome, critics, dread -of every poet, 
You spare the cra/V because you <k> n*t know k. 
1 en thousand welcomes Darby does decree 
ToaR the Jadies ; welcome gra ma chree. f 

♦Posteriors t>riionsense. f My hearts lore. 

A NEW PROLOGUE, 
Spoken in the character of aTeagu&,for thi*- 

BEKBFIT OF AW ENGLISH F*BE-MASON Iff DISTRESS. 

Written byLmu Dermott, d. g. m. 
God save yon, gentle folks, both great and small* 
Pm come to tel l (pans*) phuh, I forgot it all 
You, mister prompter, there behind the screen, 
Why doa't you spake* and tell jnc what, I mean* . , 
I have it now, Pm sorry I confess, . ; 

A brother mason is in great distress ; 
Nothing to ate, and what you all will think , < \ 
Ten times worse, tbedeyil a sup of drink, ^ 4 , - 
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To-day I ax'd him, how did matters go ; 
He shook his toad, aad cfy'dbu* so aid tfr.| r « *• •: 
What want you, said I, come tell me, honey ? 
J^othio&said hc-ybut a bagof money.: ^ • y ^ 
CFoi of whfch^ all raV guts % Adubg^ - ' > . <! 
""Wffy Otf^otl tauglt;— is ltganie you're making F 

[To the galleries. 
The devil fcWn m^tmt heTJ fee ruhmug creazy , 



Except, this night, you make his. stomach easy. 

He is London born, a true patriot really, , , 

A«d I'm his brdther, bori* in Stttlealty. 

Aflra) ves, why not^praV Where's the blunder? 

It is^Al three hundred milts asundeF: 

What though our parents never seen each other* 

Faith that's no"reas5H1rtat tfe*tnoT my brother? 

For we are masons, and our union hence 

Hath made us brothers in the strictest sense. 

Our union such, that all alike {Partakes, 

Whether England, Ireland, or the land of cakes ; 

Nay round the globe, where'er a mason roam, 

He finds a -brother, and a kindfy herfie'. 

Therefore, my jewels, let us all bef riCrid him, 

And when in danger, Hannum afi I>6ur defend hhi* 




SOLOMON'S TEMPLE 

OXATORIO. . 

Dramatts Person je. 

Solomon, the Grand-Master. 1 Uriel, Angel of the Son. 
High Priest S/ieba, Queen the South. 

Hiram, the Workman. J Chorus of Pnests and Nobles, 

ACT1. 
SOLOMON. 
Recitative. 

Convened we're uiet~~chief oracle. of heav'/u 
To whom the sacred mysteries are given ; - u " 
We're ,met to bi^ a splendid fabric rise, . . . \K 
Worthy the mighty ruler of the skies. . 

High-Priest. 

And lo! where Uriel, angel of the sun 
Arrives to see the mighty business done. 

Air. 

Behold he comes upon the wings of light, 
And with his sunny vestments cheers the sight.. 

URIEL. 

Reciitrtive. 

The Lord supreme, grand-master of the skies, 
Who bid creation from a chaos rise ; 
The rules of architecture fii bt engrav'd, 
On Adam's heart. 

Citorus of Priests and Nobles. 

Te heavVs high architect, all praise, 

All gratitude be given ; 
Who deign'd the human soul to raise* 

By secrets sprung from keav'n. 



20? 

SOLOMON. 

* Rcctitattvcs ' 

Adam, well vers'd in arts, 
Gave to his sons the plumb and line: 
fey masonry sage Tubal Cain, 
To the deep organ tun'd the strain. 

Air. 

And while he swell'd the melting note, 
On high the silver concord float. 

, ffigh Priest/. 

Recitative accompanied* 

Upon the surface of the waves. . 
(When God a mighty deluge poors) 

Noah, a chosen remnant Hives, 
And laid the ark's stupendous floors. 

URIEL. 

Air. 

Hark from on high, the mason-word ! 

* David, my servant, shaM not build 

« A lodge for heavVs all-sov'reign Lord, 
' Since blood and war have stain'd his shield ; 
9 That for our deputy his son 

* We have reserved— Prince .So^ojiioti. Da capo. 

Ckorus wf Priests and Nobles. 
Sound great JEHOVAH'S praise ! 
Who bid young Solomon the temple raise; 

SOLOMON. 

Rceitative. 

So grand a structure shall we raise, 
That men shall wonder ! Angela gate I- 

Bf art thyme it shall bereard, 
or shall the hammer's noise be heard. 

Chorus, . x 

Sound great JEHOV AHs praise, 
Who bid king Solomonihz temple raise* 

URIEL. 

Recitative. 

To plan the mighty dome, 
Hiram, the master-mason's come. 



Weil skiird in masonry. 
We know thee by thy jewel'* bl«, 

Thy manly walk and air ; 
Instructed thou the lodge shak raise; 

Let all for work psepare. ... 

HIRAM- 
Mr. 

Not like Babets haughty building, J ' 

Shall our greater lo%e be fartfd ; 
J hat to mdeousjargpn. yielding, 

Justly was a Mffi »aVd : m 
There confusion all o'e^earms^ • 

Neither sign not wond they knew t ' ; 

W«our work with oriler.so/iarmg, 

Each proportion shall be tree, 1 :V . 

SOLOMON. 

Becifafive. 

Tall of themselves to,grace fa dome* . , 

AllZeW^aSjifsbe^ew,, 
The 8 re ^$£#^l9 income, 
/ URIEL. 

_ Behojd, my brethren of the sky, 
The work Ue^itis.wprtliy«n angel V eye r - 
CAmcs of t Xriestwid Nobles. 

Be present all ye hearaty hosts ; 
TheworitbegiiB,th.el^ t d^ 

Hecitative. 
Behold, attended by a numerous train, 
Queen of the South, fair Skeba, greets thy reign * 
In admiration *>f thy wisdom, she 1 • < ' 

Comes to present the bended knee. 

SOLOMON TO HIRAM. 
Receive her with a fair salute, 
Such as with majesty mgy.sujt, 
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HIRAM. 
Air. 

When allegiance bids obey, 
We ^wjth pleasure own its sway. 

ENTER SHEBA ATTIMDE1>. 

Obedient to superior greatness, see 
Our sceptre hails thy mightier majesty* 

SHEBA. 

Air. 

Thus />A*fcr, queen of shade and night, 

Owing the sun's superior rays ; 

With feebler glory, lesser light, 

Attends the tnumph of his blaze : 

Oh, all excelling Prince, receive. 

The tribute due to such a king ; 

Not the gift, but will, believe, 

Take the heart, not what we bring. Daeapo, 

SOLOMON. 

Recitatives 

Let measures softly sweet,. 
Illustrious Skeba's presence greet 
SOLOMON. 
Air. 

Tune the Kite and string the lyrey 

Equal to the fair we sing: 

Who can see and not admire, 

^^a, consort for a king! 

Enlivening wit and beauty ioui, 

Melting sense and graceful air ; 

Here united powers combine, . 

To make her brightest of the fair,. Daeapo. 

SOLOMON. • 
Recitative. 
Hiram, our brother and our -ftiend, 
Do thou the Queen with me attend. 

SCENE II, 
A view of the Temple, 
High Priest. 
Recitative. 

Sacred to heav'n, behold the dome appears ; ; 
Lo, what august solemnity it wears; 



Angels themselves hyjKi (fetgjn'd to deck the frame* 
Ana beauteous Sheba shall report its fame. 
Air. 

When the Quemo/the South shajl rejuni \ 
To the climes wmcn acknowledge tter sway*; 
Where tbe^uite warmer 3>eams fiercely burn, 
The Princess wit^ tran^rtshal| ( say.: - ^ 



Well wort% mx journey 1 . Fve seen 
A monarch both graceful ana wise, 
Deserving the loveof a ^ueen, . 
And a temple well wqrjtHy the skies* 

Charm* 

Open ye gates, receive the Queen who thaivgg. 
With equal sense, your, happiness and <*tes. 



richer is our art } ff 5 



JjMiiches much, but more of wisdom seej 
Troportion'd' wkirfan^hb; and maStory 

'HIBAM. ' 

Air. 

Oh, charming.^ 
What rnass^ wjp 

Yet richer is ot_ , 
Not all the orient gems that shine, 
Nor treasures of mh t Qpb^ l m\$fa 

Excel the m'ason'ibe^ft; 
True to the fair, h& hODQurf ^ao/e^ * 
Than glittering gefna /Of br^egt are^^ 

The plighted pledge pf love: 
To ev'ry tie of honour, bound* 
In love andfrienclstup^on§U^tfqund r 
. ^ ' * And favouVdlroto above, 

SOLOMON ANJXSHEBA. 
Duet.: 

Sheba. One gem beyond the rest I see. 
And charming Solomon b be. 

Solonu One gem beyond the rest I see, 
Fairest, oj[ fair ones, thou artsjie, 
Sheba. Oh thou surpassing all men wise. 
Solom. And thine excelling women's eyes. 
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HIRAM. 

Recitative, 

"Wisdom and beauty doth* combine 
Our art to raise, our hearts to join. 

Chorus. 

' J ^^f^A^^SM^^ wise v 

Beauty still shou'd wisdom love ; 
Beauty and order reijgi aboy^ 



FINIS. 
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J$t. Johns, No. 6. New- York 
St. Patrick's, Johnstown 
Temple, North East Precinct 
Washington, Fort Edward 
St. Simon & St Jude, Fishkill 
. Hudson's, Hudson 
Jamaica, Jamaica 
Hiram, Lansingburgh 
Holland, New-York 
Unity, Canaan 
Steuben, Newburgh 
St. John's, Warwick 
La Fayette, Armenia 
Washington, Clermont 
Livingston, Kingston 
Montgomery, Stillwater 
Amicable, Whitestown 
Ontario, Canandarqua 
Aurora, Hampton 
Huntington, Huntington - 
Paine, Armenia 
Livingston, Kingsbury 
Freehold, Freehold 
Union, Newton 
Harmony, Catskill 
Rural, Cambridge 
Federal, Hosick 
Cortlandt, Corgandt 



Howard, New^Yerk 
Amicable, Herkemer 
Franklin, Ballstown 
Columbus, Frederickstowa 
Trinity, New- York 
Phoenix, New-York 
Otsego, Coopers town 
Schoharie Union, Schoharie 
Montgomery, Broadalbin 
Orange, Waterford 
Patriot, Pittstown 
Canaan, Canaan 
Orange, Goshen 
St. Andrew's, Stanford 
Westchester, Westchester 
Beekman, Beekman 
Apollo, Troy 
Cocsackie, Cocsackie 
North Star, Salem 
Aurora, Fairfield 
Temple, Albany 
Liberty, Granville 
Steuben, Steuben 
Western Star, Unadilla 
Snffolk, Smithtown 
Bath, Bath 

Scipio, Scipio or Aurora 
Morton, Hampstead 
St. Paul, Canajoharie 
James's, Middle town 
Moriah, Marbletown 
Montgomery, Rhinebeck 
Rensselaer, Rensselaervillc 
Adoniram, Franklin 
Sharon Felicity, Sharon 
Montgomery, Montgomery 
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L Union francaise, N. York 
Hiram, Mount-Pleasant 
Morton, Westchester 
Salem, North Salem 
Walton, Dnaaesbtirg 
Homer, Schatieoke 
Franklin, Charlestown 
United Brethren, Cazedfcvia 
Tioga, Union 
Village, Marcellus 
Schodach, Schodach 
Roman, Roma 
Federal, Paris 



Fortitude, Brooklin 
Horizontal, Frederick 
Abrams, New-York 
Washington, New-York 
Warren, New-York 
Morton, Schenectady 
Asylum, Coeymans 
Henum, Aurdlus 
Adelphi, New-York 
Erin, New-York 
Albion, New-York 
Morton, New-York 
L'Sinccrite, New-York 



MASONIC 

CONSTITUTIONS, &c. 



fcHAP. I. 

Of the Temper and Qualities requisite in those nvH 
would be Free and Accepted Masons. 

BEFORE we s enter upon the duties of the ofierative 
Mason, in the various offices and stations to 
which he may be called in the Lodge, it is proper to 
give some account of the temficr and qualities, which 
are absolutely requisite in all who aspire lo partake 
of the sublime honors and advantages belonging to 
those who are duly initiated into the mysteries, and 
instructed in the art of ancient Mason ey* 

SECTION I. 

\ Concerning God and Religion. 

Whoever, from love of knowledge, interest, or 5 
curiosity, desires to be a Mason^ he is to know that, 
as his foundation and great corner-stone, he is to be- 
lieve firmly in the eternal God, and to pay that wor- 
ship which is due to him, as the great Architect 
and Governor of the universe. A Mason is also 
obliged, by his tenure, to observe the moral law, as 
a true Noachida* ; and if he rightly understands the. 
royal art, he cannot tread in the irreligious paths of 
the unhappy libertine, the deist, or stupid atheist, 

* Sons of Noah ; the first name for Free Mason* 
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nor, in any case, act against the great inward light 
of his own conscience. 

He will likewise shun the gross errors of bigotry 
and superstition ; making a due use of his own reason* 
according to that liberty wherewith a Mason is made 
frii. For although, in ancient times, the Qhriatian 
Afasons were charged to comply with the Christian 
usages of the countries where they sojourned or 
worked (being found in all nations, and of divers re- 
ligions and persuasions) yet it is now thought most 
expedient that the brethren in genefal should only be 
charged to adhere to the estentialsot religion in which 
all men agree ; leaving each brother to his own private 
judgment, as to particular modes and forms- Whence 
4t follows, that all Masons are to be good men and true 
—men of honor and honesty, by whatever religious 
names or persuasions distinguished ; always follow- 
ing that golden precept of u Doing unto all men as 
(upon a change of conditions) they would that all 
men should do unto them."- 

Thus, since Masons, by their tenure, must agree 
jn the three great articles of Noam, Masonry be- 
comes the centre of union among the brethren, and 
the happy means of conciliating, and cementing int6 
one body, those who might otherwise have remained 
at a perpetual distance ; thereby strengthening and 
not weakening the divine obligations of Religion and 
Lol^e ! 

SECTION J I. 

Concerning Government and the Civil Magistrate, 

Whoever would be a true Mason, is further to» 
know that, by the rules of his art, his obligations as 
a subject and citizen will not be relaxed but enforced. 
He is to be a lover of quiet, peaceable and obedient 
to the civil powers, "which yield him protection, and 
are set over him where he resides or works ; so far 
as they infringe not the limited bounds of reason and 
religion. Nor can a real craftsman ever be concern- 
ed in plots against the state; or be disrespectful to 
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the magistracy ; because the welfare of his country 
is his peculiar care. 

But if any brother, by forgetting for a time the 
rules of his craft, and listening to evil councils, 
should unhappily fall into a contrary conduct, lie is 
not to be countenanced in his crimes or rebellion 
against the state ; but he forfeits all benefits of the 
Lodge, and his fellows would refuse to associate or 
converse with him in private, while he continues in 
his crimes ; that neither offence nor umbrage may 
be given to lawful governments. But such a person 
fs still considered as a Mason^ his character as such 
being indefeasible ; and hopes are to be entertained, 
that the rules of the craft may again prevail, wifli 
him, over every evil council and device that might 
have led him astray. 

From this quiet and meek temper of true Masons, 
and their constant desire to adorn the countries where 
they reside with all useful arts, crafts or improve- 
ments, they have been, from the earliest ages, en- 
couraged and protected by the wisest rulers of states 
and commonwealths, who have likewise thought it 
an honor to have their names enrolled among the 
fraternity. And thus Masonry having always flourish- 
ed most in the most flourishing and peaceable times 
of every country, and having often suffered in a par- 
ticular manner through the calamitous effects of war, 
bloodshed and devastation, the craftsmen are there- 
fore the more strongly engaged to act agreeable to 
. the rules of their art, in following fieace and lowe 9 as 
far as possible, with all mea. 

SECTION III. 

Concerning private Qualities and Duties, 

In regard to himself *, whoever would be a Mason 
should know how to practise all the private virtues. 
He should avoid all manner of intemperance or ex- 
cess, which might obstruct his performance of the 
laudable duties of his craft, or lead him into crimes 



MASONIC 



which would reflect dishonor upon the ancient fra^ 
ternity. He is to be industrious in his profession, , 
and true to the Lord and Master he serves. He is to 
labour justly, and not to eat any man's bread for 
nought ; but to pay truly for his meat and drink* 
What leisure his labour allows, he is to employ in 
studying the arts and sciences with a diligent mind, 
that he may the better perfom all his duties, as afore- 
said, to his Creator, his country, his neighbor and 
himself. For, in a few words, — t; To walk humbly 
in the sight of God, to do justice, and to love mer- 
cy," are the true indispensible characteristics of a 
real Free and accepted Mason. 

For the better attainment of these shining quali- 
ties, he is to seek and acquire, as far as possible, "the 
virtues of patience, meekness, self-denial, forbear- 
ance, and .the like, which give him the command over 
himself, and enable him to govern his *own family* 
with affection, dignity and prudence ; at the same* 
time checking every disposition injurious to the 
world, and promoting that love and service, which 
brethren of the same Lodge or household owe to each 
other. Therefore, to afford succour to the distressed* 
to divide our bread with the industrious poor, and to 
put the misguided traveller into the way, are quali- 
ties inherent in the craft, and suitable to its dignity. 
But though a mason is never to shut his ear unkindly 
to the complaints of any of the human species ; yet 
when a brother is oppressed or suffers, he is in a 
more peculiar manner called to open his whole soul 
in love and compassion tp him, and to relieve with- 
out prejudice, according to his capacity. 

It is further necessary that all who would be true 
Masons should learn to abstain from all malice and 
slander, evil-speaking, back-biting, unmanerly, scorn- 
ful, provoking, reproachful and uagodly language ; 
and that he should know how Urobey those who 
are set over him on account of their superior 
qualifications as Masons, however inferior they may 
be in worldly rank or station* For although Mason- 
ry divests no man of his temporal honors, or titles 
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1*ut on the contrary highly respects them, ^et, in the 
JLodgt j pre-eminence of virtue and knowledge in the 
royal art, is considered as the true fountain of all no* 
bility, rule and government. 

* The last quality and virtue which we shall mention 
as absolutely requisite in those who would be Masons, 
rs that of Secrect ; which indeed from its importance*, 
ought to have held the first place in this chapter, if it 
had not been intended to treat of it, more fully, as a 
conclusion of the whole. 

So great stress is laid upon this particular quality 
of virtue, that it is enforced among Masons under the 
strongest penalties and obligations ; nor, in their es- 
teem, is any man to be counted tvise^ who is void of 
Intellectual strength and ability sufficient to cover and 
conceal such honest secrets as are committed to 
him, as well as his own more serious affairs. Both 
sacred and profane history teaches us that numerous 
virtuous attempts have failed of their intended scope 
and end, through defect of secret concealment* 

The ancient philosophers and wise men (the princes 
of whom were Masons) were so fully persuaded of thie 
great virtue of secrect, that it was the first lessou 
which they tatight their pupils and followers. Thus> 
in the school of PrrxAGCRAs, we find it was a rul* 
that every noviciate was to be silent for a time, and 
refrain from speaking, unless when a question was* 
asked ; to the end that the valuable secrets which he 
had to communicate might be the better preserved 
and valued. Ltcvrgus made a perpetual law, oblig- 
ing every man to keep secret whatever was committed 
to him, unless it were to the injury of the state. And 
Ca*o, the Roman Censor, told his friends, that of 
l/ir?e things (if eyer he happened to be guilty) he al- 
ways repented, viz. — 1st. If he divulged a Secr^* ; 
sd. If he went on water, when he might stay on dry 
land; and 3dly. If he suffered a day to pass without 
doing (or endeavouring to do) some good. We also 
read that the Persian law punished the betraying of a 
secret more grievoujy than any other crime. 
b3 
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No» is the virtue of secrecy recommended only by 
the wisest heathen philosophers and law-givers ; but 
likewise by the fathers of the church, and by inspired 
writers and law-givers. 

St. Ambrose places tfee patient gift of silence a- 
mong the principle foundations of virtue ; and the 
vise king Solomqx deems the man unworthy to 
reign or have any rule over others, who cannot com- 
mand himself, and keep his own secrets. A discoverer 
of secrets he deems infamous and a traitor ; but him 
that conceals them he accounts a faithful brother. 
" A tale-bearer," says he 44 revealeth secrets ; but he 
" that is of a faithful spirit concealeth them. Dis- 
" cover not a secret to another, lest he that heareth 
" it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not 
iC away— he that keepeth his tongue, keepeth his own 
" soul." To the same purpose, in the book of Ec- 
clesiasticus, (chap, xxvii.) we meet with the follow- 
ing beautiful passages, worthy to be forever recorded 
in the hearts of all masons— 

" Whosobvbr discovereth secrets, loseth his cre- 
dit, and shall never find a friend to his mind. Love 
thy friend, and be faithful unto him ; but if thou be- 
wray eth his secrets, follow no more after him z For 
as a man hath destroyed his enemy, so hast thou lost 
the love of thy neighbor : As one that letlcth a bird 
go out of his hand, so hast thou let thy neighbour go, 
«nd shall not get him again. Follow after him no 
snore, for he is too far off ; he is as a roe escaped 
out of a snare. As for a wound, it may be bound up ; 
and after reviling there may be reconcilement : But 
he that bewray eth secrets is without hofie** 

Thus far hath been spoken of the internal qualities 
and virtues required in all who aspire to the sublime 
honor and advantage of becoming Free and accepted 
Masons. We speak next of the external qualities and 
the steps to be pursued, in order to obtain initiation, 
and admission iato a duly warranted Lodge of ancient 
York Masons. f 

JB* it known to you then, in the first place, That 
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no person is capable of bee ming a member of such a 
Lodge, unless (in addition -o the qualities and virtues 
mentioned above, or at least a disposition and capacity 
to seek and acquire them) he is also u free born ; of 
mature and discreet age ; of good report ; of sufficient 
natural endowmrnts, and the sense of a man, with an 
estate, office, trade, occupation, or some visible way 
of acquiring an honest livelihood, and of working iijr 
his craft, as becomes the members of this ancient and 
most honorable fraternity, who ought not only to earn 
what is sufficient for themselves and families, but like* 
vise something to spare for works^of charity, and for 
supporting the ancient grandeur and dignity of the 
royal craft. Every person desiring admission must 
also be upright in body, not deformed *or dismember- 
ed at the time of making, but. of hale and entire 
limbs, as a man ought to be/' 

Thus, you see, a strict, although private and im- 
partial, inquiry will be made into your character and 
ability, before you can be admitted into any Lodge ; 
and by the rules of Masonry, no friend, who may wish 
to propose you, can shew you any favor in this res- 
pect. @ut if you have a friend who is a Mason, and 
is every way satisfied in these various points an dpar- 
ticulars, his duty is described as follows, viz, 

SECTION IV. 

Concerning the proposing new Members in a Lodge, 

" Every person desirous of being made a Free, Ma- 
son in any Lodge shall be proposed by a member 
thereof, who shall give an account of the candidate's 
name, age, quality, title, trade, place of residence, 
description of his person, and other necessary requi- 
sites, as mentioned in the foregoing sections. And 
it is generally required that such proposal be also se- 
conded by some one or more members, who likewise 
know something of the canditate. Such proposal 
shall also be made in Lodge hours, at least one night 
before initiation ; in order that the brethren may have 



13 



MASOMIC 



sufficient time and opportunity to make a strict inquity 
mto the morals, character and circumstances of the 
Candidate ; for which purpose, a special committee is 
sometimes appointed." 

" Thb brother who proposes a candidate shall, at 
the same time, deposit such a sum of money for him 
as the rules or bye-laws of the lodge may require ; 
which is forfeited to the Lodge if the candidate should 
not attend according to his proposal ; but it is to be re- 
turned to him if he should not be approved or elected.' 
In case he is elected, he is to pay, in addition to his 
deposit, such further sum as the laws of the Lodge' 
may require, and clothe the Lodge or make some 
other present, if tiis circumstances will admit, and the 
brethren agree to accept the same for the benefit o£ 
the craft, and of distressed members," 

Having shewn that a strict inquiry will be made 
into your character, justice requires, that you should 
also be advised to be alike circumspect on your side, 
and to make inquiry into the character of the Lodge 
into which you desire admission ; for there is no ror- 
ceilenct without its opposite, and no true coin without 
its counterfeits. ; 

In the first place, then, you have a right, before 
admission, to desire your friend to shew you the war*? 
rant or disfiensation by which the Lodge is held ; which, 
if genuine, you will find to be an instrument printed 
or written upon parchment, and signed by some jno- 
ble Grand Master, his Deputy, and Grand Wardens, 
and Grand Secretary ; sealed with the Grand Lodge 
Seal : constituting particular persons, therein named, 
as Masters and Wardens, with full power to congre- 
gate and hold a Lodge at such a place, and therein 
41 make and admit Free-Masons, according to the 
most ancient and honorable custom of the royal crafti 
in all ages and nations, throughout the known world, 
with full power and authority to nominate and chuse 
their successors, &c. 

Yoir may also request the perusal of the bye-laws, 
which, being short, you may read in the presence of 
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your friend ; or he will read to you, and shew you also 
a list of the members of the Lodge ; by all which you 
will be the better able to judge, whether you would 
chuse to associate with them, and submit to be confor- 
mable to their rules, being thus free to judge for your- 
self, you will not be liable to the dangers of deception, 
lior of having your pocket picked by imposters, and 
of being perhaps afterwards laughed at into the bar- 
gaiu ; but on the contrary, you will be admitted into 
a society, where you will converse with men of honor 
and honesty ; be exercised in all offices of brotherly 
love ; and be made acquainted with mysteries of which 
it is not lawful to sfieak further, or to reveal out of the 
Lodge. 

CHAP. II. 

Of the Genera*' Regulations ornvng the ancimt 
Yokk Masons* 

*TTAVING in the foregoing chapter treated as 
IX briefly as possible " of the temper apd qualities 
required in those who wish to become Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons," next will follow those General Regu- 
lations, old as well as new, which more immediately 
concern operative Masons ; avoiding prolixity, and 
the insertion of such old regulations as are explained 
or supplied by subsequent ones, universally received 
and now in force in all the Lodges* 

SECTION I. 
Concerning a Lodge audits Government* 

1. A Lodge is a place in which Masons meet to 
work. The assembly, or organized body of Masons, 
is also called a Lodge ; justas the word Church is ex- 
pressive both of the congregation of the people, and of 
the place in which they meet to worship. 

9. The qualities requisite in those who are to be 
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admitted as members of a Lodge have been fully men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter ; and it is only neces- 
sary to repeat here in general that they are to be w men 
of good report, free born^ of mature age, hale and 
sound, not deformed or dismembered at the time of 
4heir making," 

3. A Lodge ought to assemble for work, at leas* 
once in each calendar month ; and must consist of one 
Master, two Wardens, senior and junior, one Secre- 
tary, one Treasurer, and as many members as the 
Master and the majority of the Lodge shall from time 
to time think proper ; although more than forty or fif- 
ty, when they can attend regularly, as the wholesome 
rules of the craft require, are generally found inconve- 
nient for working to advantage, and therefore when a 
Lodge comes to be thus numerous, some of the ablest 
master-workmen, and others under their direction, 
will obtain leave to separate, and apply to the Grand' 
Lodge for a Warrant to work by themselves, in order 
to the further advancement of the craft, as the laws 
hereafter to be delivered will more particularly shew. 
But such warrant cannot be granted to any number df 
Ma§Oft«j ner C2B a new Lodge be formed, unless there 
be among them thieb Master Masons, to be nomi- 
nated and installed officers, for governing and instruct- 
ing the brethren of such Lodge, and promoting them, 
in due time, according to their merit. 

4. Whek men of eminent quafity, learning, rank 
or wealth, apply to be made and admitted into the 
X.odge, they are to be accepted with proper respect, 
aftef due examination : for among such are often 
found thofe who afterwards prove good lords, or foun- 
ders of work ; excellent officers and the ablest design- 
era, to the great honor and strength of the Lodge. 
From among them also the fraternity can generally 
have some noble, honorable or learned Grand Master 
and other Grand Officers. But still these brethren 
are equally subject to all the charges and regulations, 
except in what more immediately concerns operative 
Masons, and their preferment) as well as the prefer- 
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toent of all other Masons, must be governed by the 
general rule ; that is to say, founded upon real worth 
and personal merit, and not upon mere seniority or 
any other particular rank or quality. 

5. In order that due decorum be observed, while 
the Lodge is engaged in what is serious or solemn, 
and for the preservation of secrecy and good harmony, 
a brother well skilled in the Master's part, shall be 
appointed and paid for tyling the Lodge door, during 
the time of communication* 

6. Evjsry Lodge shall keep a book containing their 
bye-laws, the names e-f their members, with a list of 
all the Lodges under the same Grand Lodge, and 
united in general communication^ with the usual times 
and places of meeting in such Lodges, and such other 
necessary parts of their transactions as are proper to 
be written. 

7. No Lodge shall make more than five new brethren 
at one time, unless by dispensation from the Grand 
Piaster, or Deputy in his absence ; nor shall any per- 
son be made or admitted a member of a Lodge with- 
out being proposed one I-odge night before, that due 

notice may be given to all the members to make the 
necessary inquiries into the candidate's character, and 
that there may be such unanimity in the election and 
admission of members as the laws require ; nor can 
there be any dispensation in this case, because una- 
nimity is essential to the being of every Lodge, and 
its own members are the best judges in this matter ; 
for if it were allowed that any foreign or even superior- 
jurisdiction might impose a fractious or disagreeable 
member upon them, it might destroy their harmony, 
and would intrench upon their Jiberty, to the great 
injury, if not the total dissolution of such Lodge. 

8. Eve by Lodge has the right to keep itself an en- 
tire body, and therefore no number of brethren can 
withdraw or separate themselves from the Lodge in 
which they were made, or were afterwards admitted 
members, unless such Lodge become too numerous 
for working ; nor even then, unless they pay all dues 
to their Lodge, and give them notice that they intend 
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to apply to the Grand Lodge for a dispensation to set 
parate ;\ in which case, if a dispensation is granted i 
they must either join themselves to such other Lodged 
as shall unanimously consent to receive them ; of the/ 
must obtain a warrant from the Grand Lodge to form 
themselves into anew Lodge. And rio set of Masons, 
without such warrant, shall ever* take upon themsefvefc 
to work together, or form any Lodge* 

9. Thi majority of every particular Lodge, wheit 
duly congregated, have the privilege of instructing 
their Masters and Wardens for their conduct in the 
Grand Lodge, and quarterly communications ; and 
all particular Lodges, in the same general communi* 
cation shall as much as possible, observe the same 1 
rules and usages, and appoint some of their member* 
to visit each other in the different Lodges as often as 
it may be convenient. ' 

10. The Precedency of Lodges is grounded on the 
Seniority of their constitution. : 

11. Ir any Lodge shall cease to meet regularly, for 
twelve months successively, its constitution shall be 
forfeited, and its name erased out of the Grand Lodge 
Book. 

12. That no Lodge shall make a Mason, efccept 
one made for the purpose of being a Tyltt) for a less 
sum than Fourteen Dollars. 

15. That there shall be no funeral processions of 
Masons, in the city of New- York, Without permission, 
from the Grand Master or his Deputy, nor in an^ 
other part of the State, without stich permission, or 
the permission of a regular constituted Lodge. 

SECTION II. \ 

The ancient manned of constituting' a Lodg&. 

A New Lodge, for avoiding many irregularities* 
Bbould be solemnly constituted by the Grand Master, 
with his Deputy and Wardens ; or in the Grand Mas- 
ter's absence, the Deputy acts for his Worship, the 
senior Grand Warden as Deputy, the junior Grand 
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Warden as the senior, and the present Master of n i 
Lodge as the junior : Or if the. Deputy is also ab- 
sent, the Grand Master may depute either of his 
Grand Wardens, who can appoint ethers to act as 
Grand Wardens, pro temficrc*. 

The Lodge being opened, and the candidates or 
b$mt Master and Wardens being yet among their fel- 
lows, the Grand Master shall ask his Deputy if he has 
examined them, and whether he finds the Master well 
skilled in the noble science and the royal art, and duly 
instructed in our mysteries* &c. The Deputy, an- 
swering in the affirmative, (shall by the Grand Mas- 
ter's order) take the candidate from amongst his ftfc 
lows, and present him to the Grand Master, saying* 
— " Right Worshipful Grand Master, the brethren 
here desire to be formed into a regular Lodge ; and 
I present my worthy brother A* B. to be (installed) 
their Master, whom, I know to be of good morals 
and great skill, true and trusty, and a lover of the 
whole fraternity, wheresoever dispersed over the face 
of the earth." 

Then the Grand Master, placing the candidate on 
his left hand, and having asked and obtained the un- 
animous consent of the brethren, hall say (after some 

* Whin tonstitutions are requiu J, and where the 
distance is so great as to render it impossible for the 
Grand Officers to attend, the Grand Master, or his 
t)eputy, issues a written instrument, under his hand 
.and private seal, to some worthy brother, who has 
been properly installed Master of a Lod^e, with full 
power to congregate, install, and constitute the peti- 
tioners. 

If the Grand faster, or Deputy, be absent, or, 
through sickness, rendered incapable of acting, the 
Grand Wardens, and Grand Secretary, jointly, may 
issue a like power under their hands and seal of the 
Grand Lodge ; provided the Grand Master has firs£ 
signed a warrant for holding such new Lodge : But 
the Grand Wardens must never issue any Masonid 
writings under their private seal or seals*; 
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other ceremonies and expressions) u I constitute and 
form these good brethren into a new regular Lodge, 
and appoint you Brother A. B. the Master of.it, 
not doubting of your capacity and care to preserve 
the cement of the Lodge, Sec. 

Upom this the Deputy, or some other brother fof 
bixtii shall rehearse the charge of a Master ; and the 
Grand Master shall ask the candidate, saying, Do 
you submit to these charges as Masters have done in 
all ages ? And the new Master signifying his cordial 
submission theretp, the Grand Master shall, by cer- 
tain significant ceremonies and ancient usages, instalT 
him, and present him his warrant, the Book of Con* 
stitutions, the Lodge Book, and the instruments of 
his office, one after another; and after each of them 
the Grand Master, bis Deputy, or some brother [of 
him, shall rehearse the charge that is suitable to the 
.thing present. 

Nbxt the members of this new Lodge, bowing alto* 
gether to the Grand Master, shall return his Worship 
their thanks, according to the custom of Masterp, and 
shall immediately do homage to their new master, and, 
as faithful craftsmen, signify their promise of subject 
tion & obedience to him, by the usual congratulations^ 

The Deputy and Grand Wardens, and any o^her 
brethren who are not members of this new Lodge, 
shall next congratulate the new Master, and he shall 
return his becoming acknowledgements, as MasteV 
Masons, first to the Grand Master and grand officers, 
and to the rest in their order. 

Thi m the Grand Master orders the new Master t# 
enter immediately upon the exercise of his office, and , 
calling forth, his senior Warden, a fellow craft* (Mas- 
ter Mason) presents him to the Grand Master lor hi* 
Worship's approbation, and to the new Lodge for 
their consent : upon which the senior or junior Grand 
Warden, or some brother for him, shall rehearse the 

* They were called fellow-crafts, because the M^ 
tons of old times never gave any man the title o# 
Master Mason until he had first passed the chauv 
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charge of a Warden, &c. of a private Lodge, and he 
Signifying' his cordial submission thereto, the new 
plaster shall present him singly with the several in- 
struments of his office, and, in ancient manner and 
flue form,.instalI him* in his proper place. 

In like manner, the new Master shall call forth his 
junior Warden, who shall be a Master Mason, and pre- 
sented, as above, to the junior Grand Warden, or some 
other brother in his stead, and shall, in the above man- 
tier, be installed in his proper place ; and the brethren 
of this new Lodge shall signify their obedience to 
,these new Wardens, by the usual congratulations 
idue to Wardens. 

The Grand Master then gives all the brethren joy 
**>f their Master and Wardens, &c. and recommends 
harmony, &c. hoping their only contention will be, a 
laudible emulation of cultivating the royal art, and the 
Social virtues, 

Then the Grand Secretary, or some brother fop 
fcim, by the Grand Master's order, in the name of 
khe Grand Lodge, declares and proclaims this new 
JLodge duly constituted No. &c. 
* Upon which all the new Lodges together, after the 
'custom of. Masters, return their hearty and sincere 
thanks for the honor of this constitution. 

The Grand Master also orders the Grand Secre- 
tyry to register this new Lodge in the Grand Lodge 
Book, and to notify the same to the other particular 
XiOdges ; and after some other ancient customs and 
demonstrations of joy and satisfaction, he orders the 
senior Grand Warden to close the Lodge. 
SECTION III.— -Concerning the Behaviour of Masons, 
as Members of a Lodge.— I. Of Attendance 

Every brother ought to belong to some regular 
Lodge, and should always appear therein properly 
^loathed, and in clean and decent apparel, truly sub- 
jecting himself to all its bye-laws and the general re* 

* The Grand Wardens generally install the War- 
dens at the new institutions ; as being best qualified 
for transacting such business. 
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gulations. He must attend all meeting*, whetnafr 
•tated or emergent, when duly summoned, unless bb 
can offer to the Master and Warden* such plea of ne- 
cessity for his absence as the said laws and regulaV 
tions may admit. 

By the ancient rules and usages of Masonry, whicfi 
are generally adopted among the bye-laws of etfery 
Lodge, no plea was judged sufficient to excuse any 
absentee, unless he could satisfy the Lodge that he 
Wussick, lame, in conftnement,upwards of three miles 
from the place of meeting, or detained by some ex- 
traordinary and unforeseen necessity. 

2. Of Working. 

All Masons should work faithfully and honestly, 
AH the working hours appointed by law, or confirm- 
ed by custom, are to be strictly observed "under the 
penalties and fines hereafter to be laid down. The 
hours of working are— " from seven o'clock in the 
evening till ten, between the 25th of March and the 
25th of 'September ; and from six till nine between 
*the 25th of September and the a5th of March. M 

The Master and brethren shall faithfully finish their 
work, whether task or journey ; nor shall they take the 
work at task which hath been accustomed to journey. 
No ne shall envy a brother's prosperity, nor supplant 
or put him out of his work, if capable of finishing it. 

All Masons shall meekly receive their wage* 
without murmuring, nor desert the Master till the 
work is finished. They must avoid all unbecoming * 
modes of expression, and call each other brother. 
They shall instruct the younger brethren to beep me 
bright and expert workmen. But, as free and ac- 
cepted Masons, they must not allow Coivans to work 
with them ; nor even be themselves employed by 
Cowans, without an urgent necessity. And when 
such necessity happens, they shall have a separate 
communication, and not suffer Cowans to learn frorn> 
them.; nor any laborer to be employed in the proper 
work of Free Masons.' 

3. Of Behavior in the Lodge while often. . 

Win 1*5 the Lodge is open for work, Masons must 
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IkWbo private conversation or committees) without 
ieave from the Master ; nor talk of any thing foreign 
or impertinent to the work in hand, nor interrupt the 
Master or Wardens, or any brother addressing him- 
self to the Chair; nor act ludicrously while the Lodge 
is .engaged in what is serious or solemn ; but every 
.l>rother shall pay due reverence to the Master an4 
Wardens, and all his fellows, and put them to worship* 
Every brother found guilty of a fault shall stand 
4© the award of the Lodge, unless he appeals to the 
- Grand Lodge, 

No private piques, or quarrels about nations, fa- 
milies, religion or politics, must be brought within 
the doors of the Lodge ; as being directly contrary to 
the rules already laid down— Masons, as such, being 
there declared to be the oldest catholic and universally 
acknowledged religion, likewise of all nations ; boun$ 
-to live upon the square, level and plumb of each other ; 
following the steps of their predecessors in cultivat- 
ing the peace and harmony of the Lodge without dis- 
. Unction of sect or political party. 

- s 

Of Behavior after the Lodge ** closed and before the 
Brethren depart home* 

When, the Lodge is closed, and the labor finished 
•the brethren before they depart home to their rest, 
*inav enjoy themselves with innocent mirth, enlivened 
and exalted with their own peculiar songs and sub- 
lime pieces of music ; treqtiag one another according 
to ability, but avoiding. < all excess and compulsion) 
both in eating and drinking; considering each other, 
in theliours bothof labor and" festivity, as always free. 
And therefore no brother is to be hindered from go- 
ing home when he pleases ; for although, after Lodge 
hours, Masons are as other men, yet if they should 
-fall into excess, the blame, though unjustly, may be 
• cast upon tbt? fraternity, by the ignorant or the envl* 
©us world* 

c 3 
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"SECTION IV.—Concer.iig the Behavior of 

h their private Character— \* When a nuthb&r of 
Brethren happen to meet, without any Grangers among 
them, and not in a farmed Lodge. 
Tn such case you are to salute each other in a cour- 
teous manner, as you are, or may be instructedin the 
Lodge, calling each other brother ; and freely com- 
municating hints of knowledge, but without disclos- 
ing seems, unless to those who have given long proof 
of their taciturnity and honor; and taking care in all 
your actions and conversation that you are neither 
overseen or overheard of strangers. In this friendly 
intercourse, no brother shall derogate from the res- 
pect due to another, were he not a Mason. For tho* 
all Masons as brothers, "are upon the level, yet Ma* „ 
sonry, as was said in a former section, divests no man 
of the honors due to him before, or that may becdwie 
due after, he was made a Mason. On the contrary, it 
increases his respect, teaching us to add to all his 
other honors, those wine* as Masons we cheerfatty 
pay to an eminent brother; distinguishing him above 
all his rank and station, and serving him readily ac» 
cording to our ability. 

2 When in the presence of Strangers who are not Masons* 
Before those who are not Masons, you must be 
cautious in your words and carriage ; so that the most 
penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover what 
is not proper to be intimated. The impertinent and 
ensnaring questions, or ignorant and idle discourse of 
those who seek to pry into the secrets and mysteries 
of the craft, must be prudently answered and managed, 
or the discourse wisely diverted to another subject* 
as your discretion and duty shall direct. 

3. When at home and in your Neighborhood. 
Masons ought to be moral men, fully qualified aj» 
is required in the foregoing sections, and charges. 
Consequently they should be good husbands, good 
parents, good sons and good neighbors ; avoiding all 
excess injurious to themselves or families, and wise 
as to all affairs, both of their own household and of 
the Lodge, for certain reasons known to then\selv*s. 
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Of Behavior towards a Foreign Brother or Stranger* 
- You are cautiously to examine a stranger or foreign 
tbrother as prudence and the rules of the craft direct, 
that you may not be imposed upon by a pretender ; 
4md if you discover any one to be such, you are to re- 
;>ject him with scorn, taking care to give him no hints. 
But such* as are found to be true and faithful, you are f 
-to respect as brothers, according to what is directed 
above ; relieving them, if in want, to your utmost pow- 
•cp ; or directing them how to find relief, and employ- 
ing them if you can, or else recommending them to 
'employment. 

Of Behaviour behind a Brother's back as well as be/ire 
his face, 

Fr« b and accepted Masons have ever been charge^ 
to avoid all manner of slandering, and back-biting of 

'true and faithful brethren, with all malice and unjust 
resentment, or talking disrespectfully of a brother's 
person or>performance. Nor must they suffer others 

ito spread unjust reproaches or oalumnies against a 
brother behind his back, nor to injure him in his for- 
tune, occupation or character ; but they shall defend 
such a brother, and give him notice of any danger or 

i injury wherewith he may be threatened, to enable him 
to escape the same, as far as is consistent with honor, 
prudence, and the safety of religion, morality, and 

* state, but no further 

6* Concerning Difference and Law- Suits, if any such 
should unhappily arise among Brethren* 
If a brother do you injury, or if you have any dif- 

* ference with him about any worldly or temporal bu- 
siness or interest, apply first to your own or his Lodge, 
to have the matter in dispute adjusted by the brethren. 
And if either party be not satisfied with the determin- 
ation of the Lodge, an appeal may be carried to the 
Grfjnd Lodge ; and you are never to enter into a law- 
suit, till the matter cannot be decided above. And 
if it be a matter that wholly concerns Masonry, law- 
-suits are to be entirely avoided, and the good advice 
of prudent brethren is to be followed, as they are tfec 
best referees of such differences. 
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But where references areehber impractical or cp*> 
successful, and courts of law or equity must at fas* 
decide } you must still follow the general rules of Ma- 
sonry already laid down, avoiding all wrath, malice* 
rancour, and personal ill-will, in carrying on the salt 
with a brother ; neither saying nor doing any thinf^ 
to prevent the continuance or renewal of that brother- 
ly love and friendship which are the glory and cement 
4>f tills ancient fraternity. 

Thus shall we shew to all the world the benign ht* 
fluence of Masonry, as wise, true and faithful brethren, 
before us, have done from the beginning of time ; and 
as all who shall follow us, and would be thought wotv 
thy of that name, will do till architecture shall be dis- 
solved with the great fabric of the world, in the last 
general coniagration ! 

These charges and sueh others as- shall be given ft* 
you, in a way that cannot be written, you are strictly 
and conscientiously to observe ; and that they may be 
She * better observed) they should be -read or made 
known to new brethren at their making ; and at other 
times as the Master shall direct. 

AMEN ! SO MOTE IT BE ! 

* Of the Master of a Lodge, his Election, Office & Duty* 

- No brother can be Master of a Lodge till he ha* 
first served the office of a Warden somewhere ; unless 
in extraordinary cases, or when a new Lodge is to he 
fornied, and no past or former warden is to be found 
amongst the members. In such cases, three Master 
Masons, although they have served in no former of- 
fices (if they be well learned) may be. constituted Mks* 
ter and Wardens of such new Lodge or of any old 
Lodge in the like emergency. 

Thk Master of every Lodge shall be annually 
chosen, by ballot on the stated Lodge night, next be- 
fore the festival of Saint John the Evangelist/ Each* 
free member hath one vote, and. the Master two votes 
where the number of votes happens to be equal ; 
otherwise he has but one vole. 

Whi n the ballot is closed, the former Master shall 
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iben carefully examine the ballots, * and audibly de* 
elare him that hath the majority of votes duly elected* 
The Master-elect shall then nominate one for the 
Senior Warden's chair, and the present Master and 
brethren shall nominate one in opposition ; and in case 
of such nomination, both of them shall withdraw till 
the ballot is closed as aforesaid ; after which they 
shall be called before the Master, and the ballots shall 
be examined and declared by him as above directed ; 
and in like manner shall the Lodge proceed in the 
choice of all the inferior officers; great care being- 
taken that none be put in nomination, for favor or a£ 
fection, birth or fortune, exclusive of the considera- 
tion of real merit, and ability to fill his office, for the 
honor and advancement of Masonry. No Mason 
chosen into any office can refuse to serve, without in- 
curring the penalties laid down in the chapter of fines, 
unless he has served in the same ©ffice_before. The 
Master of every regular Lodge, thus duly elected and 
installed, has it in special charge, (as appurtenant to 
his office, duty and dignity) to see that all the bye- 
Jaws of his Lodge, as well as the general regulations 
from the Grand Lodge, be duly observed ; that his 
Wardens discharge their office faithfully, and be ex- 
amples of diligence and sobriety to the craft ; that 
true and exact minutes and entries of all proceedings, 
be made and kept by the Secretary ; that the Trea- 
surer keep and render exact and just ^accounts of the 
Stated times, according to the bye-laws and orders of 
the Lodge ; and in general, that all the goods and 
monies belonging to the body be truly managed and 
dispensed, according to the vote and direction of the 
inajority, 

• The Master shall further take care that no appren- 
tice or fellow craft be taken into his house or Lodge, 
unless he has sufficient employment for him, and finds 
him to be duly qualified, according to the rules be- 
fore laid down, for learning or understanding the sub* 
lime mysteries of the art. Thus shall such appren- 
tices, when expert in the business of their apprentice- 
ship! be admitted, upon further improvement, a $ 
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fellow-crafts ; and, in due tfme, be raised to the aubf 
lime degree of Master- Masons ; animated with the 
prospect of passing in future through all the higher 
honors of Masonry, viz. those of Wardens and Mas- 
ters of their Lodges, and perhaps at length Grand} 
Wardens and Grand Masters of all the Lodges, 
according to their merit. , ^ 

'£ he mast i r of a particular Lodge has the righjt 
and authority of calling his Lodge, or congregating* 
the members into a chapter, at pleasure, upon the apt 
plication of any of the brethren, and upon any emer, 
gency and occurrence which in his judgment may re* 
quire their meeting ; and he is to fill the Chair whety 
present. It is likewise his duty, together with hit 
Wardens, to attend the Grand Lodge, at the quarter* 
ly communications, and also the Steward's Lodge, 
and such occasional or special grand communication! 
as the good of the craft may require, when duly sum- 
moned by the Grand Secretary, and within such re&« 
aonable distance of the place of holding the Gramj 
Lodge, as the laws of the same may have ascertained 
on that head. When the Grand or Steward's Lodge* 
and at general as well as special communications, the 
Master and Wardens^ or either of them, hare full 
power and authority to represent their Lodge, and &q 
transact all matters relative thereto, as well anxi truljr 
as if the whole body were there present. 

The Master has the right of appointing somt 
brother, who is most commonly the Secretary of th* 
Ladjfe, to keep the book of b? e-laws, and other law^ 
given to the Lodge, by the proper authority ; and iu 
this .book shall also be kept the names of all the mem* 
bers of the Lodge, and a list of all the Lodges withia, 
the same grand communication, with the usuni time* 
<and places of their meeting. w 

That no Lodge be removed without the masts*** 
knowledge, nor any motion made for that purpose in 
the Lodge when he is absent. But if the master bet 
present, and a motion be made formoving the Lpdga 
to some other more convenient place, within the din 
trict assigned jn the warrant of quch Lodge, and i| 
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<he said motion be seconded, the master shall order 
summonses to the members of the Lodge, specifying 
the business, and appointing a day for hearing and 
determining the affair, at least ten days before, and 
the determination shall be made by the majorityi But 
Jf the master is not of the majority, the Lodge shall 
Hot be removed, unless full two*thirds of the members 
present have voted for such removal. 

But if the master refuse to direct such summon* 
to be issued, upon a motion duly made as aforesaid* 
then either of the Wardens may direct the same, and 
if the Master neglect to attend on the day fixed, the 
Warden may preside in determining the affair in the 
rnannar above prescribed. But the Lodge shajl not* 
in the Master's absence, on such special call, enter 
upon any other cause or business, but what is parti* 
cularly mentioned in the said summons* 

If the Lodge is thus regularly ordered to be remove 
td, the Master or Warden shall send notice to the 
Grand Secretary, that such removal may be notified 
and duly entered in the Grand Lodge books at the* 
fcext Grand Lodge. 

N. B. It is also a good method to have a certificate 
from the Grand Lodge, that such removal hath been 
allowed, confirmed, and duly registered in their 
books ; which will be a business of course, unless an 
appeal be lodged against such removal by the minority, 
and then a hearing will be given to both parties in the 
Grand Lodge, before such removal be confirmed or 
registered in the books* 

. SECTION VL— Of (he Wardens of a Lodge. 

1. None but Ma stmr- Ma sons can be Wardens ot 
& Lodge. The manner of their eltction, and several 
of their duties, being connected with the eltction and 
duties of the master, have been mentioned in the 
former section* 

2. The senior Warden succeeds to all the duties 
of the master, and fills the Chair when he is absent. 
Or if the master goes abroad on business, resigns* 
demits, or is deposed, the senior Warden shall forth* 
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With fill his place till the next stated time of elfccfSoTN 
And although it was formerly held, that in such case* 
the Master's authority ought to revert to the last 
past Master/ who is present, yet it is now the settled 
rule that the authority devolves upon the Senior War* 
den, and in his absence, upon the Junior Warded 
even although a former Master be present. But thtf 
Wardens will generally wave this privilege in honor 
of any past Master that may be present, and will eafl 
on him to take the Chair, upon the presumption-otf 
his experience and skill in conducting the business o^ 
the Lodge. Nevertheless such past Master still de* 
rives his authority under the Senior Warden, fend 
cannot act until he congregates the Lodge. If none 
of the officers be present^nor any former Master to 
take the Chair, the members according to seniority 
and merit shall fill the places of the absent officers. > 
The business of the Wardens in the Lodge is, ge- 
nerally, to assist the Master in conducting the busi- 
ness thereof, and managing the craft, in due order 
and form, when the Master is present ; and in doing 
his duties, as above set forth, when he is necessarily 
absent, all which is to be learned from the foregoing 
section, particular Lodges do likewise, by their by-- 
laws, assign particular duties to the Wardens for their 
own better government ; which such Lodges have a 
right to do, provided they transgress not the old land- 
marks, nor in any degree violate the true genius an^ 
spirit of Masonry. 

SECTION VII — Of the Secre&abt of a Lodges • 

The Secretary shall keep a regular register or re* 
cord of all transactions and proceedings of the Lodge, 
that are fit to be committed to writing ; which shall 
be faithfully entered in the Lodge-books, from the mfc 
nutes taken in the open Lpdge, after being duly read, 
amended, if necessary, and approved of, before the 
close of every meeting ; in order that the said trans-* 
actions, or authentic copies thereof, may be laid be* 
fore the Grand Lodge, once m every quarter, if 
quired* ' 
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particular, the secretary shall keep exact lists ot 
aU ihe members of the Lodge, with the times of ad- 
Hussion of all new members ; and annually, on, or be* 
fore tfce first Wednesday in June, shall prepare, and 
•cod to the Secretary pf the Grand Lodge, the list ot 
msjnbers for tfie time being, which shal) be signed not 
$nly by the new installed officers of each Lodge, but 
also by the last past officers ; to the intent that the 
Grand Secretrry, and consequently the members of 
the Grand Lodge* may be at all times enabled to 
koow the names ,and number of members in eaph 
Lodge under their jurisdiction, with the hand-writing 
af the different officers ; and to pay all due respect td 
the btethren recommended or certified by them from 
time to timei 

; SECTION Vill.— Of the The a surer of a Lodge. 

Th e Treasurer is to receive and keep exact accounts 
of all monies raised, or paid in according to rule, for, 
the advancement of the Lodge and benefit of the bre- 
tfiren ; and to pay all orders duly drawn upon him by 
the authority of the Lodge* He is to keep regular en- 
fries both of his receipts and disbursements ; and to 
have his books and vouchers always ready for examin- 
ation at such stated times as the bye-laws require, or 
when specially calltd upon by order of the Master 
and brethren. 

. The Treasurer is likewise to have the charge and 
custody of the chest, jewels and furniture of the 
Lodge ; unless when the Master and majority may 
judge it more convenient to appoint some other res- 
ponsible brother for that particular duty ; or when 
the officers of the Lodge may take the charge imme- 
diately upon themselves. The warrant in particular is 
\n the charge and custody of the Master. 

SECTION YY^—Cfthe Ttler of a Lodge. 
Trk Tykr shall be a Master Mason, of knowledge 
and experience ; and generally a brother is to be pre- 
ferred, to whom the fees of the office may be. neces- 
sary and serviceable, on . account of hi&particul*f cir- 
cumstances. 



MASONIC 



His duty is fixed by custom and known to efl giy 
brother; and his chief charge is, not to admit any per- 
son, not even a member, while the Lodge is sitting* 
without the knowledge and consent of the presiding 
officer ; neither shall he admit any visitor, that Is not 
a member of a warranted Lodge, a seoond time, so* 
journers producing certificates excepted. 

— 

CHAPTER III. 
SECTION L — Of the Grand Lodge in general* 

THE Grand Lodge consists of, and is formed bjj, 
the Masters and Wardens of all the regular par- 
ticular Lodges upon record, with the Grand Master 
at their head, the Deputy Grand Master on bis left, 
and the Grand Wardens in their proper places ; at- 
tended also by the Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Tyler, Grand Pursuivant, and other necessary 
officers, as will be explained in their proper places. 
But though the Master and Wardens of all Lodges on 
record have seats and a voice in every Grand Lodge- 
General, yet particular Grand Lodges are composed 
properly of the officers of the different regular Lodge* 
under the same distinct Grand Jurisdiction ; and to 
form such Grand Lodge, there must be present, on 
due and legal notice, no less than the Masters and 
Wardens of five regular Lodges, together with one at 
least X&nd where possible or convenient, all) of the 
prand: officers at their head. 

No ntw Lodge is owned, nor can their officers be 
admitted into the Grand Lodge, until such new Lodge 
is first regularly constituted by the authority of the 
Grand Lodge, and registered in the same. 

All past Grand Masters, past Deputy Grand Mas- 
ters, past Grand Wardens, and past Masters of war- 
ranted Lodges on record, whilst they continue mem- 
bers of any regular lodge, are likewise, by courtesy, 
as well as by custom, considered as members of, and 
admitted to vote in ail Grand Lodges* By courtesy 
also* past Grand Stcretaries 9 and Grand Treasurer** 
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4*Are Ike same privilege of sitting in all the Grand 
Lodges, and voting in such matters, as, by the rules ot, 
the grand lodge, they mjght or could have voted in, 
while in office. 

. No Master, Warden, or other member of the grand 
jodge.shftil ever attend the same, without the jewels 
which he ought to wear, in his own particular lodge, 
except for some good and sufficient reason to be allowed 

• of in the grand .lodge. And when the officer of any 
particular lodge, from such urgent business or neces- 
sity as may regularly plead his excuse, cannot per- 
sonally attend the Grand Lodge, he may nominate 

*aild send a brother of his lodge, with his jewel and 
ciaalhing, to supply his room, and support the honor 
-of his lodge in the Grand Lodge, provided such bro- 

-ther hath heretofore been in the same office with the 

•brother who deputes him, or in some higher office* 

• Andy that if a single brother is deputed to represent 
^di the officers of any particular lodge, and consequent- 
ly birch lodge itself, in the Grand Lodge, he ought 

not to be under the rank of a past Master, or one who 
lath otherwise duly past the Chair in some regular 
-fodgie. 

• A Brother of eminence, and of the rank of Master, 
'having business, or whose attendance is necessary 
in any point of evidence or intelligence, may be ad- 

-mitted into the Grand Lodge upon motion, or leave 
asked and given ; but suck brother thus admitted shaty 
'$av% no vote, nor be allowed to speak to any question, 
.irothottt leave, w unless desired to give. his opinion, 

• Tas Grand Lodge must meet four times a year 
«, statedly, for quarterly communications, and shall also 
. have occasional meetings and adjournments monthly 

or otherwise, as business may require ; and such meet- 
ings shall be held in the Grand Lodge room only, un- 
less for some particular reason the Grand Master 
should think lit to appoint some other place of special 
meeting. 

ALh matters in the Grand Lodge are determined 
by -a majority of votes, each member having one vote, 
.and the Grand Master two votes* unless the Grand 
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. Lodge leave any particular thing to the deiernumtioa 
of the Grand Master, for the sake of expedition. . 
The tnam business of tl% Grand Lodge, whether oP 
( quarterly communications or other meetings, ia seri- 
ously to discourse of) and sedately to consider, transact 
and settle all matters that concern the prosperity, of 
the craft and the fraternity in general, or private lodges 
and single brethren in particular. Here, therefore, 
all differences that cannot be made up and accom- 
modated privately, nor by a particular lodge, are to "be 
seriously considered and decided* And if any bro- 
ther think himself aggrieved by such decision, he may 
by lodging an appeal in writing with the Grand Se* 
cretary, have the matter re-heard, and finally deter- 
mined upon at the next ensuing quarterly communi- 
cation, provided it be not the annual Grand Lodge, or 
either of the festivals of St. John ; on which, by the 
new and wise regulations, it is agreed and ordered 
that no petitions or appeals shall be heard, nor any 
business transacted, that tends to interrupt the bar* 
mony of the assembly, but all shall be referred to the 
next Grand Lodge, or Steward's Lodge. And in ge- 
neral, whatever business cannot be transacted or finish* 
ed at any one meeting of the Grand Lodge, may be 
'either adjourned to the next meeting of the same, or f 
m the mean while, referred to a proper committee, 
to be by them maturely heard, considered and report- 
ed upon to the sakl next meeting* 

It is the prerogative of the Grand Lodge, and the 
Right Worshipful Grand Master has full power and 
and authority, (when the grand lodge is duly atsem* 
bled) to make or cause to be made in his Worship's 
presence, free and accepted Masons at sight, and such 
making is good ; but they cannot be made out of ids 
Worship's presence, without his written dispensation 
for that purpose ; nor is any warranted Lodge obliged 
to receive any of the persons so made as members, 
except by vote, and with the full consent of. the body 
of such Lodge. But the Right Worshipful Gtand 
Master, with the authority of the Grand Lodge, may 
grant them a warrant, and form them into anew 
Lodge. 
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* /ftes officers of all private lodges, under the juris- 
diction* of the grand lodge, shall at every quarterly 
communication, (except the country lodges, which 
shall annually on or before the festival of St. John the 
-Baptist) deliver an exact list of such members as have 
' been made, or even admitted by them, since the last 

preceding communication ; and books shall be kept 

* in the grand lodge, by some able brother to be ap- 
pointed Grand Secretary, in which the said lists and 
returns shall be duly recorded, together with all the 
lodges in communication, the usual times and places 
of their forming, and the names of all their members. 
In the said books are also to be registered, all the 
proceedings and other affairs of the grand lodge, which 
are proper to be written. 

The Grand Lodge shall likewise consider of the 
most prudent and effectual means of collecting and 
managing what money may accrue 1 to the general cha- 
rity fund, agreeable to the rules hereinafter inserted 
for that purpose*. And for the better conducting of 
this business they must have a treasurer, whose duty 
and privileges, as a member of the grand lodge, will 
be laid down under the head of grand treasurer. 

SECTION ll^Ofthe Election of the Grand Master* ' 

Th e Grand Lodge must meet in some convenient 
place, in order to elect new or re-appoint the old offi- 
cers, and such election, or reappointment, shall 
fceld - or made on the first Wednesday in June, in 
0rder that the grand lodge may be completely organiz- 
ed, and duly prepared for the celebration of the anim- 
al feast, and other important business of the season. 

But although it is the inherent right of the grand 
lodge i<y choose a new grand master, as well as his 
deputy and other grand officers yearly by ballot, if a 
majority of the grand lodge should so require, yet 
Much has been the harmony of all grand lodges, a» 
far hack as can be remembered, a few instances only 
excepted; that the general usage for the reappoint** 
nvent or new election of the Gran4 Master and other 
gfahd ofitcerf, is as follows, vi*. r 

d2 * 
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Application is to be made to the present Grand 
Master by his deputy, or, if he neglects it, by some 
©Cher brother appointed by the grand lodge, at leas* 
one month before St. John the Baptist's day, in order 
to know whether it will be convenient for his Worship 
to favor or honor the fraternity with his services and 
continuance in office for another year. If he consents 
to continue, then one of the grand lodges, deputed for 
that purpose, shall represent to the brethren his wor- 
ship's good government and other valuable qualities ; 
and, in the name of the grand lodge, shall humbly 
request the favor or honor of his continuance in of- 
fice another year. If he accepts of this nomination/ 
and re-appointment in such address to the lodge as be 
may think suitable and proper, the Grjxd SsckBtAMtt 
shall thrice proclaim him aloud——-* 

Gbahb Master ojf Masons* 

All the members of the grand lodge shaft then 
lute him in due form (if present) according to the an- 
cient and laudable custom of Masons. 

But if on such application (to be made as aforesaid 
one month at least before St John the Baptist's day.) 
the present grand master should declare it incoft* 
venient for him to continue another year in office, h^s , 
advice and remommendation are then to be requested , 
concerning some able and fit brother as his successor, 
who on .the day of election is to be proposed to the 
grand lodge, with any other brother or brethren who 
may be put in nomination by two or more members. * 
And the election shall be made either by holding up of 
hands or by ballot, as may be agreed by the majority * 
on motion made and seconded for that purpose ; pro* '■ 
vided always, that the brother recommended by tea 
Grand Master in office, as his successor, be the first - 
voted for, either by holding up the hands or by ballot, 
and if he is not chosen, the other candidates in the or- 
der they were proposed, tiH one has the majority of- 
voices or ballots. When the election is thua made? - 
he is to be proclaimed, installed and saluted, as above 
set forth, if present ; but if not present a day is to ^ 
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tppohftCcd for this ceremony, which is a most noble 
and grand one, but not to be described in writing;, nor 
ever to beluiown by any but true Master Masons* 
The ceremony of installing the new grand master is 
to* fee conducted by the last grand master, but he may 
nevertheless order any brother well skilled in the ce- 
remony to assist , him, or to act as his deputy on the 
- occasion. 

1 r the present Grand Master should be at a distance 
from the grand lodge at the time proposed for request- 
ing his continuance in office, or his recommendation 
of a successor ; or if the successor he may recom- 
mend should be at a distance, the grand Secretary 
shall in behalf of the lodge, write to one or both of 
them as the ease may require, in order to be inform- 
ed of their intentions, should the choice or appoint* 
ment of grand Master fall upon them ; and copies of 
such letters, as well as of the answers, shall be in- 
serted in the grand Lodge books. 

In case the new grand Master, when nominated or 
chosen as above, cannot attend at the time appointed 
for his installment, he may be installed by proxy, on 
signifying his acceptance of the office ; but such proxy 
must be either the last or a former grand Master, or 
else a very reputable past Master. 

SECTION III Of the Election or Jfiflointment of tilt 

■The last Grand Master thus continued, or a new 
grand Master thus appointed and installed, it hath al- 
ways been considered as his inherent right to nomi- 
nate and appoint the Deputy Grand Master, either the 
last or a new one ; because as the grand Master is ge- 
nerally a brother of the first eminence, and cannot be 
supposed able to give his attendance on every emer- 
gency, it hath been always judged necessary not only 
to allow him a deputy, but that such deputy should 
be a person in whom he can perfectly confide, and 
with whom he can have full harmony ; for which rea«> 
son it is proper that the grand Master should have 
{he nomination of his deputy $ although; as aforesaid; 
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caaes may arise whdn the grand Lodge may exerctae 
the right of rejecting the grand Master's nomination, 
and of choosing for them selves ; of which cases (al- 
though they seldom happen) a majority of the lodge 
can only be judges. The deputy grand Master being 
thus continued, or a new one appointed or chosen as 
above, he shall be proclaimed, saluted and congratu- 
lated in due form on his first appearance in the lodge », 
for neither the Deputy nor the grand Wardens can oe 
allowed to appear by proxy, this being the sole priK 
rogative of the grand Master* • 

SECTION IV.— Qf the Election of Gujnd Wardens.. 

Th a grand Lodge has the right of electing the grand 
•Wardens, and any member has a right to propose 
one or both the candidates, either the old Wardens, 
or new ones ; and the two persons who have the ma^ 
jw'dy of votes or ballots, still preserving due harmony* 
.are declared duly elected. 

SECTION V. — Of the Nomination, appointment, and: 
office of the Grand Secrb *tA tt r. 

The office of grand Secretary hath become of very 
great importance in the grand lodge, from the multi- 
plicity of matters committed to his care, and from 
the abilities and learning requisite in the management 
of them. All the transactions of the lodgfe are to be 
drawn into form and duly recorded by him. AH pe- 
titions, applications and appeals are to pass through 
his hands. No warrant, certificate or instrument «f 
writing from the grand lodge is authentic without his 
attestation and signature, and his affixing the grand 
seal as the laws require. The general correspondence 
•with lodges and brethren over the whole world, is to 
•be managed by him agreeable to the voice of ttoe grand 
lodge, and directions of the grand Master or his de- 
puty ; whom he must, therefore, be always ready to 
attend, with his assistants or clerks, and the books of 
the lodge, in order to give all necessary information 
concerning the. general state of matters, and what is 
proper to be upon any emergency^ • - , 
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Fo* these reasons, at every annual election or ap- 
pointment of grand officers, 'the nomination or ap- 
pointment of the grand Secretary is considered as the 
- inherent right of the grand Master, being properly his 
Amanuensis, and an officer as necessary to him as his 
Deputy* It is therefore held, under the old regulati- 
ons, which yet stand unrepealed, that if the grand 
lodge should disapprove either of the Deputy Grand 
Master, or Grand Secretary, they cannot disannul their 
appointment without choosing a new grand Master, by 
which all his appointments will be rendered void. 
But this is a case which hath but very seldom hap- 
pened, and which all true Masons hope there never 
will beany occasion to make a provision against. 

The Grand Secretary, by virtue of his office, is a 
member of the grand lodge, and .hath the right of ap* 
pointing his own assistant or clerk. But such assisjt- 
( ant or clerk must be a Master Mason, and shall not 
* be a member of the grand lodge by virtue of his ap- 
pointment, nor speak without being permitted, unless 
he hath otherwise a right, by having passed the chair 
in the grand or some regular private lodge. 

SECTION VI.— Of the Election and Office of Gram? 

TREA8URLR. 

Twb Grand Treasurer is elected by the body of the 
grand Lodge, in the same manner as the grand War- 
dens ; he being considered an officer peculiarly re- 
sponsible to all the members in due form assembled 
a.M having the charge of their common stock and pro- 
perty. For to him is committed the care of all money 
raised for the general charily and other uses of the 
grand Lodge ; an account of which he is regularly to 
enter into a book, with the respective uses for which 
the several sums are intended. He is likewise to pay 
out, expend or disburse the same upon such orders, 
signed, as the rules of the grand lodge in this respect 
shajl allow to be valid. 

Th* grand Treasurer, by virtue of his office, is a 
member of the grand lodge. He hath a right to ap- 
point an assistant or clerk, who must be a Master Ma* 
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son, but shall aswe no vote, nor be, a member of sfce 
f^rand Lodge, nor apeak without being permitted* ua* 
lesi otherwise entitled to a seat or vote. 

The Grand Treasurer, or his assistant or clerk* 
shall always be present in the lodge, and ready .to at- 
tend the grand Master and other grand officer*, with 
his books for his inspection when required ; and lite* 
wise any grand committee that may be appointed lor 
adjusting and examining his accounts. 

SECTION VII. — Of the GRAKnTTL&R and Gtuiip 

PUR8U1VANT. 

These officers of the grand lodge must be Master 
Masons, but none of them are members of the grarid 
lodge, nor allowed to speak without orders. The Ty- 
ler's duly is to guard the door on the outwardside, la 
see that none but members enter, and to summon trie 
members on special occasions and emergencies, by or- 
der of the grand Master or his deputy, signified to hihv 
under the hand of the grand Secretary, or his assist- 
ant or clerk. 

The business of the Pursuivant is to stand at the In. 
wardside of the door and to report the names and titles, 
of all who want admittance, as reported to him by tne 
Tyler. He is also to go upon messages, and perform 
sundry other services known only in the lodge. 

The Grand Deacons, whose duty is well known in 
the grand lodge, as particular assistants to the grand 
t Master and senior Warden in conducting the business 
of the lodge, are always members of the same ; and 
may be either nominated occasionally on every lodge 
night, or appointed annually by the grand Master Or 
presiding officer. 

These in general are the present duties of these 
. officers ; and when any thing further shall be made 
' their duty in the grand Lodge, it will be explained by 
a new regulation. ( 

SECTION VIII.— General Rules for conducting t$e 
tomnsta of the Grand Lodge, in cage of the absence of * 
qny grand officers* 

It the t*raad Master is absent at any meeting of 
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the gra*id-L«c!ge> stated or occasional} the deputy is 
tfesuppry his place* 

If the Deputy be likewise absent, the senior grand 
Warden takes the chair, and in his absence the junior 
grand Warden. All grand officers, present and past, - 
take place of every Master of s lodge, and the pte- 
sent grand officers take place of all past grand officers* 
^Nevertheless, any of theft) may wave their privi- 
lege, to do honor to any eminent brother and past. 
Master, whom the Lodge may be wilting to place in 
the chair qp any particular occasion. 

I j neither of the present or past grand officers are 
present at any grand Lodge duly summoned, the Mas* 
ter of the senior private lodge who may be present 
is to take the chair, although there may be Masters 
*>f lodges present, who are older Masons than him. 
, But to prevent disputes, the grand Master, when he 
finds he must be necessarily absent from any grand 
Lodge, usually gives a special commission, uuder his 
.hand and seal of office, countersigned by the grand 
Secretary, to the senior grand Warden, or in his ab- 
sence to the junior, or in case of the absence of both, 
to any grand officer or . particular Master of a lodge, 
past or present, to supply his place, pro hac vice, if 
the deputy grand MaBter should not attend, or be ne-» 
xiessartfy absent. 

But if there be no special commission appointing 
matters otherwise, the general rule of precedence is, 
.that the junior grand Warden supplies the place of 
the senior in his absence ; and if both are absent the 
•oldest former grand Wardens take place immediately^ 
and act as grand Wardens, pro tempore, unless, as> 
above said, they should wave their privilege. 

When neither the grand Warden, of the present, 
nor of any former year, are in company) the grand 
Master, or he that legally presedes in his stead, calls' 
forth whom he pleases to act as deputy grand Master" 
a»d grand Wardens pro tempore, although the prefer* 
toce ts generally given to the Master or past Maste* 
of the oldest lodge present. The presiding grand of* 
Acs* has the further privilege of appointing a Secret 
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Hry or* mW grind otBeersW* temper?, if *ckhs1rtk€ 
stated officers, nor the Deputies of such of them* as 
hare a right to nominate a deputy be present} forth* 
business of the lodge must never stand still for wantoiV 
officers. * 
• In case of the death of a Grand Master, the sama 
order of succession and precedency takes place, as is* 
above set forth, till a new grand Master is daly chosen, 
and installed; ..... 

Old Grand Officers may be again cbos*n officers 
of private lodges, and this does no deprive them *jf any, 
of the privileges to Which, as old grand officers,- they 
are entitled in the grand lodge ; only an old grand 
officer, being the officer of a private lodge, must de* 
pute a past officer of his particular lodge to. act fir* 
tempore for him in the grand Lodge, when he ascend* 
to his former rank in the same. 

SECTION IX. — Of Grand fi8ztatiori$> Communicaiionsf 
j Annual Fedst8) 'i£fcf 

- The Grand Master with bis Deputy* the Gra*4r 
Wardens and Grand Secretary, shall, during 
Mastership, or if possible annually, go at least once 
round, and visit all the lodges under his jurisdiction f 
or when this laudible duty becomes impracticable* 
from the extent of bis jurisdiction and larre number 
of lodges, be shall as often as necessary, anorif possi- 
ble annually, appoint visitors, of different distckUf 
Composed of his grand officers and such other assistr 
ants as he may think proper* who shall make faitbftti 
jQeport of their proceedings to the grand Lodge, act 
cording to the instructions given them. . - < 

When both the grand Masters are absent, the se> 
»ior or junior grand Warden may preside as Deputy 
in visiting lodges, or in constituting any new lodge* 
neither of which can be done without at least one of 
4the present grand officers, except in places at too 
great a distance from, the grand lodge. In such casfe 
acme faithful brother, who has. passed the caak, fro* 
shall have a proper deputation, under the .grand Lodg^t 
seal, if the order is made in the absence of the grani 
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Master and his* deputy, or under their private seal*. 
H" they are present and sign the same. But it must 
also fee countersigned and attested by the grand Se- 
cretary, to have the full authority of the grand lodge* 
Under such authority, the brother so appointed shall 
*ct as grand Master,/*™ tempore, in visiting old lodge* 
•r constituting new ones, in places far distant from; 
tit* seat of the grand Lodge, and in remote countries* 
or beyond seas, where the grand officers cannot poa»* 
ably attend. 

The brethren of all the regular lodges, in the same 
general jurisdiction and grand communication, if with- 
in any reasonable, and practicable distance, shall meet 
in some convenient place on St. John's Day, and whett 
business is over, they may celebrate the festival either 
an their own or any other regular lodge, as they shall 
think most convenient. And any brethren around the 
globe (who are found true and faithful members of 
tbcf ancient craft) may be admitted as sojourners* 

Only those who are members of the grand Lodge 
Rtnst be within doors, during the election of grand 
officers* 

.SECTION X*—Particniar Rule* in the Grand Lodge 
of Ncw^York* 

Evert Grand Lodge has an inherent power and au- 
thority to make local ordinances and new regulations, 
as well as to amend and explain the old ones, for their 
own particular benefit and the good of Masonry in ge- 
neral .; provided always, that the ancient land marks 
be carefully preserved, and that such regulations be 
Brst duly proposed in writing for the consideration of 
the members, and be at last duly enacted with the 
consent of the majority. This has never been disput- 
ed ; for the members of every grand Lodge are the 
true representatives of all the fraternity in communis 
nkation, and are an absolute- and independent body* 
with legislative authority, provided, as aforesaid, that 
the grand Masonic Constitution be never violated, nor 
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any of the oH land marks removed* Upon these 
principles, the following particular rule* have been 
made, or adopted, in the grand Lodge of New-Youk* 
vie. 

1. < The quarterly communication of allthe lodgfes 

* under the Masonic jurisdiction of this graiid Lodge 

* shall be held in the grand Lodge room, at the city of 

* New-York, on the four following days annually for 
*ever; that is to say, on the first Wednesday ia 

* March, June, September, and December ; and the 

* different lodges are to attend on these days, by their 

* proper officers of deputies, with or without notice 
4 for that purpose.' 

2. « None but a Master-Mason, who has passed the 

* chair in some regular -Lodge, and is a resident or 

* honorary member of the lodge he is chosen to re~ 

* present, can be admitted as the proxy of such Lodge 
' nor have a voice in the -proceedings of this grand 
4 Lodge. And his commission, as proxy, most be 
' under the seal of the lodge that appointed him, sign- 
4 ed by the Master, and countersigned by the Se«re- 

* tary.' 

3. 4 Every member of this grand Lodge shall pay 
« quarterly into the Treasury of the same, Fifty Cents, 
4 and the same sum on default of attendance -at any 

* Quarterly Meeting ; without such excuse as the bye- 
' laws admit to be reasonable. 

4. ' Evert member of a constituted lodge, under 
4 this grand Lodge, shall pay tweWe and an half cents 

* quarterly to the Charity fund of -the same ; except 
4 the members of the lodges in the city of New-York, 
4 who shall pay quarterly twenty-five cents. 

5. 4 Every person who obtains the benefit of Ma- 
4 sonry in any regular Lodge, under the jurisdiction 

* of this grand Lodge, shall pay one dollar and twenty- 

* five cents to the charity fund of the same ; except 
4 those who are initiated in any of the Lodges in tte 
4 city of New-York, who shall pay two dollars and fifty 

* cents ; alt wWch dues shall be made good by every 
( particular lodge to the .grand Lodge, at least once a 
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* yean at the communication previous to St. John the 

* Baptist's day : except m the city of New-York, in 
« which such dues shall be paid quarterly. 

6. ' Every brother who shall be returned by hit 

* Lo4ge> and registered in the grand Lodge-books, 

* -shall pay twelve an an half cents to the grand Secre* 
« tary for the same. 

7. * Every member of a Lodge, requiring a grand 
« Lodge certificate* shall pay to the grand Secretary' 

* one doHar and fifty cents. Nor is any member en- 
« tittecTto such grand certificate without a previous 

* certificate from the lodge of which he isra member, 

* setting forth his regular behaviour, and that he hath 

* discharged all lodge dues.* 

d. 4 All petitions for warrants, shall come recom- 
4 mended by the officess of the lodge nearest to the 

* place where the new one is to be erected.* 

9. < No Charter or Dispensation for holding a lodge 

* of Masons, shall be granted to any person or per- 
« sons whomsoever, residing out of this state, if within 

* the jurisdiction of any other grand Lodge.'t 

SECTION XL— Regulations for the Government of 
tke GfijVD Lodcm, during' the time of fiubUt Bu*i- 

1. No brethren shall be admitted into the grand 
T^odge, but the members thereof, except by permis- 
sion. 

2. At the third stroke of the grand Masters gavel, 
there shall be a general silence ; and he who breaks 
silence without leave from the chair, shall be subject 
to a public reprimand. 

S. Unuer the same penalty every brother shall 
keep iiis seat, and observe strict silence whenever the 
Grand Master or presiding officer shall think fit to rise 
from the chair and call to order. 



* Adopted 4th December, 5793. 
t Adopted 7th December, 5796,.. 
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4. Ik the grand Ledge* every member shall keep la 
bis teat, (according Co tee number of his lodge) and 
not move about from place to place during the comnu?-> 
ftication. 

5. No brother is to apeak more than once to the 
tame affair, unless by permission. 

6* Evert one that speaks shall rise and keep stand* 
fog, addressing himself in a "proper manner to the 
chair ; nor shall any presume to interrupt him, under 
the aforesaid penalty ; unless the grand Master find 
him wandering from the point in hand, and shall 
think fit to reduce him to order ; for then the said 
speaker shaH sit down but after he is set right he 
may again proceed. 

7. If, in the grand Lodge, any member is twice 
called to order at any one assembly for transgressing 
these rules, and is guilty of a third offence of the same 
nature, the chair may peremptorily order him to quit 
the Lodge-room for that night. 

6. Whoever shall be so rude as to ridicule any 
brother, or what another says or has said, be may be 
forthwith solemnly excluded the Communication, and 
declared incapable of ever being a member of any 
grand Lodge for the future, till another time be pub- 
licly own his fault, and his grace be granted. 

9. Every motion for a new regulation, or for the 
continuance or alteration of an old one, shall be first 
handed up in writing to the chair ; and after it has 
been perused by the grand Master, may be moved 
publicly ; it shall then be audibly read by the Secre- 
tary ; and if seconded, must immediately be conuniti- 
ted to the consideration of the whole assembly, thaj 
their sense may be fully heard ; after which the ques? 
tion shall be put. 

10. The opinions or votes of the members are to 
be signified by holding up of hands j which uplifted 
hands the grand Wardens^are to count, unless the 
number be so unequal as to render the counting them 
unnecessary. Nor should any other kind of division 
ever be admitted awiong Free Masons* 
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" Ih order to preserve harmony) it is necessary to 
use counters and a balkrting-box, when occasion re* 
tjuires. 

son, forget not my Law> but let thine heart keefi 
" my Commandments / and remove not the ancient land 
*?* marks which thy fathers have set*" 

SECTION XII— The Regulation* of the Cqm*j**zm 
of CnAEirr. 

1. Thb Committee of Charity consists of all, pre- 
sent and former grand officers, Secretary and Trea- 
surer, with the, Masters of all the regular Lodges : 
who are summoned and obliged to attend} to hear all 
petitions, Sec. and to order such relief to distressed 
petitioners, as their cases may require, and prudence 
may dictate. 

2. All collections, contributions, and sums of mo- 
> ney for charitable purposes, given or belonging to the 

grand Lodge fund, are to- be deposited in the hands 
of the grand Treasurer, or such other persons as the 
grand-Lodge may specially appoint ; no part of which 
must be disbursed or expended on any account, with* 
out an order from the Committee of Charity, signed 
fry the presiding officer, and countersigned by the Se- 
cretary, after being, approved by the majorily of the 
committee, or Stewards* then present, and cnteredjn 
their transaction-book, with the name or names ToJT 
the person or persons to whom the same is given. 
. 3* No anonymous letter, petition, or recommenda- 
tion, by or from any person or persons, must be In- 
troduced or read in the committee ; and only register- 
ed Masons, who have themselves contributed twelve- 
months to the grand Lodge Charity Fund, and were, 
members of a warranted lodge during that time, are 
to be considered and relieved. Sojourners, and tra- 
velling Masons, if duly certified and recommended^ 
«xe to be relieved by private contributions jujade.lar* 
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them on the occasion, or out of the general fend/ ft* 
the majority shall think proper. <• 

4. All petitions or recommendations are to be trigi** 
ed by the Master and Wardens of the petitioner's 
I«odge~; some of whom, if in town, must attend the' 
Committee or Steward'* lodge, to answer any neces- 
sary questions. The petitioner or petitioners, (if with- 
in any convenient distance, or unless detained by akjk- 
ness, or other sufficient cause) must also attend, and 
prove to the satisfaction of the Committee or Stewards, 
that he or they have been formerly in reputable, or at 
least in tolerable circumstances. And although any 
brother may send in a petition, or recommendation, 
yet none can be admitted to sit and hear the debates, 
except the Stewards, or members of the committed, 
as above described. 

5. It is the inherent right of the committee, com- 
monly called the Steward's Lodge, to dispose of the 
grand charity fund, under the restrictious aforesaid, 
to such as appear really necessitous and deserving, 
either by weekly support or otherwise* as to them ■ 
shall seem meet ; provided always, that no person 
made in a -clandestine or unconstitutional manner, 
nor any brother who has ever assisted at any such' 
making, shall ever- be entitled to receive any assist* 
ance out of the said fund, 

6. This Committee has likewise power to hearanft 
-adjust all matters concerning ^b>ee Masons and Ufa-' 
sonry, that may be laid before them, (except makfog 
new regulations, which power is vested only in the* 
grand Lodge ;) and the determinations of the commit* 
tee are final, unless an appeal be made to the Quarter* 
ly Grand Lodge. 

7. For the speedy relief of distressed petitioners, 
three of the Masters who are summoned are a quorum 
to proceed to business, as prudence shall direct, with 
or without the grand officers ; provided the grand Sfe* 
cretary and the books are present. And all transac- 
tions of this committee of charity, or Steward's lodge, 
are to be read audibly, by t&c said grand Secretary, 
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feefose aM tHe menders of the grand Lodge, upon the 
first Wednesdays in March, June, September, and 
December, yearly. 

■ 8« So far as this committee shall exercise the pow- 
er vested in them, to hear complaints and punish de- 
linquents, according to the laws of the craft, they are 
instructed to adhere most religiously to the following 
regulation, viz. * If a complaint be made against a 

* brother, by another brother, and he be found guil- 

< ty, be shall stand to the determination of this conv- 

* roittee, or the grand lodge. But if the accuser or 
' complainant cannot support his charge, he shall in- 
i cur suc,h penalty as the said committee shall deeni 
« just/ 

0. The Steward's Lodge shall meet quarterly, as 
follows, viz. On the last Wednesday in February, 
May, August, and Nbvember, annually ; at which 
times the dues of the Lodges in the city of New- York 
are to be paid, and id default thereof, each negligent 
lodge shall be precluded from the benefits and privi- 
leges of the grand Lodge, during such default or neg- 
ligence* 

* BfcSOLvs», It is the opinion of this grand lodge, 
' t&at a brotherly connection and correspondence with 

* the Right Worshipful Grand Lodges in North- Ame* 

* rica, France, England, Scotland, Ireland, and the 
c West-Indies, will be productive of honor and ad- 
« vantage to the craft*' 

' Ob n ibis, That the Grand Secretary shall trans- 

* mit the names of the officers of this Grand Lodge to 
' the Secretaries of Ihe Grand Lodges aforesaid, year- 

* ly, or as often as any new choice is made ; together 

* with such information as may tend to the honor and 

* interest of the ancient craft : And that all such in- 

< formation, or correspondence shall be conveyed in 

* the most respectful terms, such as may suit the ho* 
f nor and dignity of the craft.* 
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CHAPTER IV. 
— - 9 "' ■ 

CHARGES, PRAYERS, &c. 

A thort Charge to a new admit t id Mason*. 
BROTHER, 

"VTOU are now admitted by the consent of this lodge f 
X a fellow of our most ancient and honorable So- 
ciety — ancient, as having subsisted from time imme- 
morial—and honorable, as tending in every particular 
to-do honor to those who conform to its noble precepts. 
The greatest monarchs, and most exalted heroes and 
patriots, of all ages and countries throughout tKe 
known world, have been encouragers of the Royal Art \ 
and many of them- have presided as Grand Masters hi 
their respective territories ; not thinking it any lessen- 
ing of their dignities to level themselves with their 
brethren in Masonry, and to act upon the same square 
as they did* 

The world's grea* architect is our Supreme Mas- 
ter ; and the unerring rule he has given us, is that by 
which we work. Religious disputes are never suffer-* 
ed'within the Lodge ; for, as Masons, we dnly- pursue 
the universal religion of nature. This is the centra 
which unites the most different principles in owe*sa-* 
credband, and brings together those who were tne 
most distant from one another. ' ■ 

Therp are three general heads of duty which Ma- 
sons ought always to inculcate, viz. to God, our neifttf-* 
bour and ourselves, — to God, in never mentioning his* 
name but with that reverential awe w;hich a creattirse- 
ought to bear to his Creator, and to look upon him 
always as the xummum bonum. which we came into the 
world to enjoy, and according to that view to regvfc. 
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jti^^i/our pursuits^Vfciaur neighbor, In actih^^j^ . 
the square, or doing as we would £e $lone by — tcH^p* 
selres,- in avoiding all intemper^e :V and e^sgis* 
wfereby we may be rendered incapabley<>f £oll^oj^k>^ 
xifor work, or led iflto behaviour wnbecomiflg.oj^^fc 
4ft>ie \ m profession j and- alway s keeping ' withiti* "ifafrV; 
hounds, and free from all. pollution. ■ :^<X 

the state, a MaVan ls -t4^\b,eifave as a peaceable 
and dutiful subject* conforming 1 c&eur fully 10 the go* 
Ycr<miciU und^v which he lives* I r 

is to $ny >.due deference to his superiors : and 



his.jmfsiri^ he is rather to receive honor with 



refuel 
i^rWv^ 




^i*tinn to extort it. He is to be a man 
#8^{3jj^iLy, not sitting down conterit- 
E JSgutas, but much more his bre- 
[ i^eh it h in his power, without 
*^f?. fns family, to relieve them. 
ib behave with all due decorum, 
^^beirtty and harmony thtrtof should be disturb- 
oken ; he is to be^>l^diqfjt;ta tht Master and 
officers, and to a p^^ivj&^eJi' closely to the 
^"Masonry , that he' liffi^^t^ooucr become , 
e&ttf .ihcrein, both for iift^wA,' cTirditj and for 

t\o\ to neglect his own necessary a^&i|^¥. 
!<fce sake of Masonry, nor to involve lurilswfnft. 
irfels with those who through ignorance may speak 
i'ifor ridicule it- 

[JBti iSl&fec a lover of the arts and sciences, and Is 
: t^"ke L all<ftp^rtuhities to improve himself therein, 
"ff he ffetmmends a friend to be made a Mason, 
.must vouch him to be such as he really believes 
ft! aeon form to the : aforesaid duties, lest by his mis- 
flUuct, at any time, the lodge should pass under 
itoc.cvil imputation. 
, v ^Xotuino can prove more shocking to all faithful 
;|^aions> than to see any of their brethren profane or. 
~\ through the sacred rules of their order ; and 
tfs can act thus they wish had never been admiU 
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A Prater said at the oflctukg of the Lodge or making * 
new Brother^ &c. used by Jewish Ft ee Masons. 

O LORD, excellent art thou in thy truth, and there 
is nothing great in comparison to thee ; lor thine is 
the praise from all the works of thy hands, for ever- 
more. 

Enlighten us, we beseech thee, in the true know- 
ledge of Masonry : By the sorrows of Adam, thy first 
made man by the blood of Abel, Ihe holy one; by 
the righteousness of Seth, in whom thou art well 
pleased ; and by thy covenant with t Noah, in whose 
architecture thou wast pleased to save: the seed ofthjr 
beloved ; number us not amontr Uioae " that-- know not 
thy statutes, nor the divine mysteries of thy aecre-t 
Cabala. \ 

But grant, we beseech thee, *Uwtt 'thriller of this 
lodge may be endued with knowledgjjj 'wisdom, to 
instruct us and explain his secret mysteries, us i 
holy brother Moses* did .(in his Lodge} to ' 




* In the prefupej?*a the Mishna, we find this J 
tion of .the Jews -explained as follows : 

GOD jvot.only delivered 'the law to Moses on -Vlbm^ " 
Sinai, but the explanation of it likewise; *fSwt 
Moses "came down from the mount and entered! ^W>* 
his tent, Aaron went to visit him, and Moses acquaitffc\ 
ed Aaron with the laws he had received from God. io* 
getherwith the explanation of In em ; After this, Aaron 
placed hjmself at the right hand of MoseSj and Elea ? 
zar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, were admitted; 
to whom Moses repeated what he had just before told 
to Aaron : These being seated, the one 6n the right 
hand the other on the left hand of Moses, the seventy 
elders of Israel, who compose the Sanhedrium, came 
in, and Moses again declared the same laws to theijlj ' 
with the interpretation of them, as he had done before 
to Aaron and his sons. Lastly, all who pleased '6t 
the common people were invited to enter, and Moses v 
instructed them likewise in the same manner* as\ this* 1 
rest ; So that Aaron heard four times what A£oses'hai 1 
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£ba£cr and Ithaina, the sons of Aaron, and the seve- 
ral elders of Israel. 

And grant that we may understand, learn and keep 
.all the statutes and commands of the Lord, and this 
holy mystery, pure and undefiled unto our lives end. 
Amen Lord. 

A Prater used amongst the Primitive Christian Ma* 
sons* 

THE mightof the Father of Heaven, and the wis* 
jdom of his glorious Son* through the ..grace and good- 
Bess of the Holy Ghost, being three persons in one 
,Godhead, be with us at our beginning, and give us 
grace so t© govern us here in our living, that we may 
come to his b*lis* that never shall have end. Amen. 

Another P rat Bit y -and that which is most general at 
x ^Making or Ojicning. 
MOST holy and glorious Lord God, thou great ar- 
chitect of heaven and earth, who art the-giver of all 
/good gifts and graces, and hast promised that when 
two or three are gathered together in thy name, thou 
.will be in the midst of C^m ; In thy.rtame we assem- 
- ble and meet together, most humbly beseeching thee 
bless us in all our undertakings, that we may know 
* ^fitnli serve thee aright, that all our doings may tend to 
' thy glory and the salvation of our souls. 

Akd we beseech thee, O Lord God, to bless this 
our present undertaking* and grant that this our new 
brother may dedicate his life to thy service, and be a 
true and .faithful brother among us : Endue him with 



been taught by God .upon .Mount Sinai ;, JEIeazer and 
Ithamar three times, the seventy elders twice, and 
the .people once. Moses afterwards reduced the laws 
which he had received into writing, but not the efcpla* 
nations of them : these he thought it sufficient to trust 
to the memories of the above-mentioned persons, who 
being perfectly instructed in them, delivered them to 
their children, and these again to theirs, from age t* 
age. 
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a competency of thy divine wisdom, that he may, with 
the secrets of Free Masonry, be able to unfold the 
mysteries of Godliness and Christianity. This we 
most humbly beg, in the name and for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, . Amen. 

* AHABATIZOLAM, 

A P mater rtfitated in the Royal* Arch Lodge at 
Jerusalem. 

> THOU hast loved us, O fiord our God, with eter- 
nal love ; thou hast spared us with great and exceed- 
ing patience, our Father and our King, for thy great 
name's sake, and for our father's sake, who trusted in 
thee, to whom thou didst teach the statutes of life, 
that they might do after the statutes of thy good plea- 
sure with a perfect heart : So be thou merciful to us, j 
O our Father ! Merciful Father, that she wet h mercy, 
have mercy upon us, we beseech thee, and put under- 
standing into our hearts, that we may understand, be 
wise, hear, learn, teach, keep ? do, and perform all tbe 
words of the doctrine of thy tew in love, and enlighten 
our eyes in thy commandments, and cause our hearts 
to cleave io thy law, and unite them in the love and feaV 
of thy name ; we will not be ashamed, nor confounded, 
nor stumble, for ever and ever. 

Because we have trusted in thy holy, great, migh- 
ty, and terrible Name, we will rejoice and be glad in 
thy salvation, and in thy mercies, O Lord our God ; 
and the multitude of thy mercies shall not forsake us, 
forever : Selah. And now make haste and bring up* 
on us a blessing, and peace from the four corners of 
the earth \ for thou art a God that workest salvation, 
and has chosen us out of every people and language y 
* and thou our king, has caused us to cleave to thy great 
Name, in love to praise thee, and to be united to the*, 
and to love thy name : Blessed art thou, <) Lord God* 
who hast chosen thy people Israel in love* • . s 



* See Dr. Wooten oa the Mishna. 



APPENDIX. 



Ceremony of Consecration* 

ON the day and hour appointed, the Grand Master and his 
officers, or some respectable Past-Master and brethren pro- 
perly authorized to represent them* having assembled at some 
convenient place, proceed in form to the Lodge-room. 

Silence being proclaimed the Lodge is opened in the third 
degree by the Grand Master* 

The Grand Lodge form in order round the temple which is 
placed in the centre, covered with white sattin. 

The chaplain or orator rehearses a preparatory prayer. 
' Solemn music dignifies the ceremony while the prepara* 
tions are made. 

v • The Temple is uncovered, and the first clause ef the conse- 
cration prayer rehearsed. The response is made " Glory to 
God on high." 

Incense is scattered over the temple, and the grand honor* 

are given. 

The Grand invocation is then pronounced, with the honors * 
after which the consecration prayer is concluded, with the re- 
sponse and honors. 

The temple is covered; solemn music is resumed, and the 
blessing given, with the response and honors as before. 

An Anthem is then sung, toward the close of which the 
brethren of the Lodge, move in circular procession, do homage 
to the Grand Master, and the consecration ends. 

Manner of Constituting a Lodge, 

THE Grand Lodge, or their representatives', duly authorised 
fbr the occasion, having convened at some suitable apartment* 
walk in procession to the Lodge room. The Lodge is then 
opened in the third degree by the Grand Master, or his substi- 
tute, and an appropriate prayer repeated. 

The dispensation, if the brethren have been acting under 
one, is read by the 'Grand Secretary, as is also the Warrant or 
Charter of constitution. The transactions of the New Lodge 
while under dispensation are then submitted, and, if approved, 
declared valid and constitutional. 
* An oration or address on the nature and design of masonry 
is then delivered ; at the conclusion of which, the Grand Mas- 

* This ceremony is never to be used but when specially or* 
dered. v 
r 
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tcr advances and constitutes the new Lodge in the following 
manner : 

" In this my exalted character, I invoke the name of the 
Most High, to whom be glory and honor, to be with you in 
all your labors ; and by the divine aid I now constitute and 
form you, my worthy brethren, into a Lodge of FREE and 
ACCEPTED MASONS, from henceforth I empower you to 
act a* a regular LODGE, constituted in conformity to the 
rites of the order and charges of our ancient and honorable fra- 
Sernity : and may God be with you." 

The Grand honors are then given, and the ceremony of in? 
sulfation succeeds. 

Ceremony of Itutatfation.* 

THE Grand Master asks his Deputy, " If he has examined 
** the Master nominated in the warrant, and whether he finds 

him well skilled in the noble science and the Royal Art 
The Deputy answering in the affirmative, by the Grand Mas- 
ter's order he takes the candidate from among his fellows, and 
presents him in front of the chair, saying, 

" Most worshipful Grand Master, I present my worthy 

brother A. B. to be installed Master of this new Lodge. 1 
M find him to be of good morals and sufficient skill ; and I 
"doubt not that he will discharge the duties of -his statknft 
** with fidelity and justice." 

The foUowing charges are then read to the Master Elect. 
A €t I. You agree to be a good man and true, and strictly te 
44 obey the moral law. 

II. You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfully to 
•* conform to the laws of the country in which you reside. 

49 III. You promise not to be concerned in plots or conspi- 
" racies against government, but patiently to submit to the de- 

cisions of the constituted authorities. 
f " IV. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil ma- 

gistrate,^o work diligently, live creditably, and act honor; 
4i ably by all men. 

• " V. You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers and 
*' patrons of the Order of Masonry, and their regular succes- 
94 sors supreme and subordinate, according to their stations \ 
94 and to submit to the awards and resolutious of your brethren 
*' in Grand Lodge convened, in every case consistent with the 
94 constitutions of the Order. 

41 VI. You agree, to avoid private piques and quarrels, and. 
" to guard against intemperance and excess. 

• The same ceremony and charges attead. every succeeding 
iXUtsJUupn": the present Master installing the Master Elects 
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VfL Totf agree to be cautious in your carriage and beha* % 
* vior, courteous to your brethren, and faithful to your Lodge. 

VIII. You promise to respect genuine brethren, and to . 
** discountenance all impostors and deserters from the original, 
plan of Masonry. 

" IX. You agree to promote the general good of society, to 
•* cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge 
*• of true Masonry." 

On the Master Elect signifying hts assent to these charges, 
the following regulations are read to him. 

I. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for 
the time being, and to his officers, when duly installed; and , 
strictly to conform to every edict of the Grand Lodge, or Ge- 
neral Assembly of Masons, that is n«t subversive of the prin- 
ciples and groundwork of Masonry. 

II. You admi* that the power does not exist of making in* 
novations in the body of Masonry, to the infringement of the 
ancient land-marks. 

• III. You promise a regular attendance on the committees 
and communications of the Grand Lodge on receiving proper 
notice thereof, and to pay attention to all the duties of Mason- 
ry on convenient occasions. 

IV. You admit that no new Lodge should be formed with- 
out permission of the Grand Lodge, and that no countenance 
ought to be given to such irregular Lodge, or to any person 
clandestinely initiated therein, being contrary to the ancient 
charges of the Order. 

w V. Y ou admit that no person can be regularly made a mason 
in, or admitted a member of, any Lodge, without previous 
notice and due inquiry into his character. 

VI. You promise that no visitors shall be received into your 
Lodge without due examination, and producing the necessary 
vouchers. 

The Grand Master then addresses the Master Elect : 
Do you submit to these charges, and promise to support 
11 these regulations as Masters have done in all ages before 
•'you?" 

The new Master having signified his cordial acquiescence, 
is bound to his trust by the obligation of the chair. 

He is then revested with the badge of his office, and regu» 
laxly installed by the Grand Master who thus salutes him : 

Brother A. B. in consequence of your cheerful conformity 
to the charges and regulations of the order, and in compliance 
with the wishes of your brethren, I install you Master of this 
Lodge, placing full confidence in your care and capacity. 

The Warrant is then delivered over to the new Master, 
and his station and duties explained ; after which the holy 
writings, the square and compass, the book of constitutions, 
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tne jewels and insignia of the different officers, vare' separately 
presented to him, and charges suitable to each delivered. 

The new Master is then conducted by the Deacons under 
a Grand salute to the left hand of the Grand Master, where 
lie returns his becoming acknowledgments. <• 

This ceremony being concluded, the Wardens and other 
officers being conducted in front of the chairs, are severally 
installed hy the Grand W ardens,* invested* with the badges of • 
their offices, and instructed in their respective duties. They 
tike their station by the side of the Grand officers of similar 
rank. 

The members of the new Lodge then sing the installation - 
©de, during the close of which they move round in procession, , 
saluting their new Master and officers in the three degrees, 
and conclude with the Gran£ honors. 

The ceremony of installation being concluded, the Grand 
Master gives the brethren joy of their officers in a short and 
suitable address. 

The Grand Secretary proclaims the new Lodge three times 
with the honors o£ Masonry. 

The Lodge being. then called to refreshment, and a toast 
given by the Grand Master, and at his direction by the Grand 
Wardens, the chairs are resigned to the New Officers, the dif- 
ferent Grand officers repairing to seats provided for them in* 
the East. 

After refreshing a reasonable time, the Lodge is called to 
labor, and the Grand Lodge takes leave, departing with the 
customary honors*. 

This is the usual ceremony observed^* the constitution of- 
a new Lodge, which the Grand officers may, abridge or extend- 
at. pleasure, but the Material points are- on no-accoun* take 
omitted. 

ItutaUativn Ode, , 
[Tune— Muk Britannia.} 

W«t*r earth's foundation first was laid; 

By the Almighty Artist's hand,. 
Twas then our perfect laws were made, 

Established by his strict command* 

CHoam* 

Hail mysterious; hall, glorious Masonry ! 
That makes us ever great and free. 

• The TtewMaster installs the W*rd$ns and other officers 
at each subsequent installation; 
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In vain weak man for shelter sought. 
In vain from place to place did roam, 

Until from heaven he was taught 
To plan! to build, to fix his home* 
Hail i mysterious, &c. 

Illustrious hence we date our Art, 
Oar works in beauteous piles appear* 

Which shalkto endless time impart, 
How worthy and how great we are. 
Hail, mysterious, Ice. 

Nor we less fam'd for every tie, 

By which the human thought is bound ; 
* tioVe, truth, and friendship socially, 
Join all our hearts and hands around. 
Hail, mysterious, &c 

Our actions still by virtue blest, 
And to oimprecepts ever true, 

The world admiring shall request 
To leaxn, and oar bright paths pursue. 
Hail | mysterious, ice. 

Jnotber, uted by tome Lodge*. 

Hail Masonry divine ; 
Glory of ages shine, 

Long may'st thou reign : 
Where'er thy Lodges stand^ 
May they Have great command, 
; Amd always grace the land; 

Thou Art divme ! 

Great fabrics still arise, 
And grace the azure skies*. 

Great are thy schemes : 
Thy noble,Ofders are 
Matchless beyond: compare ; > 
^ No Art vrith thee ean share, 
. Thou Art divine ! 

Hiram, thcarchitect, 
Did all the Craft direct 

How they, should build ; 
Sol'mon, great Israel's King* 
Did mighty. blessings briny, 
And left us room to sing; 

Ifatt*. royal Art 1 
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Form of appointing a Pnoxt. 

At a meeting of Lodge, held at the day of 
On motion, Resolved that oar worshipful brother, 
be admitted an honorary member of this Lodge,* and is here- 
by appointed proxy to represent this Lodge in the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New-York, and fully empowered to act 
in our behalf, in ail the transactions of the Grand Lodge, at 
effectually as if we ourselves were personally present. 
^-\^n/-n*-n\ w hich we have caused to be certified by 

( ) our Master and Wardens, and the Seal of out 

( aea1, S Lodge to be affiled, 
(wwww) Master, 

Senior Warden, 
Secretary. Junior Warden. 

Form ef a Grand Masonic Procession^ 

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 
with martial music 
JUNIOR LODGE in following orders 
TYLER. 
MASTERS OF CEREMONY. 
MEMBERS, two and two. 
TREASURER and SECRETARY. 
JUNIOR WARDEN. SENIOR WARDEN. 
PAST MASTERS. 
A MASTER MASON, bearing the Warravt on a ciaiiie% 
supported by two Stewards. 
Deacon. MASTER. Deacon. 
The different Lodges in the above order t 

the Junior Lodges proceeding. 
OFFICERS of the ROYAL ARCH t 
HIGHER ORDERS, 
according to their rank. 
BAND OF MUSIC. 
GRAND LODGE, 
tii the following order* 
GRAND TYLER. 
VISITING MASTERS and PAST MASTERS, 
who are neither present or past Grand Officers. 

# Thb Proxy must be either a regular or honorary member 
•f the Lodge, and also a Master or Fast-Master. 

t A general Masonic procession is here given, agreeable to 
which others of different descriptions are to be regulated. 

$ Only the Officers of the Royal Arch walk in this station, 
when that body is numerous, the members being dispersed in 
their respective Lodge*. 
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GRAND TREASURER: GRAND SECRETARY. 

PAST GRAND WARDENS. 
JUNIOR G. WARDEN. SENIOR G. WARDEN. 

CHAPLAINS. 
Deacon. G. Pursuivant, bearing the Bible. G. Deacon* 
DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 
grand deacon. GRAND MASTER, grand deacon. 
Four Grand Steward* abreast with Drawn Swords. • 

The procession having reached the church, the Knights 
Templars enter and halt. The Tyler of the Junior Lodge 
remains at the door : the whole line opens to the right and 
left. The Grand Lodge proceeds through the avenue thus 
formed till it reaches the Templars, who being a military 
order, precede it as an advanced guard, and take their places 
in seats provided for them in the vicinity of the Grand 
Lodge. 
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